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April 21, 1909 FARMEL

first week, and every week thereafter each way
and every way. Harrowing saves hoeing,

[ orow about twenty acres of potatoes each
vear and advise growing less rather than more
than one can reasonably handle. The varieties
[ like best for an early one are the Bovee, the
Fureka and Drew Standard Just now the Wee
MacGregor is coming to the front There are too
many varieties of potatoe It would be better
if we had one or two kinds only. Then markets
would be better.

As I have said I harrow each week until the

tops are showing 9 inches or so above the ground

and as soon as the rows are visible start scuffline

and ¢o through the field at least twice and hoe
lling system of cultivation and if a
I

[ follow the hi
dryv season, hill twice and three t
])HI_MHQ‘T\ ‘\‘1"'1"‘1

fow early frosts and when the tops are quite

dead I prefer hauling them straight from the
field to the root house for a vood manyv get frosted
if left out in the field i pit One has to be
1r11141(-«i}|\'Tht'H]u['n'Yw.?,fll?\'f?! tances in selline
[f one has a good reliable place to store I would
advise holding the crop over iter: if not the

turn them mto money at once and be sure of it

For harvesting | i recommend the digeer

[t does good worl

especially f the land 1s dry

[ should estimate the t per acre of grow
notatoes as follow

Plowing $ 1.00

50

Cultivating
Planting 30

Harrowin .00
Scuftling 100
Hoeing 1.00
Harvestin vith digoer 500
Seed, 15 bush (), 5k 7.50

$17.30
ndoubtedly there will be

t t of growing, but I think $20.00

tO W1

P10 d

e exXpDenst

n acre a hberal estimate «

One mav expect a vield of about 200 bushel
ner acre, and 50 cents 1s an average price for the
Cron

[ have always found a good and ready market

ym the maddie of October to the season when the

rly ones come 1n at prices ranging from 40 cents
hushel in November t ¢1.00 per bushel in
( t bl Il Lrmen eneraiy
ng potatoc 1S 1 t ney think one has on
1t in the seed 1d harvest in the fall 500
( pert ( ), W ut h 1o carefull
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'S ADVOCATE AND HOME JOURNAI

and the frost will have vone down a great dept!
and by those natural circumstances the bues wil
not be bad. Two years ago I used 90 poun
Paris green, which along with the work of a m
and horse and a four row sprayer takes aw:
considerably from the profits

[ do not think it pays to grow potatoes ex
tensively when one is verv far from a railroad
as there 1s so much carting in potatoes for thi

money received per bushel. Then the
vesting comes in the time when men are a
premium and 1t takes some planning to worl
the harvestine profitably We handle them but
Onee putting the tubers right in the bag

as they are dug up, and drag them from the field
to the car, selling them at F.O.B. at our own
tation I believe it would be a pront 1ble pro
position to build an up-to-date warehouse wher
potatoes could be loaded at any time in winter
into a heated car, and by so doing cut out this

great expense of cartage, ’\7\‘-7‘171_11 ‘Hl‘}: msurance 11l

Winnipeg and save handling once. The best
kind of soil for potatoes i1s a nice sandy loam
ch as we have around MacGregor. There are

ibout ten or fifteen cars shipped from here every

yeat [ am sending you a photo of my potato
h 1 flower, and my man using a four row

Man s M. WaArD

GROWS POTATOES FOR WINNIPEG
MARKET
[ have two kinds of soil on my farm In the
ley it i1s a little sandy, and on the hill it 1s a
heavy black loam, but I like the sandv soil the
best as 1t 1s loose and easv to work. The best
nethod of preparing the soil for potatoes is to
low it 1n the fall, harrow well in the spring, open
ut drills and plant vour potatoes about eight
inches apart, and the drills about three feet apart
ind then cover with plow or cultivator When
the weeds star t to sprout start the harrow going
and keep harrowing whenever you see the weeds
making their appearance, until vou can see the
notatoes in rows. Then use the cultivator and
keep it going through the patch about once a
week, till the plants are large enough to hill up
and look after themselves
[ have been raising six to eight acres of potatoc

