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he brings to the house and set him against all

of them.

'

*

'
And my voice I

'
» asked Lili timidly. But

the Frau Grafin shook her head. "There I

cannot help you. He thinks an artistic career

would disgrace his family, and that is the end
of it. Moreover, he regards women of any
class in public life as a disgrace to Germany.
My assistance must be passive—apparently.
It will be enough to have no worse. Take my
word and Mariette's for that."

The Grafin, true to her word, quietly dis-

posed of the several suitors approved by her
husband, and although the autocrat sputtered
and raged—the Grafin, her youngest daughter
shrewdly surmised, rather encouraged these

exciting tempers- arguing that these three

girls bade fair to remain on his hands for
ever, he ended always by agreeing that the

young officers were unworthy of an alliance

with the ancient and honorable House of Nie-
buhr.

The battles ended abruptly when Gisela was
eighteen and a fat Lieutenant ot ,_Tilans, suing


