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SECOND REPORT OF COMMISSION.
St. John’s, Nfid.,
7th May, 1917.

His Excellency,

Sir W. E. Davidson, K.C.M.G.,

‘Govérnor.
Sir,—

The unders\xned the Commission-
ers recently 'appointed to investigate
the high cost-of living, respectfully
beg leave to.submit their second in-
terim report, as follows:—

(1.) They recommend that the Gov-
ernment take steps without delay to
give the fullést publicity to a notice
urging everybody to undertdke the
production ef all possible potatoes,
turnips, cabbage and other foodstuffs,
and assuring them that they need
have no fear whatver that there will
be any over-production of these
articles during the coming season, be-
cause the needs of the Colony are like-
Iy to be so ‘gBreat in regard to food-
stuffs, that the real danger will be,
not that theré will be an over-supply,
but that there will be a scarcity. The
rcasons for -our apprehension in this
regard are:—

(a) Because the world is suffering
from a ‘serious shortage in wheat
and other grains, owing to dimin-
ished crops the past year, and to
the withdrawal from industry, be-
cause of the present War, of about
forty million men, while twenty
million fhore human beings, it is
estimated, are producing muni-
tions, clothing, and other supplies
for the soldiers;

(b) Bceause, in acaition to difficul-
ties in the way of properly dis-
tributing the supply of foodstuffs
that exists, the problem is be-
coming steadily more intensified
by the growing seriousness of the
submarine menace, a seriousness
on which it is needless for us to
dilate;

(¢) Because Newfoundland, being 'so
remote from centres of produc-
tion and, distribution, stands to
suffer the most in the event of
any seribus shortage of food-
stuffs, awing to the difficulty of
procuring ‘' enough shipping next
fall to bring into the Colony the
supply needed for next winter;
for evidence has been submitted
to us indicating that importers
here are not purchasing food-
stuffs at' preseit- to an extent
commensurate with the likely
needs, preferring to wait until the
situation b!ecomes clear later in
the sea$omn, a: circumstance which
is likely to cause further strain on
the tramsport facilities of the Is-
land at the season when they are
already 'strained to their utmost.

(2.) We find that the production of
potatoes within the Colony during the
650.000 bar-
rels and during 1916 was 682,000 bar-
rels; that the importation for 1914-15
was roughly 50,000 barrels, and for
1915-16 was 32,000. Seeing, therefore,
that there has been no export of po-
tatoes, we deduce the fact that unless
an unusual quantity has been consum-
el by the people or by animals, of
which there is no proof, there should
be ample for home consumption until
this year’s cropiis harvested.

We, therefore, recommend that
those holding potatoes at the present
time for high prices be warned of the
danger of retaining them too long lest
they lose sale for them, because the
present prices were partly raised by
the offers of dealers purchasing pota-
toes for intended export, and there is
the risk that if holders retain their
stocks too long, they may be left on
their hands, and consequently there
would be the loss to the holders of a
fair profit for the commodities, and a
loss to the community of the food-
Stuffs involved.

(3) We find that flour importations
are sufficient to last until the potato
crop is gathered, but that with rising
Prices in the wheat-growing countries
the cost of this commodity is likely to
be much higher and the stocks to be
greatly curtailed. Therefore, to
Buard agianst the centingency that

any price, and that other foodstuffs
nay have to be substituted, and in
order to assure the producer a rea-

and to allay any fear that may exist
as to an over-supply reducing thé
price to an  unprofitable figure, «we
recommend that to - stimulate the
mme general“cultivation of * food

tuffs during this sedson, the Govern-
ment issue an order that from and
after August 1st, 1917, no potatoes
suitable for family consumption shall
be s0ld by any person at a lower rate

and proportionmately for :maller qua
tities,

We cannot too- strengly émphasizé
that the more foodstuffs that are
raised in the Colony this year 'the
more money there will ‘De Kkept at
home to circulate among our own
beople, witlt all consequent advant-
~ages, besides Which there would be |
the relieving of the strain on ship—
ing, while if the different sections of

-Executive Secretary of the Financial

. Hill;

-

enough for their own needs were to
do so, it wonld save internal trans-
portatlon and materially rediuce the
cost of living.