I
each vear. The kind I raise are the Early
Ohios, Early Sixweeks and the Mortgage Lifters
he latter 1s the kind I like the best It 18 a white
notato. a good cooker and wvielder, 1t 1s fairly
wrlv. not more than a week later than the
Ohio My average crop is about two hundred
ichel Der . acre The cost of harvestine and
torine them i1s about thirty dollars per acre

[ have been troubled with bugs some years
nd 1 have used Paris green Sometimes 1 had
y apply uid two or three times during the
rowing seasoin ['o use 1t 1 drew a barrel of
he middle of the patch, and had a
vhich 1 mixed the powder in, then

led the barrel with water, and took a commor

klir 1 ied the liguid to the plants
( { ( erie ¢ f blight cab
| v potato crop in the basement
rketine them I sell what 1 can 1n the fal
e el ! Februar 1 first
lar L b e to market on sleigh n
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My estimate of the cost of growing a c¢1
potatoes per acre 1s as follows

Plowran fall . oo s $ 2.00
In spring harrow, open out drill
planting, covering 3.a0
b

00
00y
00

t

Harrowing weeds four times
Cultivating four times
Hoeing

s

Harvesting, 7 cents a bushel 14.00
Cost per acr . ; #  $27 50
Man SAM SMITH

T OF FORTY DOLLARS
PER. AUKE

[ may say 1 regard to potato growing that my
soil 1s a black loam with enough sand in it to
make 1t work easily and let the plow run clean at
all time The way 1 prepare 1t for potato
orowing, 18 to manure 1t with green manure the
vear before 1 want to use it for a « rop ot potatoes.

Manure 1t in the early fall after freeze up, and
continue all winter putting on green manure
from the stables every day. We _L(‘T}lY‘n'J". et

ten or twelve acres covered before Spring work
starts We leave this patch until the last week in
[une or first week 1m July, so as to let the weed
seeds germinate, then put on the plows and bury
all weeds and manure and sow a crop of oats for
agreen feed for cows the following winter.

As soon as the oats are stacked, we plow and
harrow to start anv weed seeds that mav be near
enough the surface, before cold weather comes
That 1s my potato patch for next year We plant
in rows three feet apart on the flat, generally
about 20th of May or thereabout. i

[ generally grow from 5 to § acres each vear
and put in a good sized patch of lm‘ni}»?. |
find that any of the early varieties are best. 1
like the H]”‘In-t"x or Bovees. I}](\ are '{{(!()(1
croppers and nice and dry when cooked. We
plant mostly by hand, every third- furrow.
That 1 find is the surest way of having no blanks.
After planting I harrow every week until the
plants are up enough to see the row. 7To handle
the crop successfully you have to keep the culti
vator and hoe going until you hill the potatoe
up; vou never want to let the weeds get the start.
| mav sav right here that you never want to let
any of vour work get the start of you or you will
be behind all the time.

The harvesting part 15 the biggest job of all.
We split the drill with the plow and get a bunch
of pickets to follow and pick the tubers up, and
put them in bags. 1 always put my potatoes in
the root house right away and save handling,
putting in what 1 want to store for winter and
‘I.rn\;' selling, and pick them over when selling.
What I don't store are put in the stable and
} | as soon as convenient to the city to cus

ed

S

1at
tomers. or to wholesale firms, at whatever price
is going

As nearly as can be estimated, the cost of grow

I POLATOes 1S as follows

1T T ATl ddl I'¢ L ‘

Seed ner acre, 15 bushels $.7.50
VI..‘.H!‘::&H Yili‘lw“)!‘.“ seed 500
Man and team plowing 1 00
Harrowing until plants grow 5.00
Cultivating and kil 5. 00
Hoeing . . 3.00
['wo en and team plowing and

} ng 1 7.,00
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