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The “Imperialism’ of the London
Spectator is beyond the suspicion even
of Canadian Imperialists. At least it
has been so up to date. - It may, how-
ever, find itself an outcast from the
elect if it continues to express such
“separatist” views as this: “Perhaps
the complete naturalness of Canadian
navagl ambition” will become more ap-
patent if we compare the situation now
with what occurred when the garri-
sons of British regular troops were
withdrawn from Canada and Australia.
Canada .and Australia mfight hawve
¢aid then that they did not care to go
to the trouble oi training and main-
taining treeps of their own, and would
prefer 40 hire British-regiments to con-
tinue -the .work: of garrisoning the
ccuntrg. ! Ingtead of that, they prefer-
rea to raise troops appropriate to their
peculiar duties. . When we look back
on those times it. would appear to us
albsurgsif the colonists had come to
any other decision. And we feel sure
that a hundred years from now, when
a considerable Canadian navy will be
in existence, manned by the splendid
seamen who inhabit the Atlantic and
Pacific coasts of Canada, Englishmen
will wonder that it was proposed that
Canadians should pay other sailors to
do their work for them.”

The Calgary Taxpayers®” association
asked the council for an ‘‘outside”
audit of the city’s books at the city’s
expense. The council decided to allow
the associatioin to make an audit at
their own expense. The finance com-
mittee of the council favored the ap-
pointment of an official auditor who
would go over the books of all the
cities in the Province annually. It is
not clear why the Province should bear
this expense unless 'by- guaranteeing
bonds or otherwise the Province be-
comes financially coneerned in .the
management of a city’s affairs.

Mr. White, late Dominion geograph-
etr, declares Canada got the best of it
by the Ashburton- treaty, and came
ou* of the squabble with 6,000 square
miles to avhich she had no eclaim and
had ‘fiever laid any «claim.  This is
balm to certain sore spots in the Can-
adian memory, even if the geographer
does“nob tell us what-the added “ter
ritory’”’ comsists of. Wheat land, roeks,
water or gumbo, it represents a w'n
where we had thought we lost.

That *the brewers were in the fight
against the budget has been apparent
from the.first. Why it aroused their
disapprobation. is indicated by the
declaration’ that in .Scotland the im-
mediate effect -of the - budget - taxes
“equalled, if it did not exceed, that
“oi any. first-class temperance bill
“since the passing oi the Forbes Mac-
“Kenzie. act, which came into opera-
“tion in 1854.” An Edinburgh police
official has stated that as compared
with the record for 1008, last year
would show a drop of 2,000 prisoners
of the “dfunk and' incapable” and
“drunk “and disorderly” e¢lasses. In
blas@d{t{ﬁé decrease in liquor coni-
sumption - has beén - cdincident with
dnereases in. the number and the tétal
of savings Dank deposits. The meas-
ure seamis to have accomplished all
the distillers deciared it would accom-
plish in the direction of promoting
sobriety and of- incidentally hurting
their. business. . How they attacked it
in'-the ¢campaign -is ‘beginning to be
Shown jin British papers. A correspond-
ent of the Morning Leader tells of a
Iriend who purchased some spirits. He
was presented with a voucher and told
#ie ‘would ‘get 'a shilliing back if he
voted Comservative. A writer in the
Manchester Guardian tells how, shop-
ping on Christmas eve and ‘awaiting
his turn at the counter of a big groe-
ery “establishmignt in Manchester, he
heard a workifig woman ask the prices
of -whisky. ' Bhe- décided to hive a
‘bottle” Wt “three shillings and three-
pence. - The shopman asked Hor her
name and address, and explained: “If

_“‘the opposite party gets in at the elec:
o = .

“ Many -persons find - themselves at-
fecied with a “ersistent cough after
an attack of inrdpenza. As this cough
ean' be ‘prop-ptly cpred by the use o
Chamberlai:x’s ' Cough = Remedy, %
shoud 8¢’ X¥e allowed to run on until
it beccws. wlubdlesome. Sold by all
Lealeny.

“tion, fivepence of the price will be

“at the election you may have five-
“pence back.’”’
was a case of putting up shillings to
save pounds. The assumption is that
the Unionists assured them they
would get the pounds if the shillings
proved effective.

