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BRITISH COLUMBIA.

On July 8th, 1853, Commodore Perry, of the United

Statcs.. sailed with a squadron into Yedo Bay, Japan. At
_that time, the Dutch and the Portuguese were the only

Westerners who had penetrated into the exclusive |

national atmosphere of the Japanese. The appearance of
these vessels caused unusual commotion in the city
Streets overlooking the harbor. Commodore Perry de-
sired to arrange, on behalf of America, some sort of a
treaty with Japan. He was sent, and went, on a peaceful
erand.  But had he met with any Oriental obstacles, it
Is certam that his vessels would have exercised other
functions than housing a few star-spangled sailors.
The Commodore returned to Japan on Feb. 13, 1854.
In the meantime Japanese opinion had become much
d!\’lfitd. Two parties. were born; the Jo-i party, who
d.&.fed Japan to rest content in its isolation, and the
Kaikoku party, who thought that the country should
Welcome men and ideas from other lands. Finally on
3ist, 1854, the first formal treaty between Japan
and any Western country was signed. Its first article
provided that peace and amity should exist between the
Wo countries, while the fifth article required Americans
Mot to be subjected to confinement, and allowed freedom
to go about within defined limits. «
Which history shows things have changed in
more than fifty years.
‘Vasion of Japan.
America,

a few

Now, it is the Japanese invasion of
The United States practically forced itself

ne: action was due to the desire of America to open up |
msz:tmde cl}annols. The Orient was to be made a|
i for this continent, by peaceful means, if possible, ?
m::‘iie:MmMore Perry’s guns. Happily the former
The Westerners intruded, from selfish rﬁoti\'cs. into

F .
ar territory. The Oriental having thoroughly

learned

Then, it was the American in-]

taught him that Joss sticks and idols are not commercial
Jpassets. Fifty years ago, America saw every reason for
the white man taking an active part in the affairs of
Japan. To-day America strongly objects to a former
and unwilling host receiving any sort of welcome. The
result has been two disgraceful incidents, the scenes laid
in San Francisco and Vancouver. The latter concerns
Canada more.

One cannot too strongly condemn the rioting. which
has occurred in our Pacific coast city. Broadly speaking,
|the sympathy of the Dominion was largely with British
{ Columbia in its appeal for the exclusion of Orfental labor.
f The riots which have occurred have done much to alienate
| that feeling. Mr. Hamar Greenwood, who addressed the

| Vancouver Canadian Club recently, said, “‘I hope
no rash words will be spoken or anything done
| that may prove harmful in any way to the Em-
| pire at large. No one desires more than I do
to see the supremacy of the white races main-

tained on this continent, but it seems to me that we should
treat these people with the same policy which is accorded
to all races with which the British Empire comes in con-
tact.”’ . .

Within a few days of these utterances, an insape
! demonstration occurs. A fight does not always mean the
| strengthening of a right. :

The Japanese and Canadian governments will not
| allow this disturbance .to evolve into an international un-
pleasantness. The irresponsibility of a few blackguards
is not the action of a nation. . :

British Columbia knows that the basic points of its
complaints are justified. It wants labor; it does not
desire the supply to be recruited from the Far East. On
the other~-hand, many side issues in the campaign have
become main- issues. More than oné person have lost
their_heads in a?iesire to loom big in‘passing popularity.

With many pf the views of Mr. Robert MacPherson,
we ar perfectiaccord. But his oratory has more than

a lesson, is exploiting the lands of those who

once savored of the days of the Frengh revolution rather
than of the Hague peace C()nfcrcnt”A riod. Talk of the
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