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Government is guilty

Two weeks ago the body of a
young woman was found between
two large, moss covered rocks in
Fraser (“nmon B.C.
Melanie Carpenter and she was only

23. She was killed by a convicted sex

Her name was

offender who had been released on
parole.

Unfortunately, Melanie is just the
latest and best known victim, one in
a long line of innocent victims who
have been brutalized by an individual
convicted of a violent crime and set
free to stalk and brutalize society
once again. Why?

As far as I'm concerned, the fed-
eral government must take the blame
for this murder and many other vio-
lent crimes since they feel it unnec-
essary to change the criminal justice
system in this country. Somewhere,
somehow, it was felt that locking up
violent individuals in a federal peni-
tentiary with others like them would
protect society and perhaps rehabili-
tate the offender.

Unfortunately, prisons generally
don't reform violent offenders and
with time off for good behaviour and
the over crowding now common in
prisons, many violent offenders find
themselves outside the confines of
their prison walls all too soon.

Fernand Auger was one such per-
son. A sex offender from Calgary,
Auger was released from a federal
penitentiary and made his way to the

Vancouver suburb of Surrey where
he kidnapped Melanie while she was
working alone at a tanning salon. It
seems casy enough to place the blame
wholly on Auger, but it's something
| find impossible to do. After all,

hadn’t he already been convicted of

a violent crime? Hadn’t he already
been confined to a prison cell?

The government and those re-
sponsible for the criminal code in
this country seem more willing to err
on the side of the convicted criminal
than erring on the side of society and
its innocents. [t is more important it
appears to give a violent offender a
second chance than to give an inno-
cent victim like Melanie Carpenter
a first. It was impossible for her to
prevent what happened to her. How-
ever, it was within the government’s
power to prevent it.

Every day,
thiscountry is brutalized by someone

an innocent victim in

against which they have little or no
power to stop. Every day the govern-
a convicted violent
offender. Every year, men who preyed

ment releases

upon the weakest and most vulner-
able I find it hard to
believe that a child molester, rapist
or murder can ever be wholly cured

are set free.

or rehabilitated. More importantly,
and many I'm sure many will disa-
gree, [ find it hard to rationalize why
society hasa moral obligation to even
try when we have so many other
problems.

Wealready live inasociety that is
over-burdened with problems that
seem impossible to solve or over-
come. AIDS has become the single
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Brooks wrote the article

The Gazette would like to apologize to Toby
Moorsoom and Brooks Kind. Toby wrote the opin-
ions piece “Controlling the Cafeteria” (Feb. 9,
1995), not Shannon Hardies as we had printed.
“Canadian complicity in
east Timor” (Feb. 9, 1995) which we had laid out
incorrectly. We also extend apologies to Tim Covert
whose CKDU article was miscredited.

Ask Jo & Joe

Hey out there! We've been asked about what the hell people are
supposed to do during the break, if they don't already have plans. And to
that we say this: “Be Creative!”

Hey, you don’t have to just sit around and read — that’s just not what

‘Reading Week’ isall about. It'sabout sleeping ‘til noon; it’sabout watching
movies ‘til you can’t focus any more; it’s about doing whatever it takes to
get your mind clear of everything that's causing you stress and strain and
making you crazy.

First off, we recommend that you begin with Thursday night at the
‘Wood. It’s tradition. And hey, the beer's cheap and the people are great.
If you're in to live music, we happen to know that this Thursday night the
Under Dogs are playing at the Grad House. They’re a good new band, and
we do recommend them.

You know what? Do what you want to, dammit! This is your week —
why would you follow us around town??

JO: I've decided I want to learn how to bake, and fill up my freezer with
goodies. Only eating junk food for the week after Reading Week, when all
of your professors think you've finished all the work you were supposed to
get done over the break, is just a bad deal. You might actually catch me in
the library... Dreaming about the Bahamas.

JOE: I'm planning to read everything I've been meaning to read. [ don't
mean for class — I'm talking about for fun, you know. I also really want to
get drunk, a few times. Maybe while I'm reading.

JO & JOE: Se just do what ever makes you happy. There’s only about
a month of classes when we get back before we have to write our finals, so
use this time to your best advantage, and have fun.

See y'all in a week.

Remember, if you have questions about anything art all, nothing’s too
rude crude or dumb. Just Ask Jo & Joe. We can be reached at the Gazerte,
or by email at: tratnik@is.dal.ca.

On a Contiki Tour you spend
more time having fun, because
we take care of all the details

that can make travelling a chore.

HOLIDAYS

for 18-35's

L9 TRAVEL CUTS
4 VOYAGES CAMPUS

L9 TRAVEL CUTS
& 4 VOYAGES CAMF

T Participant must be a full-time student with an International Student Identity Card (ISIC).
* Certain restrictions apply. Flight must be booked in conjunction with selected Contiki tours. Free flight for
Toronto, Montreal, Halifax departures only. For departures from: Winnipeg - $150; Saskatoon, Regina, Calgary,
Edmonton, Vancouver - $200; Victoria - $250. Full details available from Travel CUTS/Voyages Campus.
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And now when you book
one of the following Contiki
tours — The Ultimate European,
The European Adventurer,
The European Contrastst or
The European Escapadet - at
Travel CUTS/ Voyages Campus
you get return airfare to London
included absolutely freer* Don't

When You Book One
Of These Contiki Holidays At
Travel CUTS/Voyages Campus!

THE ULTIMATE EUROPEAN

Visit 17 Countries in 50 days!
From $110/day. Including flight and most meals.

THE EUROPEAN ADVENTURER

Visit 12 Countries in 37 days!
From $83/day. Including flight and most meals.

THE EUROPEAN CONTRASTS

Visit 11 Countries in 29 days!
From $97/day. Including flight and most meals.

THE EUROPEAN ESCAPADE

Visit 10 Countries in 25 days!
From $99/day. Including flight and most meals.

Dalhousie Women's

miss this fabulous value! Drop
by Travel CUTS/Voyages
Campus today!
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Federation of Students

Your 4 TRAVEL CUTS
nearest g ) VOYAGES CAMPUS

Dalhousie University
Student Union Building

494-2054

Dal Women's Centre
Vol unteel Mwlﬁ'nﬁ
Thursday, Feb. 16, 1995
9:30 pm at the Gentre




