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noted; conclusions guessed at; and the wliale thing
tied up definitely in a f ew pregnant phrases. Not
so with tliis arcanum of knowledge. Like Life itself,
it must be grappled witli; perhaps absorlied, as tlie
infant Hercules strangled tlie serpent tliat threatened
his cradie. We must eacli for one's self find tlie
answerw

For example, take the question of "poles." Turn
ta page 156 and you have "poles-lioop, hiop, tele-
grapli, and other." You will find tliat from. 1908
to 1912 the exports have decreased from $161,424
to $74,190, or over 50 per cent. "Grindstones" in
the samne period have been, as tlie markets say,
"steady," ,iust a variation of 20 comparing 1908
witli 1912. Stuff-wliat interest is that, do you
say? Consider, now, if one is a pole-producer, and
there muust lie many sucli; or perliaps the owner
of a grindstone quarry. There is tlie question of
raîlway freiglits and tariff wallýs, and tlie rising
cement industry as affecting Voles. Also the in-

creased difficulty of pracuring and marketing
saine. Any liuman endeavour tliere? Any hunian
interest, as philosopher Bridie remarks? Any

puzzling brains, perliaps business failures with

heartbreak and loss? Yes, verily, ail those sorts
of things.

A GAIN, take "explosives and fulminates n.o.s."
tiThey diminished fram. $223,900 in 1908 to

$56,385 in 1912. Wliat tremendous energy in that

item? Wliat bearing think you, household philos-
opher, will tliis have on international peace? O

dilletante, if you comne in some measure to think
at ail of tliis outstanding fact in our national if e-
will it not be because you read it in a Globe peace

éditorial only tliis mýorning? So we could go

tlirough 1,999 otlier items and draw conclusions-
but we leave something to the reader. Here lie

cani get the facts as imports or exports, for and

against, caming and going, riglit side up and upside
down, in years and decades, in quantiýties, parts and

values, n.op., n.a.s., ad val, and et al.
Should the foregoing linesnat be attractive,

there are plenty of others in which the reader may
wallow, sa ta speak. Perhaps one may lie a social
reformer. Haw is this? "Annual consumptian of

beer per liead, 1869 to 1912," on page 375. Think
only of the difficulty of obtaining the facts-_ye
who write books 'dut of your heads, or make
speeches, buy and seli for gain and ail that and

robody to question. Off bats to Archibald Blue and

Hlon. George 'Eulas Foster. Or one may be a

politician. Under "Defence-Naval Service,"
page 455, we have a succinct statemnent of the

Laurier and Borden policies. Two pages of

,pica type tell the story. Wliat a historian is

aur autlhor. Think of tlie Great Flood of 1913
(oratory) on the subject. The Han. Minister does

not explain lis alleged change of front since 1909.
Forced we are to believe tliat tlie liistorian lias
strangled' tlie parliamentarian. How sententious
and settling seems tlie little phrase at tlie end-
"the Bill consequently failed of enactmnent." Truth,
what a mighty weapon. Conscience, wliat a won-
derful monitor tliou art! Out of the storm-winged
capitol at Ottawa comes the stili small voice, ex-
ponent of tlie country-"the bill failed." No apolo-
gies, few reasuns, but-for the People-in their
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Year Book-the alisolute trutli!
Take, again, the record of the Dominion Minis-

tries since 1867 Let us look at tlie 6th ministry.
"Premier Hon. Sir Mackenzie Bowell: Took office
Dec. 21, 1894." Now read the foot-note-"In Jan.,
1896, several members of tlie cabinet resigned, and
on the fifteenth of the month it was reorganized
with four new members." 'Here is an example of
tlie Muse of history dealing out tlie Facts, but oh
w,,hat poar, small, lame, unmeaning things they may
become w;hen stripped of the warma atmosphere
which vivifled them in the minds of our fellow-
countrymen. Any vaulting ambition, ,any heart
breaks, any classic phrases barn in the events of
that fortnight? Yea, truly! And yet we have had

History-impartial history, too-by a valiant fighter
of those daysl1

Getting any ideas that a Year Book lias imagina-
tion, fancy and romnance in it? Wliy, the smnallest
itemn reveals hints of struggle, or promises of vic-
tory. The book is the "book of the year" in our
opinion. It is Lif e. Indeed it possesses tlie element
of certainty that every-day life hoids in hazard.
Wlio wouid think of disputing, or even checking, a
sratement by Blue? 'Tis absurd. That way mad-
ness lies. When we read tlie tables of export and
impo>rt we feel the thrill of millions. What boy
will flot read witli regret that whist in 1910 the
number of whales marketed was 958, it dropped
down to nothing in 1912. If heblas read Baliantyne
lie wiil hluliber at the news. We note the Methodist
increase of 17.78 per cent., against tlie Mormon
increase of 131.77 per cent. And we cannot but
ask, Wliy?

T HEN, ly tle way, note tle literary nterest.
Names, more than figures, yield romance.

