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CHAPTER XVII.

Snatched Prom Death.
SEFIORE ieavIng London

Hamnilton -wrote to Peggy
loughby telIng ber that; le
recelved bis marching or<

i as aetting out that night for
7 of Luxemburg, *where lie did
)w how long lie migbt, have ta

La it iiappened, it was bis first'
Oer to her; they had always b
e to conimuaicate wltli each 0t
LM1 they *ished by ineans, o!
,phone, but Max was aware

had gone out for the aftern
& venîng, and so was not to be

n the usual. way.
Was nlot a leugthy latter; lke n

i Who bave mucli writing te do
lOnally, 'Max was apt to make
rate correspondence someiç
4f. Peggy, bowever, did flot thJ
the shortness of 'Max's letter

sec full of ihe burning love wh
Felt for ber tbat she deemed It
st tblng ever penned; sbe read
ead lt nlot a few times but ma
laps she J.dased lt; ln any case,
it away among bar treasures;
dank days o! trouble and anxi
Were to sweep down upon he

alied a comfort and a loy; she
1nlOng her treasures s'till-tboi

sbe came near destroying lt,
by andiby be told.
e did flot mnention wbat rea
[1iiont liad given for sending Il
c) bot a hurry to the Continent,
'was a confldential matter betwî
editor and hlmnself, butéle did
his expedI.tion. was In connect
the tbreatening attitude of 9

Y. 'He referreci to bis want of s
with respect to the solution of t1

ýery that surrounded the mur
Ylvia, Chase, but said be boped
it on bis return, if In tbe me
lt bad net been discovered

rs. ILittle did hoe Imagine ti,
Y mùile wbIch took hlm -futrh

England was taking hlm a mn
er the revealing of tbe trutb.
ggy dld not get Max's letter tIlI t
WLing morning; It was dlIivered
'Ouse ln St. Ântonlà Avenue Ju
t thie voe time wben Max W
ag9 lnto the train for Luxembu
',st station In Paris, that la, s'ho
!ter elght o'clock. His Journ
London bail lreen unmarkied

fleldent of note, end indeed lie h
,ged to .qleep for two, or tbr
; after leaving Calais, but tihe
)en plenty o! time to tblnk. N
Y lie thougbt mucb of the girlI
eaving bebInci bim, but bis mui
âlse greatiy occupied with ti
liefore him.
en 'Beaumont bad told hlm
for Luxemburg, one thln-g b,ý
k hlif as rathýer strange, and th
bat the editohr had kept to blmae
D>irce from whicb lie baci derIve
'formiVon regarding the projec
tien of Germany; tbls was unlm
illont, se far as Max was cancer
r eenerally lie gave hlm lits fui
m4lidence wben lie sent hlm an:
Sas a, sneelal correspondent. Ma
te guess -wlence Beaumont ha
>ed the intelligence, andi came t
)SIluslen that It liad not bee
,>h any offleiaI or ordinary bha

111 tutty bounci, lie was ln closes
'W1it- aIl the current uews of th
eYer sinre Bleaumont liad sr.olt
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took place, lt rwould bie lu complete
violation of existingtreaty obligations,
,nd war could nlot but immedtiateiT- en-
sue, unleas Great I3ritain and France
were prepared meekly to accept the
situation.

That seemed an almoat unimagin-
able tbing. Yet, Max, itblnking mat-
ters out, said to bimaself it looked as If
Gerxnany toit so arrogantly strong that
it counted on thils almnost uninaginable
t*hing beig renalised, as If, ln faot, it
could do wbat it liked in Europe w1t4i-
out considering the susceptibilâties of
the other 'Powers, and help ltself to

thsor that coveted 'territory. 'And if
Luxemnburg, why nlot ýHollaxd, a coun-
try even more desirable? He couid
nlot believe tliat the other two Powers
-%vould taniely sublt, for -that would
lie suicIdai. Therlefore there must lie
w ar.

It was more probable, he reflected,
th at Germany was reasoning In the
,saine way. It niglit be ithýat she want-
ed to fight the British, Just as ln past
years she had fougbt the Austrians
end the French. He wondered why, if
Germany wanted vear, It sbould ijegin
taking the amall Grand Duchy; to do
that aeemed a sheer waste of time as
France could be struck, at directly
elsewhere.

gh A 8 Max ponaered these things haeuas 1-,began to wonder, funibhermore,
wbether bis editor, niot-wit'bstand-

son Jing ail bis acuteneas andi sagacity, liait
Lmn not been mialed Jute attacbing too,
as bigb. a value to what lie hadl beard.

,en Was the story o! the proposeci annexa-
say tien true? ýt app'eared to Max ta be
Ion 4ust a little douatful, aIl thInga con-
rer- kidered.-
uc- On reaching Paris le bouglit ,the
lie Frenchi papera and i'the two jouruals
ler wbich are publiaheci ln Engliali there
to In' tbe morninf, andi a! ter quickly'

ain- "canning th-eir columus be had seen no
by indication wbhatever lu any o! themn o!
jat the suggested action o! Genmany witii
'er regard to Luxemburg. Hlad an article
le' on the âuibject been publiseec ln "TIhe