“FREE TRADE” FOR CANADA.

Hon. Mackenzie King proposes to
give the consumers a chance to get
at combines which oppress them by
unduly enhancing prices or by re-
straining ‘trade. Heretofore the con-
sumers have had a remedy against
such imposition in theory, but not in
practice. The courts of the land have
been open, and operations of this char-
acter were plainly against the law; but
to get action started
throngh the courts was
matter. While in
cases relief thas

and carried

a difficult
several notable
been secured, the
number of these cases does not cor-
respond at all with the number in
which relief was declared to be needed
with some appearance of good reason.
What is needed is an arrangement by
which consumers who think that a
combine, of this nature exists may
without expense to themselves, have
the matter investigated thoroughly,
impartially and promptly. The law is
ampie for the offence if the law were
brought to bear on the offence more
eagily.

This is what Mr, King proposes to
provide. Under his ibill any six jer
sons who 'believe that they -are being
imposed upon by a law-breaking com-
bination may appeal to a judge of the
High court for an order to grant an
investigation. The judge will assure
himself that a prima facie case exis
If satisfied that a combine exists
which is detrimental to the oconsum-
ers the judge shall order an investi-
gation. This order is to be directed
to the Minister of Labor who will then
call upon the plaintiffs and the parties
accused to each choose an arbitrator.
These two are then to choose a thind,
or if they cannot decide on one, the
Minister is to appoint one. The third
arbitrator must be a judge, and shall
b> the chairman of the boatd. The
board will have the powers of a court
of record, may require the attendance
of witnesses and the
documents and

production of
take evidence under
cath. The Government bears the ex-
pense of the inquiry.

Having investigated the matter, the

board wiil draw up a report and for-
ward it to the Minister who is requir-
ed to publish it in the Canada Gazette,
to forward copies to the plaintiffs and
defendants, and to provide copies to
uewspapers or other parties desiring
them. The clause of the bill regarding
this is broad and clothes the board
with powers of recommending what
should be done to afford relief in case
they find a combine to have existed
and to have operated
manner :—
. The board- shall expeditiously and
fully and careiully inquire into the
matters referred to it and all matters
affecting the merits thereof, including
the question of whether or not the
price or rental of any article concerned
[has becn unreasonably enhanced or
competition in the supply thereof un-
duly rrsiricted in consequence of a
combine, and shall make a 'full and
detailed Teport thereon to the Min-
ister, which report shall set forth the
various proceedings and steps taken by
the board for the purpose of fully and
carefully. ascertaining all the facts and
circumstances connected with the al-
leged combine, including such find-
ings ‘and recommendations as in the
opinion of the board are in accordance
with the merits and requirements of
th: case.

The bill goes farther than this. In
case the board find that prices have
béen unduly enhanced or competition
uniairly restricted because of a duty
being imposed on the importation of
articles of “a kind made or handled by
them, the Governor General in Coun-
cil is given power to reduce sueh duty
or to abolish it altogether. Another
ciause provides that ¥ the holder of
a patent uses this to improperly boost
the price of it or to retard the manu-
facture and sale of it, the patent may
bz cancelled.

There is a further penalty clause that
if -the guilty parties or corporations
persist in the .conduct which has been
1eported against, they shall be guilty
of an indictable offence and' liable to
a penalty not exeeeding $1,000 and
costs for each day they offend after
th® expiration of ten days from the
publication of .the board’s report in
the Canada Gazette.

t is to be hoped the bill passes with-
out essential amendment. The neeg

in an illegal

for it is imperative. For years it has
|been alieged that lawdsbreaking com-
_binations exist in Canada, some under
shelter of the tariff. some by virtue
of having corralled all the manufact-
{ories of certain articles into the -con-
trel of “‘rifigs.”” ‘The truth should be
made known.- If the combinations
have not been transgressing the laws,
vt have been dealing fairly with their
patrons; they sheuld-welcome the pub-
lication of the fact. If they have been
doing otherwise the publio are entitied

stand, whereupon the shopman exprns-;combincs who occupy seats in Pariis-
sed himself a little more explicitly,' ment.
318 ansaymg: “Ii the Conservatives get in

