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C N R. Debate This Week

Kverv dav thi» wee'-- there has been 
tabled iri parliament returns a-ked for 
bv the opposition relating to the ( .X IT 
guarantee propio-aj» Hike the resolu­
tion it»e|f. they are of a decided!v teeh- 
ni'-al nature and difficult for a human 
to correct 1 y unravel. They will doubt- 
les* t,<. elucidated next week when the 
r N R debate will open, and in the 
meantime it is hi <iy w<*]I, from the 
standpoint, of -tri-t aecuraey. not to 
attempt to deal with them

One r'-turri, however, was ipiitc e|.-ar 
and understand able It consisted of 
letters or telegrams from provincial pre 
miers. iric!trTrirg-ttm—frm-r—hrifeoea-f f-ro— 
rniers. practically asking the government 
to do something for the C V U

. r * - definitely in favor of 
Home Itule. I.ord I-ansdowne, leader 
of the I-ords. ha» endorsed the refer 
end uni, declaring him self a- willing to 
abide bv such a direct appeal to the 
peofde. 'The party method of hojding 
a general eb'-ti ,n, a ad confusing the 
is-ue with a variety of partisan rneas 
ore», is falling from grace. A year 
ago The Citizen advocated the refer 
r-ndurn to decide the t anadian naval 
deadlock. Now. the Orange Sentinel 
»avs: “A general election cannot settle 
the Irish question. A plebiscite offers 
the only authoritative verdict that ran 
be secured. And tin- Sentinel pro

■ reds to expose the party game of pre 
tending to hold a general election iri 
one politi'-al question, a» follows:
“Should the government prefer a gen 

era! election to a plebiscite on the Home 
Rule Hill it must be because it knows 
the United Kingdom is opposed to thé 
measure and it hopes the popularity of 
its general policy will overcome the un 
popularity of the Irish policy.

As a diverting pastime, the reader 
might substitute i lie word “Naval" for 
• ‘ Home Rule," and “Canada" in place 
of “United Kingdom." Not forget­
ting, of course, that Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
-past master in the art of party poli- 

tjc-.- -prefers the “good old Hritish 
practice ". fgeneraI“ëléct»ons;-“SMn.—f)t~
■ aw a Citizen • 'cn-ervati vej.
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QREAT ENTHUSIASM
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