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In regard to the population of Montreal 1t must
be considered that this city 1s the centre of a num-
ber of mumcipalities which cluster around 1t a large
portion of the mhabitants of which enjoy the pri-
vileges imcident to proximity to a large aity with
ont contributing anvthing towards the mamtenance
of the services they share with the citizens who pay
taves

A <ituation has thus been created which has put

this ity in a very unfair position, one that demands
earnest attention with a view to the consohdation
of this and the suburban mumcipalities into one city
with a population that wonld justify the title,
‘Greater Montreal”
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AN AMERICAN ENGINEERS VIEWS ON MUNICI-
PAL QUESTIONS ’

VERY INTERESTING AND INSTRUCTIVE  INTERVIEW
VITH MR REGINALD  THOMSON, C.E, CITY EN
GINEER, SEATTLE, U.s.; HIS VIEWS ON  WATER
SUPPLY AND WATER RATES; WATER RATES IN

ENCEPTIONALLY LOW ; STREET IMPRO
THE GARBAGE QUESTION

MON TREAI
VEMENTS, AND

We had the pleasure this week of participating n

an anterview which  Mr Regmald  Thomson, ity
Cng e of Seattle, had with our Caty | reasurer,
Mre W Raobb, in which many interesting subjects of
Mumcipal Government were dhiscussed

\Mr Thomson has been making an extended tour
of mvestigation both on this side of the water and

i Europe, for the purpose ol acquamting himselt

with the best methods i vogue with a view to their
adoption 1 the rapidly growimg Gty of Seattle, ot
whose public works he has the charge
One of which he was making a special

1 he

Utilization of Garbage,” and he had many mterest

the objects

subject  of  study  was Desctruction  and

{acts 1 connection therewith, but as the most

ng

pertect wa the onlv one which 1t was necessary to

consider, Mr. Thomson sad e found one in use n

more than one aty in England, the plant of which
was constructed on such correct prin iples ot che
mcal combustion, that all garbage snbmtted to 1t

was eastly and completels destroyed But this was

only one phase of the question “Destruction” was
Necess but “Utihzation” of the matter, dunng
destruction was equally important, and the plant

alluded o (l:‘\rl~.|u(| a fuel which, in one instance,

ary,

a power sufficient to run the electric cars
the cost was not greater than that
leos screntifically designed ones. A stll
mntetesting Montreal (for
conditions might prevent such complete in-

lllilll“lﬂ'l!
i the oty, whl
of many
more subject to us n
¢ imatic
emsration) was his deserniption of the
which had besn established 1n Scattle

I'wo hindred square miles of mountan land had
been secvred contamng several lakes of ice cold

water which was brought to the aity by gravitation,

water system
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and at one part of its course, where w. natural
fall of over 600 feet, they utilized the power to

develop a supply of electricity not onl
for all civic purposes, but to furnish a:

sufficient

nlimited

quantity for commercial and domestic puroses

Mr. Robb: - Then I suppose you ar to s
ply water to your citizens at a very low 1

Mr. Thomson : — Yes, many houses i tio aty d
not pay more than 60 cents per month, that
about the minimum.

Mr. Robb : -~ That is $7.20 per annum

Mr. Thomson :—Yes

Mr. Robb : — What would you think 11 [ were

tell vou that in Montreal, where we have

every gallon of 1t from the St. Lawrence,
000 families, which includes most of the |

an average of $3 po

classes, do not pay iy
and one-third of that number not $4.

Mr. Thomson: —All T can say is that 1t cannot
pay to do 1t

Mr. Robb Well you and T might doubt at, but
a section of our press here which must know better

than cither of us, is continually telling those 2000
familics that they are being grossly o 1arged
and that the wicked aldermen, who are sinner

all others, are making an enormous prohit out
them, and squandering 1t on other objects. Th
result 15 that those poor pu»pl-, who ar
water at less than cost, have been rendercd
tented, and resort to every device to avead paymen
while the higher class residences which make good
the loss, and afford a proht beside, never ohec
4 discrimination which makes them pay 11

>0 times as much as the poorer classes for the same

supply

Mr. Thomson But how can you discrinminate o
this way Is not all vour supply by meter

Mr. Robb: - No, our rates are levied on the rental
value of the premises, so that the $1,000 hons
1o times as much as the $100 dwelling, » ch ass
milates 1t to the real estate tax. and both are re

garded as part and parcel of our general rovenue
Mr. Thomson | suppose the water supply 18
lien on the property as it s with us.
\Mr Rohb No. but it ought to be, both for t!

cake of the poorer classes, who could then pav

in their monthly rentals, and for the sake of th
cIvic revenue.
Discussing the subject of “Strect Tmprovement &

Sewerage” Mr. Thomson said they had lud dowe
the rule from the beginning, that in the laying out
or extending of streets, scientific levels were adopt:

ed, all pipes laid, and permanent paving nd side
walks finished at the time, and the whole cost levied
on abutting propreties.

Mr. Thomson showed great interest in cur mue

cipal system, and went away fortified by numerss
datistics, promising to send Mr. Robb o copy o
his own report so soon as it should be published