With the brewers it!
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to relief. Which they have becn do-'

“returned if you apply for it.” The ing we shall probably be able tojudge‘to make them ind
woman did not seem quite 'to under-|

from the attitude of those mémbers of

The measure seems adequate to the
need. It provides for impartial, prompt
and full investigation of alleged
abuses of this character, and for publi-
cation of the facts. It explicitly em-
powers the Government to abolish an
item in the tariff or to cancel a patent
if either is found to be the shelter
behind whieh illegal practices are be-
ing committed, -And it puts a good
stifi penalty on the eombination which
does not mend. its ways promptly that
these have fbecome known to be illegal.

It the bill' passes it wiil ‘be up to
the-consumers of Canada to back up
what they have been saying with ac-
tion. If after it comes into force they
continue to lbe fleeced by what they
claim to be the illegal practices of
combines and mergers they will have
only themseclves to blame. The means
of relief will be before them, free for
their use without money and without
price. They; may have “free trade”
within Canada by simply asking for
it .

ENGLAND UNDER IRISH RULE.
The Nationaiists hold the balance
ofi power in the new British Parlia-
ment. So long as they vote with the
Government, or abstain from voting,
the Government will have a majonity
in the House. If they chose to vote
with the Umionists the Government
would be left with a minority. From
being the governed, Ireland becomes
the governor. No doubt Mr. Redmond
end his followers will extract amuse-
meni and satisfaction from the pro-
tests of the English Unionist members
against England being governed by
Ireland. They have demanded home
rule for Ireland so long that it will
b« musie in their ears to hear “home
rule for Engiand” adopted as the
slogan of those to whom they have
appealed in vain. If the granting of
home rule for Ireland meant the im-
ruediate cutting down of the Irish re-
presentation in the House of Commons
sufficiently to
make

destroy its power to
and unmake British govern-
raents, the Nationalists might prefer
to Lhave the measure postponeid for a
year or so that they might the longer
enjoy the luxury of hearing their owm
arguments and plaints advaneed. on
bzhulf of England and by the men
who have hitherto treated them with
contempt or ‘denounced them as dis-
loyal. It will now be the part of
M:. Redmond to urge the English “Na-
tionalists” to exercise patience, and to
reirain from language which might
tend to disturb the peaceful relations
between the two islands. If he sees
fit to do so—as he probably will—he
can very effectively toss .back to the
Unionist members for England some
of the insults and insinuations they
kave hurled at the men who demanded
the right of local administration for
Ireland. 1t will be open to him now
0 call in question the loyalty of Eng-
land to Ireland and to reverse Lord
Miiner’s picture of a German fleet us-
ing an Irish harbour as a thase for
aa attack upon England. Celtiec im-
agery will have lost its flight and the
Celtic tongue its cunning if the Na-
Yionalists do not draw from their alt:
erec position the opportunity for en-
joying themseives and torturing:the
traditional ioe.

There is not very much danger of
th> Nationalists splitting with. the
Government. Whatever they have to
hope from the Liberals they have ro
thing to hope for from the Conserva-
tives. The name Unionist is the final
answer to any expectations of getting
hcme rule from the Conservative
party. The question of questions too
at the moment 1s the fight with the
House ¢f Lords. The Irish members
have no particular reason to love the
Lor”s nor to fight for them. Are not
tae members of the Upper House eith-
er the “absentee landlord™ in  whose
name outrages havée been written on
th> records of Ireland, or his assocci-
ates and the champions of his class?
Wkhat chance would a home rule bill
have while the House of Lords holds
the power oi absolute veto? The sue-
ces: '0of home rule depends on the
Nationalists upholding the Govern-
ment in their fight with the Londs. If
the . Govérnment are dependant on
the Nationalists, so are the National
ists depenident on_ the Government.
More, their chances depend Ilargely
on their maintaining the present situ-
ation. 8o long as they control the
majority of the House of Commons
they are in a position to demand home
rule. [If they lost that position they
would lose also the power to back up
their demand with force. If the Gov-

