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FARM CHATS

drawn to the surface and a constaat
loss of soil water was kept up.

The other farmer who worked the
surface broke up the many lines of

On Summer Fallow

By “Thaddeus.”

war, when rich ladies in auto-
mobiles called on the poorer
classes and asked them to not waste
anything, has the conservation of food
| been kept before the netics of the
Canadian people. This is a good thing.
Many people have learned much of the
real food value of common things at
| their disposal. It has been a real Gidu-
cation to some of us. Yet it seems to
| me that as tillers of the soil we can
| learn much about “food conservation”
| in another line. I mean the saving of
| plant food. I belleve it is as truly
| patriotic to save this kind of food as
| sy other;" farthermore, there s
| great a need for the saving and po
sibly as much yet to learn about it as
any other.
Recently I had occasion to walk
across several farms in a certaln com-
munity and I noted that the bare
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| summer fallow was much in evidence.

There is much diversity of opinion
| upon the advisability of having thie
kind of fallow which might be a good
subject for discussion in some of our
farm papers. But why fallow? Prin-
cipally for three reasons—the Kkilling
of weeds, the making of plant food
available and the storing up of soil
molsture. When walking over eral
of these fallows in this district it was
very forcibly impressed upon my mind
that some men at least were entirely
{gnorant of these three principles, or
else did not care enough about them
to apply them.

One farmer who had plenty »f help
and horse power had manured the
land well, and bad plowed it in, then
given it one stroke of the harrows and
left it. The day of my visit was after
one of the heavy rains we had and a
crust so hard had formed on the soil

% | that one had to exert considerable
of Gasollmel | ocq to break it Large cracks in the

| sofl were in evidence and I wondered
how much the man was losing per day
| trom his nine-acre field

| Just over the line tence was a tallow
owned by another man who seemed to
be alive to the value of plant food.
Some time between the last rain and
our visit he had at least cultivated and
harrowed his land. A nice fine mulck
that the foot readily stirred was on
top and the soil, though of much the
same nature as his neighbor’s, was of &
darker color and only an inch or so
below the surface was nice loose,
| molst, warm earth
While standing there 1 applied the
three principles spoken of above to
these two pleces of ground. I found

| they differ.
} Supposing that the molsture con-
|
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traffic and retained it in his
soll to be of service for future crop
Here he wins.

Yet this is not all. Pl ats can only
make use of or assimilate food in two
forms, viz, as liquid or as gas. Is it
not clear hat when we allow the
evaporation of moisture from any soil
we also lose with it a certain amount
of plant food? When moisture es-
capes will not vaporized plant food
escape also? So we have a double
loss. In this chse the unattended sum-
mer fallow was a great sotrce of loss
to its owner and he was defeating, In
& large measure, his own ends. Doubt-
less If our Jady friends with auto-
mobiles, referred to above, ever studied
the question this far they would tell
us that we were working for the
Kalser. .

A Visit to 0.AC.
(Continued from page 4.)

might be looked upon as a supreme
test for hardiness. This year's test
clearly stamps 0.A.C. No. 104 as a most
promising wheat.

‘The spring wheats looked excellent.
Besides & number of college strains
belng tried out, the Marquis and two
other early varieties brought out by
Dr. Chas, Saunders, of the CEF., weie
being tested and were showing up
well. The college had a strain of a

most spring wheat in yleld,
and good in quality,

are fixed, which been seat out
yet, as it wasn't to too

many new varisties at once, but which
is likely to be heard from some time.
d

n the
small plots, but in the large ones as
well. A winter strain of barley is be.
coming hardier all the time, and may
have a place yet in field agrieniture.

A number of varieties of oats and
crosses were being tried out as usua’,
but tne O.A.C. No. 8 for an early oat
and the O.A.C. No. 72 for a Iate one
were quite outstanding.

The fall ryes stood the winter test
well on the plots. The 0.A.C. No. 61
and the Petcus gave the best promise
and seemed to be the last word in rye.

The pea plots were most flourish-
ing. Golden Vine, Canadian Beauty,
Little Britain and Arthur varieties all
gave excellent promise.

The hoe crops were more or less
backward, especially the corn, but the
stand was a good one. Given suitable
weather conditions the hoe crops will
be fine.

The polato experiments were very

>
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IXECUTORS' SALE

Very Valuable
Farm Property

In the Township of Montague, In the
County of Lanark

BY TENDER
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