
BRITISH ATTACK IN BLIZZARD Great Naval Developments STEAMER IAUREE SUNK.
AND TIE GERMAN POSITONS in North Sea are Presaged OFF THE COAST OF IRELAND

r

Ccrma"3 Trapped Russia Has Trouble 
and! Forced to bur- ? r» t*
render Without a With Food Supplies
Fight; Many Pris­
oners Taken

Destroyed Either 
by Sub. or Collis­
ion With a Mine; 

• 121 Persons Saved

Extensi of Na-
Di Reach Finàl AgreementFor Belligents 
OperationsLondon. Jan. 29.—Russia IS experiencing tamlne in the midst 

ol' plenty, according to an undated articlé in The Times from a cor­
respondent in tha^ country. The article refers chiefly, but not ex­

clusively, to Petrograd and Moscow. The writer believes that 
there is enough food in Russia to supply the entire population for 
two years, but owing to the inadequacy of the railroads, the lack of 
organization and co-ordination in distribution, the people in some 
districts find it difficult and even impossible to get supplies.

The people of Petrograd have to stand in queues for many 
hours, to obtain meat, break, milk, sugar and vegetables. The ther­
mometer in the capital is sometimes 20 below zero.

' Amsterdam. Jan. 28.—via London, Jan. 29.—According to a 
Budapest telegram, Count Stephen Tisza, the Hungarian premier, re­
plying to a question in the Hungarian parliament said- that an 
agreement had been reached bet ween the Austrian and Hungarian 
governmnts ( guaranteeing each government the right to give no- 

' tice /of the termination of commercial treaties of the monarchy. 
This right regarding a commercial treaty with Germany, which ter­
minated at the end of December 12, has not been used, he explain­
ed. He further declared that in the course of 1917 a final, or pro­
visional agreement between Austria and'Hungary would be con­
cluded and therefore, he said, there was still time to give notice 
6f the termination of commercial treaties with foreign countries.

Jan. 29.—The British 
auxiliary cruiser Laurentic, of 14,- 
892 tons gross, has been sunk by a 
submarine or as a result of striking 
a mine, according to an official state­
ment issued yesterday by the Brit­
ish Admiralty. Twelve officers and 
100 men were saved.

The Laurentic before entérine the 
British naval service was in th^feer- 
vice of the Ocean Steam Navigation 
Company of Liverpool.

She was 550 feet long, and was 
launched at Belfast in 1908.

The Admiralty statement adds'that 
the vessel went down off the Irish 
coast last Thursday.

Before being taken over by the 
British Admiralty for auxiliary cru­
iser duty, the Laurentic was in the 
Canadian service of the White Star 
Dominion Line, 
owned by the Ocean Steam Naviga­
tion Company of Liverpool.

In the first two years of the war 
the Laurentic was engaged in doing 
patrol duty in the Far East, but sev­
eral months ago returned to Euro­
pean waters.

The launching of the Laurentic at 
Belfast in 1908 marked the entry of 
the While Star Line into the Cana- y 
dian trade in conjunction with the 
Dominion Line. The vessel was said 
to be the first passenger steamship 
to be fitted with a combination : of. 
reciprocating engines with a low 
pressure turbine. At that time the 
Laurentic was the largest vessel in 
Canadian -trade. Shè was 555 feet 
long, with a beam of 67 feet four in­
ches. In addition to accommodation 
for 150 first class passengers, 430 
second class and 650 third class pas­
sengers, she was equipped with six 
cargo holds with large refrigerator 
chambers. The Laurentic was a sis­
ter,ship of the Megantic. another 
ship in the Canadian service which 
was requisitioned by the British Ad­
miralty.

LondonBy Courier Letsed Wire.
London, Jan' 29.—Nothing has 

been officially announced here in re­
gard to the extension of the “dan­
gerous to shipping” zone in_ the 
North Sea, but the censor has -per­
mitted the publication of Scandina­
vian despatches referring to the new 
naval measure. According to tele­
grams from Copenhagen, 
vlan traffic with Scotland hereafter 
will be very difficult and the Danis'i 
fishing industry will be considerably 
hampered. - .