,Liberal Government the pledge nfi Sir

ernment were defcated, Mr. Balfour
would be called to power. But with'
a minority in the House he could not
long continue in office. Another aJ)—I
peal to the country would. be the|
almost immediate- resuit. And an-!
other appeal would likely bz decisive
one way or the cother. The English
voters would go strongly for either
the budget and reform or a tariff and
reaction. - A Goverriment of one party
or the other would come into power

backed by a majority large enou,g-h'scsses must go. The power wh
ependent of the Na- claims from time to time of, in effect,
tionalist wvotes.
errment were led by Mr. Asquith or solution and—so far as lgislative pro-
Mr Balfour, the home rulers would jects are concerned

legislative steril-
have no grip upon them.

Ii it were a!ity—that power must go also.”

! idward Grey in a ‘more recent
home rule would doubtless be ful-|address said: “Mr. Balour
filled but the measure of its ful'ﬁlnwnt‘nmnifest.) dwelt on the powers which
might not be to Mr. Redmond’s liking, | Were given to second chambers - in
and in the negotiations he would have. other civilized and progressive coun-
no effective force behind his demands. | tries. Yes; but always to elected see
It it were a Conservative Governmert ona chambers—not to hereditary sec-
th- Unionist pledge would doubfless |ond chambers. If we were to take
also be implemented—by the summary Para.leis from abroad the first we
rejection of -every home rule proposal. | would take was that they had not
At present the Nationalists have the hereditary but elective chambers. This
promise of home rule and have the' Was a question of life and death for
Par!lam»ntary power of compelling the Liberalism.
salisfactory fulfilment of that prom»'
ize. They are not at
throw

The hereditary principle
all likely tojof date.”

by (bringing Fy

about the election of a Government MR. FOSTER’S CONFESSION.
independent oi their votes. That MI'.I Mr. Foster says in effect that while
Redmond and his colleagues so un-11 member of the Dominion
derstand the situation they have made Government he maintained and exar
plain; and what Mr. Redmond says|cised a “system of party patronage”
that the Nationalists will do. ~ At{wihich constituted ‘““a menace to '.on-
least until the Lords have been settled | ex: and efficient government,” ncited
with and the home rule bill passed,|“t, great waste of resources and {x-
ths Government will undoubtedly | travagance of expenditures’” and te d-
have the solid support of himself and]ed “Inevitably to corrupt and jsver
his followers, tt> tone of public morals.

who remember what the

‘;U Liberals was one which was out
{

away their case

e was a

>

Those
patronage
system was like in Mr. Foster’s day
Tt is interasting to note that Ger-|and the kind of service the people got
many is taxing the “unearned incre-|Irom it will not c¢ispute the accuracy
ment” of land values. In the past two |of this description
mcenths thirty-two German towns have
either adopted an increment tax or|himself to say that this was what
have approved the principle. One|hc thought about the system until his
State, the principality oi Lippe, has|opponents came to manage the affairs
declared for the tax for other than|of the country, and until they had
municipal purposes. The Government |made what Mr. Foster cannot deny
proposed to the municipalities|to 'be substantial improvements in
power. to levy such tax but the legis-|the¢ patronage system. 8o long as Mr.
lature changed the proposal “into an |Foster
obligatory state tax, and also gave the |civil servants only members of his
municipalities power to levy a similar|{own party got the jobs, and not a
tax. The state will do the assessing,|word escaped him that would indicate
but the amount payable will be divided|that he thought the
between the state and the municipal- [than the best that dould possibly be
ity, the state taking one-fourth. This|devised for the c&icient and econom-
arrangement is siniilar to that embod. |ica! transaction of the public business.
ied in the Lloyd-George budget. Ber-[8v long as he
lin "is among the cities have|buying of
decided to aopt the tax.

TAXING THE INCREMENT.