(4) We réecommend that the Govern-
ment issue, an order without delay;
prohibiting the' killing of immature |
cattle and sheep, so that a reasonable
assurance may be efforded of an ade-
quate provision of nieats for neéxt
winter’s fieeds.

(5) We aré pleased to learn that
steps have been taken by the Agricul-
tural Board to cncourage increased
growth of crops and we recommend
that efforts be made by the authori-
ties to secure a more widely extend-
ed adoption of the principles advo-
cated by the Board and by the Agri-
cultural Committee of the Newfound-
land Patriotic Association.

(6) We recommend a more general
distribution of the literature provid-
ed by the Agricultural Board in con-
nection with its annual report, giving
directions for the cultivation of the
various crops, and that measures be
taken to provide, through the local
agencies of the Government, in the
various outports of the country for
the dissemination of this material.

We have the honcur to be,
Your Excellency’s
Most obedient, humble servants
P. T. McGRATH,
H. W. LeMESSURIER,
(. H. HUTCHINGS,
W. J. ELLIS.

[Note.—Mr. Hall had gone to Syd-

ney before this report was completed]

Bere and There.

Turkeys, Ducks and Chicken
at ELLIS'.

PERSONAL.—Mr. W. W. Blackall,
who was on a short visit to Canada,
is a passenger on the incoming ex-
press.

Turkeys, Ducks and Chicken
at ELLIS’.

EXPRESS PASSENGERS., — The
following first class passengers are
on the incoming express: Capt. S.
Carroll, Miss K. Miller, Miss D. Man-
uel, J. Vidatzker, E. Hollands, W. W.
Blackall, H. Cockburn, W. E. Stevens,
A. Cousins, J. B. Keenan, H. A. Leon-
ard, A. T. Rowley.

IMPORTANT APPOINTMENT. —
Mr. A. Sheard, who for some time was
Secretary of the International Gren-
fell Association, has=been appointed

Committee of the Episcopal Church
of America, with headquarters at New
York.

Received a shipment of Scotch
Coopers’ Tools. BOWRING
BROS., Ltd., Hardware Dept.

PERSONAL.—Mrs. W. G. Munn and
Mrs. T. A. MacNab leaves by to-mor-
row’s express for Montreal to be pre-
sent at the marriage of Mrs. Munn‘s
daughter, Gwendoline, who on June
5th is to be married to Lieut. Edward
Dickie, 48th Highlanders. Mr. Munn
will leave about the 29th inst. for Mon-
treal.

“HELLO” GIRLS STRIKE.—By the
last Canadian mail we received word
from Winnipeg, Manitoba, saying
that as a result of 900 government
télephone employées going on strike,
42,000 telephonés are put out of com-
mission. The increase in wages de-
manded by the strikers, amounted to
$150,000 a year.

TO INSPECT LITTLE BAY MINES.
—Mr. W. A. Mackay, accompanied by
Mr. Appoloni, an American mining ex-
pert, left by yesterday’s express en-
route to Little Bay, where the latter
will go over Mr. Mackay’s claim and
if satisfied will purchase and operate
the same. Should the mining ex-
pert’s report be favourable Mr. Mac-
kay and a number of local investors
stand to make good interest on their
money.

Stafford’s Essence of Ginger
Witie only 15¢. bottle.—mayl,tf

From Cape Race.

CAPE RACE, To-day.
Wind E. light with fog and rain, a
barqt. showing R. Prowse & Sons flag
was-sighted bound in Saturday; noth-
ing sighted since. Bar. 28.90; ther. 45.

DIED:

Suddenly, on -Sunday morning, of
paulysi! Rebecca, beloved -wife of
Luke Menchinton, aged 64 years;
fineral on Tuesday, at 2.30 p.m., from
Her late residence, No. 18 Barter’s
friends will please accept this,

-

the only, infimation.

At 10 a.m. to-day, Mother Joseph
Kelly, of St. Bride’s Accademy, Little-
dale.