, A warning that Great Britain Juti
made a considerable extension to tin 
danger zone in the North Seat was 
received by the State department in 
Washington on Saturday from the 
American embassy at London. The 
new line cuts o# the entire German 
North Sea coast find its purpose is 
presumed to be to bottle up more 
closely the German warships at 
Heligoland and lessen t)ie possibility 
of the escape of raiders.

Washington, Jan. 28.—Important 
naval developments in the European 
war are presaged in an innocent­
looking British Admiralty statement 
declaring an enlarged area of the 
North Sea dangerous to shipping on 
account of belligerent operations. 
The announcement of the Admiralty 
is forwarded here by the Embassy 
at London.

•Heretofore 
banned as dangerous by the British 
authorities was a rectangular mined 

extending; from the mouth cf 
■ the Scheldt Riven opposite Flush! fig 
to the Kentish Knock lightship and 
Goodwin Sands lightship, opposite 
the entrance to the Thames. This 
mine field was established to bar 
the entry of German naval forces 
into the Straits of Dover and the 
English Channel.

Keep Canal Corked
The new “dangerous area” is ap­

parently designed to serve as a bul­
wark against the egress of the Ger­
man fleet fromi-the Kiel Canal and 
its various bases on the North Sea 
coast of Germany, for it is sd de­
limited so as' to make a large area 
of water opposite these German 
bases dangerous to shipping, mer­
chant captains being warned ncfi to 
enter this region except at their 
risk.

The new banned area starts about 
I twenty miles east of Flamborough 

Head, on the British east coast, and 
spreads out in a fan-shaped form to­
ward Jutland, on the Danish coast, 
and Terscbélling Bank, opposite the 
Island of Terschelling, on the Dutch 
coast of Holland. Everything South 
and east of this area is also within 
the dangerous zone. The northwes­
tern limits of the new danger zone 
pass through the Dogger Banks.

By this action the British Govern-
rea-

to shipping 
virtually all that area of the North 
Sea east of the Dogger Banks, be­
tween a point higfi on the Danish 
coast and a point where the Dutch 
makes its wide bend eastward. The 
only waters within this area safe for 
shipping are the Danish aKd Dutch 
territorials waters, that is, a three- 
mile strip of water fringing their 
coasts.

With the British Armies in France,
Jan. 23 (via London, Jan. 28)—From 
a Staff Correspondent of the Asso­
ciated Press.)—In spite of the hard 
weather conditions, a gallant attack 
was made to-day by British troops 
against a strong German point on the 
Somme, resulting in its capture, with (( 
three officers and more than 300 men.
The Germans apparently did not an­
ticipate an attack, and were some-, 
what off guard, owing perhaps to the 
heavy frost and strong blizzard 
sweeping over the snow-covered field.
The Germans remained snugly in 
their dugouts, probably believing that 
the British would do the same.

Outwardly there was no movement 
within the British line, but in the 
trenches the troops were waiting for 
a sudden attack, which had been well 

. prepared for and organized before­
hand. Suddenly the ordinary desul­
tory fire of the British batteries was 
concentrated in a terrific drum fire, 
flinging shells of enormous destruc­
tive force upon the German trenches 
and defensive works.

The barbed wire before the Ger­
man positions was cut as though by 1
shfirp shears. Following the curtain j ( 0llrl,.r ,.eased wlre. 
of fire, the British troops went brisk-1 _ , T ^
ly out into No Man’s Land. The 1 Borne, Jan -9 (New York Times
breath of the men looked like a smoke ‘ cable )—"'Tiré Entente must <act. 
cloud as they went across the field without losing aç instant,” says De-

assz;"1 t «-"ihas done excellent work at the front. 
He urges the adoption of a concert­
ed practical plan, either timing at 
the dismemberment of Austria by- 
attacking her simultaneously from 
the Carso, the Balkans and Galicia, 
or making an irresistible drive witli 
1,000,000 men into AlsacèrLorraine.