Mr. Foster, of course, did not a'low

give

retained the appointment of

arrangement other

and his friends had the
supnlies without tender
supported * them in
elections and contributed to their slush
WANTED, A GOVERNOR. funds he had not a word to say about
Lord Minto is tired of India, as In-|the wastefulness ond extravagance
dia seems to be tired of Lord Minto.|which their course was inducing. 8o
Official life in that country has some |long. as they were the men who were
aspects which must be' rudely- discon- | wielding ihe patronage influence Mr.
certing to one used tg the smooth cur-| Foster couid nst di cern in it an din-
rent of existence at'Rideal Hall. Andfluence for the lowering of public mor-
the Brahmins have been paying more|als. or if he did so he ‘was very care
attention to Lord Minto than they or-|ful to not let the fact be known. It is
dinarily do to goverfidrs. They havejonly when it seems very improbable
rather excelled themselves in the effort | that he will again have the chance of
to make things interesting for him. At{appointing civil servants and of pur-
least the Brahmins are eredited with | chasing public supplies that he tells
inspiring the attentions which have|us what he really thinks about the
been paid him at times in the shape{nature and results of the system which
of bombs and other ‘missives or mis-|h: practised so long as the country
siles expressive of a warm concern in|allowed him to manage a department
him. Not that the Brahmin or-any-|of its affairs.
body else has it in. for Lord Minto| It is Mr. Foster’s ill-luck to give
more than for the usual run of gov-|h:s views to the world at a time wher
ernors. On the contrary, it seems to;they must reflect upon. himself more
be Lord Curzon they have in mind.|severely than upon his opponents. If
The “prancing” methods oi this pro-|the picture he draws of the system is
consul came brvtty nearly bringing on!in any measure true today it is in-
an eruption before he found it <‘x-‘ﬁniroly more a truthful picture of the
pedient to- take up his residence in'system as practised by Mr. Foster and
England. He is gone but not forgot-{his friends. If the system today were
ten, and his suecesscrs must stand the | the mischievous system of his time
consequences of being judged -to Ibz|the castigation might be deserved. But
of the same stripe. . The practical dif-|it is not the same system. Improve-
ficulty of the situation is to get some- | ments have been made in it, improve-
body to take 2Iinic’s place. At pres-'ments which Mr. Foster cannot deny
ent he is holding down the job while'and which he cannot deny to be very
the home authorities scurry around'great improvements. Tenders are now
and find some one willing to take it called for supplies needed by the pub-
oif his hands.  The applicants Most, of the large spend-
scarce. The Earl of Dudley ‘declined !ing departments have appointed pur-
with thanks, saying that his wife|chasing agents to do their ibuying and
wanted him to stay in England. She|the system is being extended. The
apparently values him. Lord Maec-|“patronage list’” of Mr. Foster’s time,
Donell is considered a probable choice. | which specified who was allowed to
He is Irish, which is to say he does'sell to the Government, has been
not understand why anyone should!abolished. Employees of the inside
turn down a governorship just because service are now engaged through a
there is a bit of excitement t‘hrowuf(‘ivil service commission and their fit-
in A bomb-throwing in Calcutta is ness tested by competitive examina-
perhaps as near to -a Belfast riot as'tion. So far as purchase oi supplies
on> could reasohably: expect in the'and the inside service are concern-
climate. The clementy of danger'er there is no patronage system. The
is of .course purely incidental. |putronnge system still extends to the
He has two other points in his favor:|“outside” service. This means that
he is very popular with the natives,'thc Government which has to answer
and was very unpopular with Lord for the conduct of those servants who
Curzon. His appointment as Vice-roy'ur? brought in contact with the pub-
would mark the first time a man from 'li-. has a say as to who those servants
the ranks had worked up that far. Al shall be and as to how tong they sl.all
other courses being impossible, it' continue to be servants. Whatever
seems probable that India may now’puh]ic disadvantages this arrangemant
get a governor who knows snmething'may have, it has one important ad:
about India and the Indians.

which
from those who

are lic service.

vantage: the public know where to lay
ccmplaints against such servants ai:d
where to lock for a remedy for ti:eir
LORDS. grievances. If these men were ap-

