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It might not'be uninteresting, were
I, in this series of old time remeni-

scences, to recall an event in my
own life. It comes to me more like

a dream for I was quite young at the

time. I recall every little detail as

perfectly as if. it had been yester-
day; far better than I would remem-
ber it were the date a year or two
back. Still I had no idea af the
time that I was gazing upon a scene
of great historical importance as far
as this Dominion is concerned. Since
then, and'as I grew older and be-
came acquainted with the affairs of
life, the significance of what I had
on that day witnessed dawned gra-
dually upon me. One day, in the

course of a conversation with a
learned judge, now dead, I told the
story of what I had seen, and he re-
marked that I had been highly pri-
vileged. And such was the case; al-
though the privilege was entirely
accidental. I will tell briefly and as
simply as possible what happened on
that occasion,

It was the first day of July, 1867,
and a scorching hot day it was.
There was to be a grand military
display in Ottawa on the occasion of
the opening of the first Federal Par-
liament of Canada. I was a young
lad, and my mother took me to see
the review. We had heen rambling
about the streets for a time, in the
forenoon, and I remember well hav-
ing a mortal fear of the two Rus-
sian cannons that stood, at that
time, upon the Major’s Hill, and
which pointed their inoffensive muz-
zles at the old Sapper’s bridge. On
turning the corner of Sparks and
Elgin streets we met a gentleman
who wore a white stove-pipe hat
over a wealth of black curly hair,
and who appeared to me to he very
cross looking. He swiled delight-
fully, however, sheok hands with
my mother, patted me on the head,
and aiter chatting for a few mo-
ments, turned to accompany us. My
mother told this gentleman that she
wanted to secure a good place to
see the parade and the ceremonies,
and as 1 was so young she would
like a position away from the
crowd. ' “Come with me,” said the
gentleman, “I will settle you for the
day;’’ and he added, in a pleasant
tone, ‘“you did me greater services
in the old land.”” I did not under-
stand all this at the time; but T
have since learned its meaning. He
took my mother by the arm and me
by the hand, and while they were
chatting—I remember well about
Ferguson'’s ‘‘Forging of the Anchor,””
which had then appeared for a first
time in the American press—we went
up to the East Block of the, then,
new Parliament Buildings. We went
in; and I can still feel the thrill of
importance that shot through me as
I saw the big policeman, at the door
salute us—it was our gentleman
friend, of course, that he was salut-
ing. We went up one flight of stairs,
then along a corridor, and into a
room—that had red baze doors of
the swinging kind—and  found our-
selves, in a kind of tower room over-
lvoking the square without.  After
finding chairs for us in the recess of
a bay window, our guide shook
hands with my mother, kissed me on
the forehead, and bowed himself out.
When he had closed the door behind
him, and we turned to the window
to watch the arrival of the troops,
the bands and all the show that I
80 much admired, my mother said
to me, ‘‘that gentleman is Hon. Mr,
McGee.””

There is no need of telling about
what took place outside the build-
inzs, all of which was highly inter-
es‘ing for me. No person cawe to

disturb us until after the arrival  of

dent. g

the bigb!:ul ‘band; Then gentle- *

man—1; afterwards learned he was a
Mr. Himmsworth, clerk of the Privy
Council—came in, looked around,

‘ seemed surprised, walked over to us

and shook hands with my mother, 1
remember he asked, “How did you
get in here?”’ and she made some
reply in which she mentioned the
name of McGee. He told her to re-
main quietly where she was and to
not stir under any circumstance, nor
to pretend to recognize any person.
I know she protested, took me by
the hand, and offeyed to go out; but
he woudd not hear of it. So we sat
down silently in the shadow of the
curtaing to await events. Presently
the door opened. A tall man, dress-
ed in a most gorgeous uniform and
accompanied by some officers with
less decorations, but equally  bril-
liant and military looking costumes
came in. These were followed by a
number of gentlemen in evening
dress. Mr. Himmsworth, himself,
came last, with a lot of papers in
his hand. Amongst the gentlemen
present I had no difficulty in recog-
nizing our recent guide—Mr, McGee—
who, like all the others seemed to
be in attendance on one tall, dark-
haired, clean-shaven, spiritly-looking
personage, who was nodding to
every person around him. The per-
sonage in the grand uniform took his
stand at the end of the room near a
table; an officer beside him handed
him a roll of paper. Then he was
given a sword by somebody else.
Finally, after considerable taik,
which did not interest me, the gens
tleman of the tall, lively type, came
forward and went down on one knee,
The great man—as I supposed him
to be—luid the sword on the Xkneel-
ing one’s shoulder and said, in
words and tone, that I can distinct~
ly recall: ‘“‘Arise, Sir John Macdon«
ald.”” There was then a general
gathering around the table, a deal
of hand-shaking on the part of those
present and a deal of bowing and
nodding on the part of Sir John,
After this the latter appeared to be
introducing the other gentlemen to
the one in the beautiful uniform.
Subsequently they all wrote their
names, or something else, upon the
roll that Mr. Himmsworth held. The
whole affair took about fifteen min-
utes. Those present went out in the
order in which they had entercd ;
soon we saw them proceeding up the
square to the Central Block, and the
soldiers all presented arms and the
band ' struck up the National An-
them.