In the first case, he says, Italy’s 
right wing should be supported by 
a British fleet in the gulf of Trieste, 
following the method employed in 
the North Sea and the English chan­
nel when the Germans threatened 
Calais. In the second, Italy should

Scandina-

assist in the attack against Germany. 
He recalls the fact that a clause of 
the Triple Alliance agreement fore­
saw the necèssity of a large part of 
the Italian army fighting to aid the 
Germans on the right bank of the 
Rhine, and now says, that it should 
fight on the left; But ,what he in­
sists upon as essential is .unity in 
the direction of the allied cam­
paigns. ___

UNDESIRABLES LOSE CITIZEN­
SHIP.

London, Jan. 29.—According to 
The Mail the rio*e 

submit to parliament a bill author­
izing the forfeiture of the citizen­
ship of undesirable naturalized Brit­
ish subjects. The Mail says that 
during the war scores of naturalized 
citizens have been x detected in acts 
unfriendly to Great BBritain. Some 
of these persons were formerly Ger­
mans and Austrians, others were 
Dutch. Belgian, American, and 
Scandinavian. r
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Twenty - five thousand National 
Guardsmen, have been.released from 
duty on the Mexican frontier, leav­
ing 45,000 still on duty.

Four men were killed and one 
fatally injured near Jackson, Mich., 
when their automobile was struck 
by a train in a blinding snowstorm.

A bomb was discovered on the 
New York subway structure, but the 
lighted fuse was extinguished with a 
pail of water hastily thrown over it 

-try an employe.
Sir Gilbert Parker has arrived at 

New York from England.

Trapped in Dugouts
The British tcoops. had-been cold, 

but, fresh with the heat of battle, they 
moved forward like a machine and 
carried out the operations with pre­
cision and self-control.

The Germans were trapped in their 
dugouts. The British boys were ov­
er and around the position before the 
Germans could get up to bomb them 
or fire upon them with machine guns. 
The whole garrison of the strong 
point surrendered almost without a 
fight, seemingly thinking that resist­
ance was useless. The British suf­
fered few losses and sent back the 
prisoners in triumph.

Meanwhile the German gunners 
had sêen signals of distress, and pre­
sently they becamq aware of the fact 
that the strong point had been cap­
tured, They came out of their dug- 
outs and began firing at the captured 
position, but the visibility was bad, 
owing to the whitish fog, and the 
German drum fire was not so intense 
as in former days on the Somme 
front.

The British troops had taken pos­
session of the deep underground 
rooms withirt ' the German position. 
In this way, the officers laughingly 
said, they celebrated the 
Emperor’s birthday.
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A Troopship
The Laurentic was one of the 

troopships which carried the first 
Canadian contingent across the At­
lantic, and is the third of the vessels 
in t"he great armada that sailed from 
Quebec on Octob 
to the bottom of 
which have been torpedoed pr sunk 
by mines were the Royal Edward 
and the Franconia. The Queen Mary, 
one of the battle ships which con­
voyed the Canadian troops, was sunk 
in the battle of Jutland.

er 1st. tan, to go 
tne sea. The others

The Neutral:-r-“Why don’t you let him go—he says 
The Ally:—“Yes, but he’s such an infernal liar.”

he has had enough?” 

—From London Opinion.

[LECTION BV MMEY OF 276 HIGH WATER MARK REACHED IN 
BRITISH OUTPUT OF MUNITIONS

i '

A

Two only, finest quality Hudson 
Seal Coats to clear. $175.00 coat for 
$140.00; $165.00 coat for $135.00. 
Great reductions in all our furs.—- 
W. L. Hughes Ltd., 127 Colborne 
Street.

Minister oi Inland Revenue Fought Is­
sue on the War to a Victorious 
FinishGerman ment, for military and naval 

sons, has barred )Supply is Now Sufficient For Demands 
of Army, and Domestic Production is 
Given Consideration

m
were given to all the Liberal speak­
ers in the county.”