Premier Asquith and Sir Edward  pcinted by an agency other than the
Grey are commonly held to be the government .and independent ©f the
conservative element in the Imperial|government they could snap their firg-
cabinet. They may 'be taken to ex:|ers in the faces of the public, and un-
press the coolly-deliberated attitude of {les; the employing ecommission were
the Government toward”the House of public-spirited enough to. fire them,
Lords. In hrs Albert Hall speech on{could continue to do so with impun-
Decemiber 10th, Mr. Asquith said: “We|ity At present the Government is di-
are not as I say, proposing the aboli-|rectly responsible.to the people .for
tion of the House of Lords, or the set- | their efficiency and the propriety of
ting ur: of a single ahamber, but we |their conduct, and if the local member
dc ask, and we gre going to ask the,is a supporter of the Governmeni he
electors to say that the House of Lords|is the man who is gone after. What-
should be ccnfined within the author-'ever evils may ‘be mixed with this good
ity of a second chamber, as I 9num~’f«atum, are but a remnant of those
erated to you a few-moments ago, The entailed by the system inherited and

absolute veto which W at present pes- practised by Mr. Foster, and of which
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ich it he has given a velated charagteriza-| tion.

Whether the Govi ccmpelling us to choose between a dis-{

in his!

~ o

"tion.

CONSISTENT, BUT IN ERROR.
Toronto Star—‘If Sccialism. ever gets
here,” remarks the Peterboro Review,
“we shall have combines, trusts, merg-
ers and monopolists to thank for it.”’
The Kingston Whig thinks that ‘“‘the
contbines and monopolies will see in
the new King bill, now before panlia-
ment, the legalizing of machinery
that will put them out-of business.’
t remeains for the Hamilton Spectator

bines with the statement that ‘“‘not
only are they a necessity, but when
properly conducted they result in such
cheapening of- production as makes
them a distinct benefit to the consum-
ing public.”
consumers have never noticed this
higher prices, and any cheapening of
production which there has been has
simply added so much more to the
profits of the comlbinesters, since it
has been accompanied by the elimina-
tion of ompetition. The
feeis quite doleful over the situation:
“It may be, as the Whig says, tha
the King 'bill in foree will put them
out of business, but why the Whig
should rejoice in anticipation i tis
difficult to understand. Let our con-
temporary figure dor awhile on the
trade conditions that
putting out of business of the com-
bines, and we imagne _that it will
reach the conciusion tnat Hen. Mr.
King would have been better engaged
had he advocated the appointment of
a permanent trade commission to reg-
uiate the combines, and presented a
bill which would have definied the
limits within which trade combina-
tions would have been possible.”
Regulation of comwbines thas, unior-
tunately, proved anything but a sue-
cess, and more’ radical treatment has
become necesssary. The most that can
be said of the Spectator’s position is
that it is a consisten view for an ad-
vocate of high tariff to take. Proteec-
tion makes monopoly easy and favors
the manufacturer
the consumer. Whatever may be said
of Mr. King’s bill, the Spectator will
have but little public sympathy in its
attempt to decry all efforts to prose-
cute the combines just as soon as they
enhance values in restraint of trade.

THE BRITISH UNEMPOYED.
Montreal Witness—That the poor
must be clways with us- is not so
cheerfully and confidently expressed
as once it used to be. Time was when
we took pride in our charities and
considered it as natural for some peo-
ple always to be in need of eleemo-
synary. soup as it was kind of us to
ladle it eut. When Lady Bountiful
visited the slums, "it was with the
glow of self-satisfaction that she could
in aAy way patronize what she did not
doubt was, after all, 'a necéssary in-
stitution. We have changed all that,
and now consider pauperism and the
cvils in train as a stain upon’our
civilization, to be cleansed as quickly
as it ¢qn’be Jdonel. We! have-alk sorts
of schemes and vegulatioms 4or seeing
that housing is decent, that food is
pure, and we are beginning—even the
slowest of us—to want the main cause
of pauperism shut off, namely, drink.
is good to learn that pauperism is
asing  in Engiand, slowly, o
but surely. = At the present
time, it'is shown by Mr. John Burns,
that on July 1 last there was a total
of 904,023 so-called puupers in the
workhouscs of England and Wales, but
this is reduced to 773,066 by subtract-
ing 115,165 insanse and 16,712 casuals.
Of the remainder, 328,649 were women,
242,546 were children, and only 201,-
873, or 26 per cent.—were men. Tt
is found, indeed, that when from the
totai number of paupers are taken sll
the aged and infirm, children and in-
sane—alas<es. relieved on account of
physical or mental disability—85 per
cent. is accounted for, leaving oniy
118:389, or 13.1 per cent. able-bodied.
Of these, 47,334 are indoor, and 70,
185 are outdoor vaupers, and oi the
indoor, 25,711 are mea and 22,123 are
women. Baut of the male indcor paup
ers only 9, are able-bodied men in
health: and of these, 3,208, or 33 per