This is the story, just as I remem-
ber it. That gentleman in the
gorgeous uniform was the Governor-
General; the other officers were the
members of his staff; the gentlemen
in evening dress were the members of
the Cabinet, past and present; the
ceremony was the conferring of
knighthood on Sir John A. Macdon-
ald, the Premier, in honor of the
Confederation of the provinces and
the birth of this Dominion of Can- -
ada. All those who had taken part
in that ‘private ceremony proceeded
to the House of Parliament, to the
Senate Chamber and to the House of
C , for the « ing of Parlia-
ment and the official proclamation of
the British North America 'Act,
How many of “those then presint I
lauter on came to know as public
men I cannot exactly say; how many
of them are alise 1o-day 1 ' do mot
know—possibly not more than t'ree
or four. But, as an humble indivi-
dual, I can truthfully tay that I ac-
tl‘nlly witnessed' .a histiryara'ing
event—even if it weie by ne e ceeci-
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Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
of Connecticut, in delivering judg-

fowing clear statement:—

right to divorce vested in any per-
son. The State does not favor di-
vorce, and only permits a divorce to
be granted when conditions are found

that the interests of society would be
better served if the persons were
separated.’’

What kind of logic is this? It
““there is no such thing as a legal
right' to divorce vested in any per-
son’’—and this is exactly the prin-
ciple taught by the Catholic Church
—how then, can the State (which is
SOme person or persons) permit a
divorce, no matter under what con-
ditions? Here we have, in a 1ew
words, the inconsistency, the fefl-
acy, and the error of the fallible
State contracted with the consisten-
cy, the exactness, and the truth of
the only infallible Church. It is no
wonder that the advocates of moral
looseness should be so bitterly op-
posed to a Church that will not
tclerate, under any condition, such a
menace to, the world and such a di-
rect violaticn of God's law.

The article from which we took the
foregoing refers to the moral recti-
tude of the ancient Romans, and at-
tributes thereto their strength and
invincibility; it then says that a
‘‘time came in the history of the
Eternal City when many of its wo-
man reckoned up their ages mnot hy
the years they had lived, but by the
number of husbands they had had. _
This condition of things was at its
climax in the reign of Augustus,
when Rome was outwardly omnipo-
tent and when it looked as though
her dominlo‘n‘,might endure forever.
But because the domestic life . of
the great city had gone to the dogs
it was true, though it was not at
the time perceived, that the barbari-
ans were soon to crush her.

The ‘‘glory which was Rome's’’ be-
gan to fade when the purity of her
homes began to decline and no axiom
in Euclid is clearer than the fact
that it was the impurity of the Ro-
man domestic life rather than the
strength of the barbarian arms that
destroyed the cnj?ltal of the world.
The question: Will history repeat
itseli? is answered by the eternal
truism that history is always the
same when the conditions of human
society are the same.

History can repeat itself; history
does repeat itself; if we are wise we
will remember Rome.””

This is a grave warning upon a
reasonable basis: It would be well
for them to ‘‘remember Rome;”’ hut
not only the Rome of Augustus. 1f
they would afso remember, and list-
en to, that other Rome— the Ziome
of Peter and of Leo XIII. — some

the fate which is cert.ainly‘heing rre-

‘| pared for the victims of this unholy

system of divorce may be avoided.
Bad as the divorce court is, it still
has about it the mask of legislative
authority. Dut the natural consec-
quences of its exis‘ence can only tbe.
unbridled licence and unrestrained
immorality. Above all does it do a-
way with the idea of God in mattirs
relating . to marriage and domestic.
life.. Do you wish to read about one
of the practical results of unrestrain-
v ng?  We take the follow-

|ing despatch, from Jamestown, N, |
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‘“There is no such thing as a lecﬁl :

which ‘make the legislature = believe

hope might be yet entertained that |

given to properties of non-residents.
Prompt Returns,

“' “of ever 'Y montk o
reet d'!:‘loyn.m. g Otawm

“Moderate Charge.