Died from wounds received on the
field of honor “Somewhere in France,”
Pte. Robert Hickey, 1309, D. Co.,
aged 25 years, also a Gallipoli veteran,’
l&.‘%s to mourn him a father, mother,
' two ' brothers and three sisters, and
a large circle of friends.—R.LP. New

‘York and Canadian

! roads an&
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THE DINING CAR.

The popular conception of the din-
ing car is that it is a portable .re-
staurant which is owned by the rail-
aid for eyery thirty days
by the pal ﬁgg.xjs. i

Dining Tears are operated for the
benefit of people Who are averse to
the hard-boiled egg ‘and ‘the ' Ben
Davis apple as traveling companions.
It has many conveniences, including a
polite conductor and a bill of fare with
the prices printed upon it in  plain,
menhacing type. (A person who is
traveling through the Rocky Moun-
tains and turns to scan these prices
will not have to lower his eyes over a
thirty-second of an inch.
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The-menu card is a great disap-
peintment to frugal passengers.

Dining cars have small, -well-ven-
tifated kitchens which conceal the
food while ‘it is being cooked, while
at the same time advising those in the
dining-room that somebody has order-
ed beefsteak smothered in onion. The
menu card is a great disappointment
to frugal passengers who wander in
under the impression that an egg
sandwich and a glass of milk can be
obtained without splitting a $2 bill
both ways from the middle, and it is
not an unusual sight to see an em-
barrassed tourist withdraw noiseless-
ly to the.smoking car and console
himself with a seed orange. Most peo-

they can
indelible

few durable dishes which
pronounce plainly with an
pencil.

Dining cars are constructed on a
swinging platform, which
the guest with mixed rations at mo
extra cost. When the car attempts to
take a few reverSe curves and
straighten out without

two, the motion has a discouraging

and narrowly escape stabbing them-
selves in the left ear.

Dining cars make
serving coffee that could win the pole
vault in the Olympic games. It is
also one of the few places yét
where the iron-hooped, chrome nickel
apple pie is considered a
nevertheless,
dining car, thousands of
would go hungry from Salt Lake City
to Seattle. We should also remem-

est about dining car rates

ing visible but the water bottle.

Sinking Hospital Ships.

Because hospital ships, with wound-
¢d soldiers and nurses on board, have
recently béen sunk without warning
by submarine pirates, the Interna-
tional Committee of thé Reéd Cross has
sent to the German
protest against what the British Ad-
calls “this culmination ‘of
It says:

miralty
savagery.”
In torpedoing. hospital ships
combatants are not attacked, but
defenceless, persons, wounded,
who have been mutliated and
paralyzed by shell fire, women
who' have been devoting them-
selves to works of mercy and
charity, men whose only weapons
are such as do not take the ene-
my’s life, but help to preserve it
and to alleviate his sufferings.

If a- submarine commander, the
committee adds, suspects that a hos-
pital ship “is being partly used for
military purposes” he has the right,
under The Hague Convention, to make
an inspection, ‘but for the torpedoing
of a ship in hospital service there can
be no excuse.

This protest ineffective.
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market.

It is:luxuriously appointed and com-
pletely equipped.

Here is a big, roomy, powetful four
cylinder Overland that is the last word
_inmotor car construction and efficiency.

=

_ It'is finished in a rich brown with
hood and boot to match.

All the conveniences and comforts
that appeal to you in the highest priced

in this newest Overland

yet it costs you considerably léss money.

Point for point and dollar for dollar
it is the greatest motor car value on the

e

.

Model

MACN A-

\‘.

. ; o b ; :
igger Car—With  Pow
igger Car—With More Power
~ Along wheelbase of 112 incl'xes—ca‘n-
tilever rear springs and 4 inch tyres give
the greatest edase in riding.

You get solid comfort and in addition

all the speed and power
ever require.

Compare the specifications of this
car with those of other cars in. its price

class and form your ewn
its value. ‘

Then ask us for a demonstration and

let us prove to you that

mistake in selecting the Overland.

84-B

{ The Willys-Knight five passenger touring car, 114 inch
\ wheelbase, Knight type engine,

For this car is equipped
with the same big powerful four cylinder
eh bloc motor that has made the Over-
land famous throughout the world.

that you will

opinion as to

you made no

City Club Building,

T. A. MACNAB & Co.,

Distributors.