cent., are in Londen alone.
means that less than threz par
sand of the populatilm ¢f sh'a hel'n 1
inen are in the wo.koouses ia |
rand  and Wales. And ev
poimnts to a growing improvement in
these figures i the years to come—|
tnless Eagland shaek’cs herseli with

protection.

vthing

THE PERPETUATION OF PLENTY.

Toronto Globe—Mr. Siitou could
not have given more vital preoof of
his estimate of the importance of the
work he has undertaken in connee-
tion with the Conservation commission
than by anuouncing that whil een
¥aged. on 1t he has determined to
withdraw from all participation in
uarty political affairs.
of his new task is well worth the
sacrifice. Canada is in the position
oi having been warned in time. - The
agitation for fostering, pr.serving, and
perpetuating the various boons that
111:\1111‘” confers on man. has enforcod
itself at a time when Canadians have
still much to preserve. The wurk of!
waste is unfortunately not unknown
here, but owing to the comparative |
vouth of our civilization its progress!
:has been less than in any other part
of the North American continert. By!
jtaking thoughi and profiting by :he
experience of older ecountries the con-
sequences «f such mistakes as we have
made may be mitigated, if not wholl
obliterated. The fertility o? the soil,’
the rynamic power of the running wat-
ers, the forests that are the inherit-
ance of ages—avery aatural beon, in
*fact, which intelligence and care mav
perpetuate—these should be the preci-
ocus <charge of this generation of (\m-j
adians and transmitted unimpaired to
prosperity.

Mr. Sifton’s statement that poverty
is the portion of the tillers of the soi!
wherever farming land has been in
! cultivation for upwards of two cen-
| turies was a striking part of an ad-!
dress which canot fail to challenge at-
tention. It can be stated without re-'
serve that under proper conditions the
fertility . of soil can be indefinitely
maintained. .And yet we see in the
older civilizations, especia:ly in Asia,

,taway for

to rush to the assistance of the com-|

Strange to say, however, |

trend ol affairs. Combines have meant !

Spectator !

will follow the!

at .the expense of|

half her existence. An

The magnitude !
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Gibbon has pointed out that
{ regions which today are hideous wild.
j ernesses contained in the days before
{Zingis Khan and Tamerlane flourish-
ing populations. The sword of the
,conqueror has undoubtedly had some-
i thing to do with their desolation, and
bad government also something, but
, at the present soil exhaustion and
soil erosion offer the most insuperable
barrier to recolonization. But we do
:nwl need to go so far back or so f
‘warning examples. The
idv:‘wrnl farms ol New England offer
mourniul testimony to the fact that
{the English-speaking man &an create
, & «desolation sca 3
than the Mongo! or the
It needs but little inve stigation to
| demonstrate how important is the in-
quiry on which the Conservation eom-
mission is entering. hat is essentially
needed is an enlightened public opin-
ion on the various questions invelved,
Without the awakening of that not
{ much could 'be done. The public mind
jmust be made open and sensitive ot
ltm- auties which one

)‘m})wl,*n\‘

ni:'kA

ration owes
{to that which succeeds it.” and so on
in perpetuity, and that unless we take
thought and take pains there will be
)T('Eit)llﬁ deprivations and losses
(In our own day.

|
even
r The great work of
ythe Conservation commission will be
to awaken that publice opinion, so that
the practices and wastes of the past
ymay become impossible and unthink-

able.

ENGINEER KILLED ONT. H. & B.

Engine of Freight Jumped Rails With
Fatal Result.