M. SHARKEY.

Real Estate end Pire Insurance Agen!

is40and 1723 NOTRE DAMEST.,
Montreal.
Valuations made of Real Estate. Per-
sonal supervision given to all busi

B

. BOCIETY,
» Director,

- —
A.O.H, LADIES' AUXILIARY, Di'

vision N;. 6. Organized Oct, 10th,

1901,

are held on 14

Sunddy of every month, at 4 N
and 8rd Thursday, at 8 p.n, pﬂ[t;;

Annfe Donovan, President;

Mrs

Sarah  Allen, vice-president: ..
i Misg-
Nora Kavanaugh, Poeordlns’-’eclr:

tary, 155 Inspector street,

Misg.
Emma Doyle, financial-secr :
Miss Charlotte Sparks, ue.'.:ﬁ,‘

Rev. Father MeGrath, chaplain,

Telephone Main 771 i

CARROLL BROS.,

Plumbhers, Steam Fitters,
Motal and Slate Rooefers.

795 CRAIG STREET, nmear 81. Anfolne Stree!
Drainage and Ventilation aspecialty.
OHARGES MODERATE. Telephone 1804

'GONROY BROS.

228 Oentre Btreet,

PracticalPlumbers, Gas and Steam Fitters
ELECTRIO and mECHANICAL

BELLS, ate,
Tel. Main 3552. Night and Day Services

—

TELEPHONE 3833 .

THOMAS O’GONNELL

Nealerin General Household Hardware, Paints
Oils,and & fine line of Wall Papers,

Cor, Murray and Ottawa

STREETS.
PRACTICAL PLUMBER,

6AG, STEAM and HOT WATER FIITER

RUTLAND LINING, FITS ANY BTOVE
OHEAP,
Orders promptly attended to, :~: Moderate
harges. .-: A trialsolicited.

KsrasLisHED 1864.

House, Sign and Decorative Painfer
PLAIN AND DECORATIVE
PAPER-HANGER.
Whluwnhh‘} gand ’l‘l:tht . Orderspromptly
“-?:ms::'wfrﬂ: 647, Dorohester strost,
east of Bleurystrest. Montreal.
Bell Telephone, Main, 1408,

DANIEL FURLONG,

Wholesale and Retail Dealer in

GHOIGE BEEF, YEAL, MUTTON eod POBE,

84 Primce Artbur Sireed,
Bpecial rates for Charitable Institutions,
TruerEoN: Eisr 47.

' LAWRENCE RILEY,
erin,

ST. PATRICK'S SOCIBETY,

————

lished  March 6th, 1856,

—HEstab.

ated 1863, revised 1864, Meots in

St. Patrick’s Hall, 93 s¢,

Alexan.

der street, first Mond
" ay of
month. Committee meets lu: wt::

nesday. Officers : Rgy. Di

Rev. M. Oallaghan, P.P. Pre

rector,
sident,

Hon. Mr. Justice C, J. Doherty ;
1st Vice, F. B. Devlin, M.D,; 2nd:

Vice, F, J. Curran, B.C.L;

Treas.

urer, Frank J. Green, Correspon-

In Secretary, John Kahala;

Rec-

ording Secretary, T. p, Tansey.

BT. ANN'S YOUNG MEN'S

TY organized 1885.—Meets

S0CIE-

in ite:

hall, 157 Ottawa street, on fne.
first Sunday of each month, a:

2.80 p.m. Spiritual Adviser

Rev,

B, Strubbe, C.88.R,; President,

M. Casey; Treasurer,
O’Connel; Secretary, W. Wh

Thomne:

itty.

meets on the second and
Friday of every month in
hall, corner Seigneurs and

Dame streets. A. T. O’Connell, C

R., T. W, Kane, Secretary.

ST. ANTHONY'S COURT, C. 0. F.,
fourth

their
Notre

ST. PATRICK'S T. A. & B. S0-

CIETY.—Meets on the second Sup-

day of every month in St.

rick’s Hall, 92 St. Alexander
simmediately after Vespers.

Pat~
St.,
Com-

mittee of Management meets in
same hall the first Tuesday of every
month at 8 p.m. Rev. Father Mc-
Grath, Rev. President; W. P.

Doyle, 1st Vice-President ;

Jno,

P. Gunning, Secretary, 716 St. An-

toine street, St, Henri.

C.M.B.A.

OF CANADA, BRANCH

26.—(Organized, 13th November,
1878.—Branch 26 meets at St.
Patrick’s’ Hall, 92 St. Alexander

St., on every Monday of

each

mon?h. The regular meetings for
the tramsaction of business are
held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays
of each month, at 8 p.m. Spiritual

Adviser, Rev. M. Callaghan;
@ellor, F. J. Curran, B.C.L.

Chan-
; Pre-

sident, Fred. J. Sears; Recording-
Secre » J. J. Costigan; Finan-
clal-Secretary, Robt. Warren ;

rer, J. H, Feeley, Jr.;

Medi-

cal Advisers. Drs. H. J. Harrison,
E. J. 0’Connof and G. H. Merrill.

 B.ALB.O.L.

_ .4DVOCATE.
!Ivvh‘l __Iglnibdhmhn, 180 Bt. James

FRANK J. GURRAN
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