“In this election, I have from the 
first meeting to the last, put the 
question of the war before my elec­
tors, and I hq.ve told them that it 
was our duty to make all sacrifices 
in order to win the war, I am glad 
to see that the French-Canadians 
have understood the present situa­
tion, and have refused to support my 
opponent, and all the demagogues 
who came to help him in Dorches­
ter. The people of the Province of 
Quebec are in perfect sympathy with 
the rest of Canada in the present

St. Henedine, Dorchester County, 
Que., Jan. 28.-^-Victory perched 

oil the banner of Hon. A. Sevigny 
yesterday when the electors of Dor­
chester County, after one of the 
most strenuous battles in political 
annals in the province, gave the new 
minister a majority of 276 over his 
Liberal opponent, Mr. Lucien Can­
non. who deserted his , provincial 
mandate for the same county to fight 
Mr. Sevigny.

The Conservative parishes clung 
to Mr. Sevigny and were more Con­
servative than in the last provincial 
elections, when Mr. Cannon was el-

V The Annual 
Meeting

Neutrals to
Hold Conference

lSy Courier Leased Wire. ed in the last few weeks instead of 
further increased, 
ment of
is also practically complete, 
trench mortar ammunition and gren­
ades also the production has been so 
developed that ary further increase 
seems unnecessary.

—of the—London, Jan. 29.—Confirming the 
report that the Dutch minister at 
Stockholm had been directed to par­
ticipate in a conference of neutral 
nations, the Danish newspaper Poli- 
tiken is quoted by the correspondent 
at Copenhagen of the Exchange 
Telegraph Company as saying that 
Sweden’s invitation to Holland to 
participate was the outcome of a 
meeting held in Christiania, Norway, 
last autumn. It is intended to dis­
cuss at the coming conference, the 
correspondent adds, the interests of 
neutrals during the war as well as 
the attitude o£ neutrals during peace 
negotiations. ' The date for holding al candidate, 
the conferenc has not been fixed.

London, Jan. 17.—(Correspond­
ence of The Associated Press)—The 
high water mark has now been 
reached and passed in making Brit­
ish guns, shells and all kinds of am­
munition for the Allied armies.

The fact now presents the large 
problem of diverting this production 
into new and useful channels by 
which England will again süpply|the 
outside world with goods, thus di­
minishing the steady outflow of gold 
and checking the decline in the Brit­
ish exchange rate.

At the ministry of munitions and 
the Board of Trade, inquiries by the. 
Associated Press brought out some 
Interesting facts on the maximum 
point reached in guns and snell pro­
duction, and the need now of turning 
to more useful lines of donp.estic pro­
duction and exports. At the ministry 
of limitions these facts Were given 
out;

The establish- 
pieces of the 4 . 5 calibre CONSERVATIVE j 

ASSOCIATION |
Mines to be Freely Used.

How this new area has been, or 
will be, rendered dangerous is not 
disclosed. It is believed that mines 
will be freely used here, and that the 
British fleet will be so distributed as 

. .. .. , virtually to put a fighting cordon
war, and if there was less politics . arountj the North Sea exits of Ger- 
from the Liberal party, the French- 
Canadians would do exactly as our 
great soldiers of the 22nd Batta­
lion, Asselln’s Battalion, and others, 
to win the war.

in

The number of “controlled” factor­
ies making the one article of muni- j 
tions is more than half of all the 
factories usually employed in metal 
industry, making all kinds of iron and 
steel goods from a nail up to steel 
beams, steel rails and all kinds of 
machinery, as well as infinite variety 
of small metal goods usually export­
ed by England.

The nunjber of people employed in 
this one industry of gun and shejl- 
making is a large percentage of the 
total British working population. The 
entire membership of all the trades 
unions last year was about 5,000,000,; 
while those now working in gun and 

There are now 4,623 private fac- shell-making is 2,250,000 or about half 
tories and works, ordinarily era- of the full trade union strength which 
ployed in various useful kinds sot ; includes about half of all the wage 
metal production, which have been earners. Before the war there were 
ta*en over by the government and, abolit 50,000 unionist workers in all 

now “controlled” works. These the various metal trades, which is on- 
are in addition to the regular "gov- ly one fourth the number of those 
ernment factories. There are 2,225,- now employed in the single industry 
000 employes working in these “con/ of making guns and shells, 
trolled” and government factories The extent of which this gun and 
making exclusively guns and shells, shell output hai grown is shown by 

This enormous production has the figures given at the ministry of 
now reached a . point where the munitions. The comparison is made 
equipment of the army Is approx!- between June 1915, when the war had 
mately complete In some of the -just got under way and the produc- 
maln lines, such as light-field pieces, to-day.
so that the manufacture of eighteen , For every heavy howitzer produc- 
pounder gunsr has had to be slacken* Continued on page four

FOR BRANTFORD 
RIDING

many.
According to the views of Ameri­

can naval experts, the purposes of 
the British naval authorities are as 
follows:

First, to prevent the egress of 
German sea raiders, as «well as the 
return of those recently roving the 
Atlantic.

