Reform party’s foes are

looking at wrong wrongs
;

by Paul Notley

I have spent the past three months
looking at the futile debate over
whether the Reform Party is racist.
Speaking as an Albertan who had to
read the cheapestright-wing nonsense
for a decade I can safely say that they
aren’t. Someday people are going to
have to learn the dif-

ference between rac-

proclaim that they will let their con-
stituency do their thinking for them.
This gives them the advantage of
looking democratic (when they are
actually being demagogic) and of not
actually having to argue for the inde-
fensible. It goes without saying that i{
the state does not have the right to
murder people that the number of

people who be-

lieve the opposite

ism, chauvinism and
insularity, but in the
meantime it’s suffi-
cient to say that
Preston Manning is
not the equivalent of
JeanMarie Le Pen, the
French National Front
leader.

Ofcourse, like any
good conservative
party, Reformis quite
willing to use cheap
chauvinism for its
own purposes. [ find it
hard to believe any
reason why people
would object to tur-
bans in the RCMP if
they did not object
more to Sikhs wear-
ing them; tens of
thousands of people
do not sign petitions
because they consider
the RCMP uniform
sacrosanct. (Nor do 1

“Its often said
that the Reform
Party is ‘pro-
American.’
Actually, I've
never read any
conservative
writer in this
country say any-
thing apprecia-
tive about
American culture
— most of them
seem to like
America because
it’s big and
powerful.”

is a strictly sec-
ondary matter.

Reform also sup-
ports term limits
for MPs (not a bad
deal foraparty that
only has one
member) and re-
calllegislation (an
old Social Credit
standby that lasted
as long as the first
recall). And there
is the not-so-un-
usual rightist con-
tradiction, saying
at the same time
that government
must be more re-
sponsive to the
people and that
Mulroney’s major
problem is that he
shamelessly
courts popularity.
Itis often said that
the Reform Party

believe that a party of
right-wing Christians
did it out of their undying support of
separation of church and state.)

But more attention should be paid
to the Reform Party’s “populist” pro-
grams. The party supports referenda
— particularly on issues that it will
win. I have never met a Reformer
who supported the abolition of capi-
tal punishment, but they all piously
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is “pro-Ameri-
can.” Actually,
I’ve never read
any conservative writer in this coun-
try say anything intelligently appre-
ciative about American culture, and
most of them seem to like the United
States because it’s big and powerful.
It is often said that their support for
the triple-E (Elected, Equal and Ef-
fective) senate reflects pro-American
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tions ¢ declarations ® defences o
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influences. Actually, with no means
of settling disputes between the two
houses and with the end of party soli-
darity we will more resemble the Third
French Republic.

The party takes the courageous,
unpopular stand that taxes are bad
and supports a 15 per cent cut in
government spending. One Reformer
has spoken about the unnerving ef-
fects of deficit spending, and how it
could lead to the hyperinflation that
destroyed the Weimar republic. Ac-
tually it was savage deflation that
destroyed the German economy and
German democracy, and it was defla-
tion that helped weaken British and
French efforts to resist Hitler.

Naturally the reformers claim
there’s a lot of waste that can be cut,
and one prominent member, Stephen
Harper, has argued the old if-we-
could-have-the-books-we-could-
solve-everything line. He also claims
that if we could bring in good com-
pany men we could whip government
spending — presumably the Cana-
dian versions of the people who gave
America $200 billion deficits and the
savings and loan crisis.
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TORONTO MONTESSORI INSTITUTE

INTERNATIONAL TEACHER TRAINING
Established 1971

Specializing in preparing adults to work
with children in the Montessori method.

ELEMENTARY
Working with children
6 Through 12 years

PRIMARY
Working with children
3 Through 6 years

Prerequisite

Prerequisite
Bachelor Degree

Bachelor Degree/ECE

Accepting application for August 1992.
Limited enrolment

For further information please call: Mrs. Darla Hopley - 889-6882
Toronto Montessori Institute - 8569 Bayview Ave., Richmond Hill, Ont. L4B 3M7

ORGANIZED BY THREE TOP FRENCH GRADUATE SCHOOLS:
ECOLE CENTRALE, HEC, AND THE INSTITUT D'ETUDES POLITIQUES

THE BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PROGRAM

A PROGRAM IN ENGLISH

KEY EUROPEAN ISSUES
1992 AND BEYOND

June 11-July 23, 1992
in Paris, France

Focusing on Europe through a multidisciplinary approach (political,
managerial, and technological), this Program enables students from
North American universities to understand and communicate with their
European counterparts on the eve of the 21st century

A PROGRAM FOR
Graduate Students
Post Graduates
In the fields of business, engineering, law,
political science or international affairs

A SIX WEEK INTENSIVE COURSE
ON EUROPEAN ISSUES:

European Environment, Management and Technology

THE PROGRAM COMBINES:

lectures, round table discussions, tutorials, small group work, case
studies, and site visits to selected firms and industries

TAUGHT BY A FACULTY COMPOSED OF ACADEMICS AND
EXPERTS FROM THE PROFESSIONAL WORLD

WITH THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION
OF INTERNATIONAL COMPANIES

WITH THE UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO OBTAIN
A PAID INTERNSHIP

THE COST IS $3,900 AND INCLUDES:

tuition, class room materials, housing, meals (breakfast and lunch)
and trips incurred by the Program

FINANCIAL AID is available WHEN ADEQUATELY JUSTIFIED

For further information, write to:
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PROGRAM
|IEP PARIS
27, Rue St. Guillaume
75341 PARIS CEDEX 07 FRANCE
Call Collect: Leslie Hawkes
(33)(1) 4549 50 67/64

APPLICATION DEADLINE; MARCH 20, 1992
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