Isaac Taylor and Bisliop Trench would liave simply
danced a hornpipe over the Year Book. It abounds
in tlie picturesque. Look on, say, page 68, "The
liait used is cliiefly lierring, squid and capelin; and
the fisli principally taken are cod, liaddock, liake,
pollock and lialibut. Tlie means of capture em-
ployed by boat fisliermen are gi-nets, ¶iooks and
lines, bath liand line and trawl; and fromn the sliore
are operated trap-nets, liaul seines and weirs. The
commercial food fishes are tlie cod, hake, haddock,
pollock, lialibut, lierring, mackerel, alewife, shad,
smelt, flounder and sardine." A Kipling reads this
and straiglitway writes another "Captains
Courageous." Tliink, too, of tlie romance back of
these namnes, at random-of Quebec, Hoclielaga,
Maisonneuve, of Terrebonne and Soulanges. What
transpires, say, at Chulliwack? Comox-Atlin-it
lias tlie sound of Bow Belis. Tliere »are a hundred
pages of liistloric stimulus in the book.

Judged by ail standards, the book is a great one.
We learn that the authors are contemplating a
ripping sequel witli nearly tlie samie plot and char-
acters next year. If so, it may be assumed that tlie
output will be enormous. There is Iîterally no end
to a literary career based as this one is. It is prac-
tically continnous. Take, too, the matter of illus-
trations. No book in recent years is sa correctly
illustrated. Tlie drawings are perfec+. The reason
is that they are "drawn'to scale." Think of what
this means. But we must hasten on.

As we were saying, tlie central theme of the book
must be developed. In about four columns-

[Editor, CANADIAN COUaRImt: No, not a 1para-
gripli more. This is a review, not a-]

[Auth or: Very well; we shahl then- simply have
ta wait for tlie sequel.]

The Year in French -Canadýian Literature
THF, present year Of grace in Frenchi Canada

las not heen remarkable for any new dis-T coveries. The world of letters in Q uebec
bas flot been startled by any new genius or

schao1 suddenly springing a mine under their de-
cided'ly clerical feet. For the momnent the influence
f ront Paris, that whicl inspired the literary mave-
ment of the Chateau de Ramnezay, is flot very vital,
but there is no doubt that it is working in secret
and leavenîng a great deal of the crudity of the
native authors.

In this year's output of French-Canadiafl books.
the most interesting features for students of belles-
lettres are twa novels. Unlike sa many of the

Canadian novels issued in English, that deal witl
our~ ramnantic past or the far northland of white
snows, both these French-Caiadian works are
novels of manners. They deal with conteniparary
if e ini Quebec alan g the St. Lawrence, and, though

they thus hase prap a certain fictitiaus cliarm,
théy are far more valuable than the average Eng-
lisl.Canadîan work as documents f rom aur if e.

The first of tlese is "Marie-Anna La Cana-
dienne," a novel written ini a good and easy style

byFlois Bluther. I~t ig the author's firat work.
'fewriter's real namt: is Monsieur Francais

iioitlene. one of the Professeurs aux Hautes

By BERNARD MUDDIMAN
Maurice River. We meet a young French Vicomte,
Jacques, wlio is turning the globe with an~ artistic
friend, Gilbert. When the ltory oens tliey are in

witli lier. So serious is hie, in f act, that, a child of
sunny Normandy,, lie decides' to endure a Québec
winter to lie near lier.

In sucli little points -as this Flans Bluther, in his
cliarming, writty French, way, pokes fun at us. But
behind his book there is a deeper message. "Les
Canadiennes ne savent pas aimer," cries the
Vicomte, when lie einds aIl lis arts cannot conquer
Marie-Anna like a French girl. And she replies:
"Oh, vous, vous trompez, monsieur! . . . Elles
savent aimer, au contraire, mais d'une maniere
differente, peut-etre, de celle des jeunes filles de
votre pays." But just when our gallant Vicomte
lias subdued the delightful Canadienne girl, he is
called, home to. France ta attend a great family
wedding. Yet, before lie goes, hie sings that sweet
old "chanson d'adieux":

"«Je vais revoir ma Normandie
C'cet le pays qui m'a donne le jour..

ruin smaçtli in a navel that is onhy haîf done. Wlen
the Comte and Comtesse in France hear with whom
lie lias fallen in love, their aristacratic sauts are
up in arms; while the parents of Manie-Anna quite
recognize the impossibility of the match. They
want their daugliter to marry a small, sulent, young
Frenci-Canadlian, wlio is going otut into the world
ta butcher people as a dactor, but wla lias phayed

iier, a Comning Man Among~ French-Canadian witl ber in chuldisl days. The Vicomte writes his
H~e isthe Authoir of "Ce Que Disait la

rime" and '.Au Large de L'Ecuuil." Canadienne letters, which she answers; but, as
time goes on, lier letters grow more distant and

)f St, Jacques des Grandes Piles, an shorter. He is distracted. Her family are winning
E the St. Maurice River in Quebec. lier over ta the doctor idea. He must return ta
ets Manie-Anna Cartier, a French- Canada and win hier. Finally lie forces lis parents'
1, on whmn lie tries the art of flirtation lands and is allawed ta go. Arriving, he finds thie
purpose than falling seriotusly in lave newly-made doctor engaged to her. He persists