Hamilton, Jan. 30—Henry Rennie,
198 Homewood avenue, an engineer,
was killed, and James N
fireman, and George Beamsley, brake-
man, were injured in a wreck in the
'I'u_roniu, Hamilton and Buffalo freight
belt line, near Jockey club grounds
this morning about 8 o’clock. The
dead man was married only
weeks. g

The crew had been engaged all night
gathering freight along the spur line
and ;were making the last trip. The
engme passed under the bridge on t}
main line of the G. T. R., some
feet, when it jumped the rails and
plunged into the embankment. It
'\\':15 I?n*own across the track
cars loaded with pig iron
top.

seven

e

forty

and two
piled on

The pig iron shot into the cabin «
the engine and struck the engin
lfiliing him almost 1'11~mut]v.c The
m'f,'m:m, Herdman, was not seriously
mjured. Brakeman B amsley, who
Was lying flat on top of the third ear
f!‘m:l_ the engine while the train was
bassing under the [bridge, was shot
along the car and into the pig iron
but was not badly hurt. The engino
1s a total wreek. The cars (‘al:‘:ht
fire but the flames were extinguished
There will be an : 4 ‘

f
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FAILED TO GET INTO LODGE.

Daring _Attempt Made to Enter
Masonic Lodge Room at Windsor.

~ Windsor, Ont., January 30.—A dar-
{ing attempt by a small party of im-
| bosters to secure admission to a pro-
tminent Mascnic lodge here was frus-
|tmlwd Friday night by the vigilance
of the lodge officers, who had been
notified in advance of the probable at-
tempt to gain admission.
l The information was received " that

& man known as Dr. Gooderich would

.| appiy at the Windsor Masonic Temple

and after registering in the nsual man.
ner, try to make his way into the
lodge ropm withott undergoing the
usual preliminaries required ° of all
siranzers who elaim Masonic affilia-
tions.

The man made appearance and
with him were two young men, who
gave their names as Wilkins. All
claimed to belong to the Acaeia lcdge,
in Wyandotte, Michigan. - The men
claimed to have paid Goderich money,
in return for which he agreed to ad-
{minister the first three 1egular Ma-onic
degrees. These degrees, ‘the young
‘men asserted, had been given them
by Gooderich in a small room in
 Wyandotte.

e | THE§SUFFERING

¥ OMAN ENDURES

Can be Banished by the Rich, Red
Blood Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills
Actually Make.

Behind the veil of her modesty and
silent patience nearly every woman en-
dures suffering ‘that casts a shadow over
aching back,
tired limbs, attacks of faintness, and
headache upon headache need not be part
‘of a woman’s life. Such trials indicate
plainly that the system requires the new
blood that is supplied by Dr. Williams’
Pink Pills. These Pills are valued by
suffering women, wheé have used them,
above all other ‘'medicines, because thes
make the rich, red blood that makes wo-
men well, bright and at their best. This
is' the secret of the great success of Dr.

 Williams’ Pink Pills. Mrs. Geo. C. Wad-
.den, Wadden’s Cove, N.S.,

says:—“A few
years ago I was completely run down.
At times I woud be so weak.that I was
unable to do my housework. I suffered
from severe headaclies, pains in the back
and dizziness, and at times I felt as
though life was scarcely worth living. I
had tried several medicines without get-

, ting relief, when I finally decided to give

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills a trial. After
using two or three boxes I noticed a
change, and after taking the Pills about
two menths T was again emjoying good
health, and have since been well and
streng. 1 can confidently recommend
Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills to all weak and
run-dcwn women.”

You can get this great bocd-building,
health restoring medicine from any deal-
er in drugs, or the Pills will be sent by
mail at 50 cents a box or six boxes for
$2.50 by The Dr. Williams’ Medicine Co.,
Brockville, Ont.

New Judge From Kamloops.
Ottawa, January 30.—John Donald
Swanson ,of Kamloops, B.C., has been
appointed Judge of County Court of
Tale, in place of Judge Spinks, who
has resigned. Judge Swanson will
be the local judge of th: Supreme

the withering’ effects of soil exhaus-iCourt.

Herdman, a-

e

STRIKEN CITY |
BEING REST
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and Authorities.
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