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) DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF EDUCATION IN ONTARIO,

the <election of the Text-Books, as well &

by Township, or Town, Committees, and all attempts to induce the surrender

long exercised local powers to the Executive Government have hitherto failed

Fhose Governments have, therefore, been compel to employ means to accon
by influence, what the could not do by autho n remedyving, wha ad
itted to be a fundamental defect in their School System

The magnitude of the evil of a multiplicity of Text-Books, and the difficulty of

correcting it may be inferred from the following extract from the report

Connecticut, for 1847. The obvio

evils of a multipli ken of alm

animousl s one of the main obstacles to the in vement of t Schools. T

ove or diminish these evils a number of remedies are suggested by the V

1. The appointment, on the part of the Legislature, of a Committee, or Board, whos

commendatior I Prese tions, shall ex 1 ove t Cot it
2. A recomme tior I on the pa State Sup ndet
mplia with w wde the 1itic f drawir t ol ¢
I 1 1 1 Boa ( t 1
8 ) | 1 B (
needed, and assecs e expense upon the scholars wl the Boo
1 withholdir he School Mor rom every Society and School Distri
v not ta t p 1 t 1 wrmity ¢ Text Boo
Tt t point to be reacheq uniformity in all the Schools of th ime S t
[ I 1
I t (
t a8 t X he attempt on the j S 1 Visitors .
B t ) } 1 only add
va and t 1 ct ( AT bod ma 1sior 8 )
t 1 Books into t ) f Up Ca
[ Connecticut perint Public ools the ] ner the pla
( ) s y ( led by the Sta m to tl
egis of Massa 1 \ vhich has bee Provincial
Le in our System in 1 ( ida, In ord to ty of Text
Books into the S« s. Had this prov n been at ng our first
o 1] Common School Law in 1841, or the second Act for Upper Canada In 1843, the

lifficulties of carrying it into effect would have been much less than in 1846, and the

hool System would have been greatly in advance of its present state; for, between the
vear 1841 and 1846, some new School Books were compiled and published, and many
others were Iimported, all of them together not forming a complete, much less an
appropriate, series of Text-Books. It was not, therefore, surprising that some opposition
ghould have been manifested at the introduction of so novel and important a provision
in our School System. I had shown its necessity in my “Report on a System of Public

Elementary Instruction for Upper Cana and I am happy to be able to say that
results have justified its adoption, silenced every whisper of opposition, and have al
ready secured the actual support of the public to an extent that could not have been
anticipated at so early a period, and which is without a parallel in any State In

America.
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