Second, to enable the British* fleet 
to deal better with the German fleet 
should It take another dash in£o the 
North Sea this spring.

Third, to prevent German raiding 
forces from making dashes across 
the North Sea to attack the coast o^ 
England.

Fourtlb-to enable the British navy 
to stop the voyages of «the Deutsch­
land and other German commercial 
submarines.

ectcd by over 500 majority, while 
the Liberal strongholds oV St. Ger­
maine and St. Leon de Standon fell 
off in their fnajori

Will Take Place on—
“I hope that the leaders of the 

Liberal party of the Province of 
Quebec will now understand that 
this is no time for small politics, 
and that all the best men of the pro­
vince should unite on,the great is- 

of the day for the allies.
“My opponents have raised the bi­

lingual question against me. On 
this question' every nonest man who 
knows my past understands that I 
want to see both races united In this 
country, and justice done to every 
minority. If both parties In the 
Province of Quebec were- united on 
the question of the war, I am sure 
that the majority in Canada would 
realize that we are in sympathy with 
all our Canadian compatriots on the 
war and when the war Is over, It 
will be easy to settle every bilingual 
question in every province of Cana-

for the Liber- Saturday, 
, Feb. 3rd

Both candidates received (he news 
at Ste. Henedine, within a few doors 
from each other, and the prompt­
ness with which they came in enab­
led the result to be known by 6 
o’clock. The county was all excite­
ment and Hon. Mr. ^evigny was 
heartily cheered. A special train 
which took him ana party back to 
Quebec stopped at various places 
along the line, and the minister 
made short speeches at various in­
tervals.

Hon. Mr. Sevigny handed out the 
following statement after receipt 
of news to the effect that he had 
been elected :

“1 am glad for my county and for 
myself.” he said. ”1 was afraid of 
the result only for one reason be- da.
cause the Instructions given by the ..j am proud of my good people 
Liberal organization to their speak- o{ Dorchester, and I am sure that 
ers were to the effect that they were their splendid conduct In the present 
to say that a vote for Sevigny meant electlon will mean great service to 
conscription in two weeks from now. j all my French-Canadtan jxfmpa- 
I can prove that such instructions jrj0ts in Canada.”

|Weather Bulletin
Toronto,

29.—A 
developing 
the great lakes,’ 
the weather has 
again turned ex­
tremely cold in the 
western provinces 
and continues very 
cold in eastern 
Quebec and the 
Maritime provin­
ces while in west­
ern Ontario it is

sues
at Conservative Headquar- SS5 
ters corner of Dalhousie and SS 
King Streets. Proceedings 
commence at 8 p.m. and all 
Conservatives) are cordially 
invited. _

There will be election of 
officers and speeches by W. 55 

F. Cockshutt, M. P. and oth- 
ers.

N. D. NEILL 
Secretary

H. COCKSHUTT,
* President ==

Jan. 
storm is 

over

are

fire in CHEMICAL WO^KS
By Courier Leeeed wire.

Amsterdam, via London, Jan. 29. 
—Thç Dusseldorf General Anzeiger 
reports that a fire In a chemical 
works near Cologne on Saturday 
caused the explosion of a great quan­
tity of explosives. Two persons were 
killed, two severely Injured and|sev­
eral slightly hurt, while ‘considerable 
material damage was done.

mild and in Que­
bec moderating. 

FORECASTS: 
Southerly winds, with occasional 

Tuesday — High northwestrain.
winds and becoming much colder.
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Albert Sevigny, Conservative Candidate, Elected in Dorchester County
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