St. John's

e T T 90

e R R

The Willys-Overland Company, Toledo, Ohio, U. S. A.

Even if the German Government

should solemnly promise not to sink |
| hospital ships,

the losses of the Bel-
gian Relief Commission show that in
all probability the promise would be
broken. Submarines are still sinking

relief ships, plainly marked and car- |

rying the German Government’s
written guarantees of
granted in accordance with pledges
given by that Government on March
15. The latest additions to the list of
those sent to the bottom are the Ring-
horn and the Kongsli, torpedoed a fe
days ago without warning,
called “safe.” The Kaiser's

is their custom to shell
the lifeboats in which sailors try to
save themselves as the relief ships

and their cargoes of food are going |

down. In this way they killed seven
of the Haalen's men and wounded
nine in the boats of the Tunisie.  Nor-
wegians complain because their sail-
ors are victims of this inhuman prac-
tice. Two weeks ago the lifeboats of
three of their ships, the Blomvag, Star
and Bergengut, all torpedoed without
warning, were targets for murderous
gunfire. Eight men were killed in one
s

immunity, |

w | worldwide
in routes |

pirates |
are not satisfied with the destruction !
of-'such ships, sailing under his pro- |
{ tection. It

{ of them and four in another.

These recent proofs of German
bratal cruelty and barbarism are ad-
ditions'to a long list of .offenses which
show, as President Wilson said, that
the German Government “has thrown
“aside all considerations of human-
“ity and is running gmuck.” They call
for official denunciation by all the
neutral nations of the world. Even
those intellectual giants in “Berlin
who, we are told, have been “intently
“studying the problem of Germany’s
unpopularity,” without
finding a solution of it, might be en-
lightened if they would give due
weight to the record of their Govern-
ment’s foul crimes on the seas.—N. Y.
Times.

Are you going to get a New
Suit of Clothes for Spring? |If

| so, buy now; as the longer you

delay the more you pay. We
have a splendid line of Tweeds
and S¢rges’of the very finest
quality, and our cut and work-
manship need no advertising.
SPURRELL BROS., 365 Wates
Sh'eet.—-marld eod.ﬁf
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| Gardening to Music.

Christian Science Monitor: The
story is one of a derelict hcp garden
in -Kent; of a2 reiz) camp of
soldiers, and of the War Agn(ulmml
Committee. It tells how the War Ag-
ricultural Committee took note of the
derelict hop garden, and approached
the military authorities at the camp,
intimating certain views; how the
military authorities took up the mat-
ter with enthusiasm; how - 500 men
marched to the hop garden with bands
playing; how in two hours the poles
in fifteen acres were pulled up, and
stacked ready for removal; how the
soldiers were played back to their
billets by the band; how a check was
forthcoming for their labors; how,
next day, a steam plow was hard at
work, and how, within a very short
time, what was once a hop garden
was planted with potatoes.

STOMACH TROUBLES.
Stafford’s Prescription “A”
cures Indigestion and Dyspep-
sia. Pricé 25 and 50c. bottie.

thanTine

Postage 5 and 10c. extra.

' London
| plenty of substitutes which c¢an be

Substifutes for Bread.

Daily Mail: There . are
served in place of bread in any niid-
dle ‘or upper-class household. Oat-
meal, barley flour, rice flour, and
rice, to say nothing of lentils, and
nuts, and maize, provide the cook
with abundance of choice. Bread
should be saved and spared in every
coriceivable manner and should nev-
er henceforth be placed on the table
ready cut or made into toast. For the
really poor the conditions are differ-
ent. They must have bread because
it is their principal article of diet. If
we can save a weekly average of a
pSund of bread per head then we
shall defeat the submarine blockade.
TES: situation is so exceedingly. seri-
ous that it ccalls for the utmost self-
denial and care. Tlioughtlessnéss in
tiie eonsumption of food has become
almost as dangerous to the cause of
freedom as open disloyalty.

Label fruit jars with pictures from
fruit catalogs; that is, if you want the
children to do the labeling and en-

joy it.
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