Day" there would ceritainIy bave been
lie quotations from or references to lt ln
at some, 'ut leat, o! these Paris papera,
îst but as there 'waa none, it was evident
'as, that Beaumont bnci net been so sure
rg of tbe accuracy o! the statement as to
rt- make It public.
ey Apart frain this silence on the topic,
by there was. euaugb, bowever, lu these
ad jounls to show the strain and teD-
e sipu. o! International affaira.
re -BryI h feno-MxHmlra- Eal nteftronMxHm-

heton arive i n the city of Luxemnburg,
id eue a! the moat beautiful, romantie

he and linteresting o! European capitals;
aven iu the depths of wlntar it pro-

t a'ented a 'wonderful and extremely pic-~> turesque appearance.
id It aact thamc-tre a;

if itbas been ýoccupieci In tn by iuauy
dc great nations and peoples-Romaus,
t- Franks, Germans, Spantards, Ans-

etria ns, F'rench, for it lieli oue o! -the
n-atrongeat natural positions and se lia.
1-camne one of the mightiest fortrasses
y- l the world. Two years before the

X Pranco-German War, a question about
d it nearly precipltated tlzat terrible

o struggle between France an ermany,
n the result o! whlch. futaîl altered the

n- balance o! power; tbe question waLs
pettled at the. time by t-he damoilon

tof the fortress. But Luxemburg dit!
enet lose its attractiveness.

n It waa not te ýfirt time tbat MaYî
n bat! visited (t, but lie lad never before
LI vlewed It ln wlnter, and! hs gaze was
e cliarxued w.Ivth lt niow. Tbe place ws
a' beautiful-be also saw that (t 'vas
r, quletlygolng about .1ts everyday, bui~s-
t- ness, as If It bat! netliing te fear, poth-
y hig te dread.
i As hoe liad trçtvellet! eastward
à (lirougli France, and! partIaularly nuear

; the frontier, Max had kept lits eyem
t wide open, lbut iiad abserved no extra-
r ordinary stgns o! mullItary activity, anxd

now lie found Luxemburg as tranquli
and serene as thougli there was nc
auch thIng as "ven tjie glicat oet a nu
tien that It and the Grand iDuefty werE
about to lie gabbiled up by voiracloue
Germany.

Max 'Put up at, one of tlie leading
botels, the Grand Hotel. Brasseur;
there, ail 'was calm andi repose. He
looked. up tbe proprietor of a local
paper, -to rwho.m.is card, wlth "The
Day" engraved upon Il, was aufilent
Introduction; thia gentleman spoke
gravely o! the general situation, saici,
>however, notbing of the annexation o!
lis country, and appeaired ta be inost
anxious, above everytbIng, te Impres
Max witb facta andi statistlca showing
wbat an excellent touriat centre Lux-
cmburg was-wbich wau true, but
scarcely a tbing to be noted on the
eve o! a great war, affectlng materinily
is destluy.

Max next saiw a depuaty, a member
o! tbe little parliament of the Grand
Duoby, with whom lie bad made ac-
quaIntance In .erucels, two or three
years before, an d had a long conversa-
tion witb bim, ln the course of wblcb
the sub)ject o! annexation wua neyer
f)ven mooted untIl Max alluded ta it as
une O! the poseibilitles o! the future.
The deputy laugbingly demurred, tait-
Ing tbe matter as a joke.

From tbese Interviews Max returned
tc bis hotel wiVh. bis minci made up.
Luxemburg, lt 'vas plain ta bla, was
absol'utely unconscicus a! lis Impend-
Ing fate-if annexation 'vere Its fate.
Not In tbls peaceful etty waa to b. ob-
talned sucb inCormation an Beaumont,
bi19 editor, lad sent him to id. Hlad
Beaumiont been islead? Max 'vender-
cd more tban ever.

HI-aving reacbed the "Brasseur," Max
dispatched a brie! telegram, wrltten lu
tbe special cypher code o! "The 'Day,»
to Beaumont, glvlng the result of blis
observation and Inquirieos. The words,
decoded were:

"N'Zo-tbng obtainable lie coniirmlng
Auggost4on. rThInl annezation u-
dreaint o! locally. Not even a aubject
o! talk.»

*'Af ter 'lie gets mry .message," said
Max ta lilmself, "~I auban't be surprIseci
if lie recalîs me at once."

M AX b.d somne iner, andi thon hoe-
gan a letter to bis edîtor. He
-vas ln the. mîdat o! it when a

telegrain was bandeci ta hlm. Hle
opened it andi reaci:

"Try Treves.»
This laconlc dispatch was unailgned,

but Max understooci that Beaumont
lae received bis telegrain and that
titis *as his rePly-thMs order to go on
ta Treves, and try to fln4 In it tbe lu-
formation lie baci fallec to corne upon
111 Luxemburg; lt dld not occur to
hlm that it eould 'be anYtblng else but
a. reply te bis "wire,> or tliat it miglit
Ilirve ibeen sent by any ather person.

lFroi tbe writlng reoin, ln 'wblcb lie
liac been Pennlng b.lg letter te h¶s edi-
tor, Max went ta the o1!lIce of the hotel,
and there le arned that lie could get
a train 'te Treves tli5,t evening about
iidnight. Andi to Treves lie weiit,
iavlng first 'finisheci andi Posteci bis
etter to bis chier. In It lie gave an
acCOunt of bis trIp a.nd of is lppres-
Ilons of Peaceful Luemnburg; hae stat-
il be baci received the. te'legram order-
ng hIm te <'Try Treves,- and that he
goDuld lie In that citY nt day.

Treves, or Trier as the Germana
Rme it, la only a Journey of an bour
ir'two-it depends on tii. speed of the.
na-in trai,'elled by-from Luxemb~urg,
npd Max duly reacheti lt In thie sanall
tours of the mornIng. ne was as fam-
liar wltb the one as with thie etiier,
or the region ln which bath are situ,

tetedellg>tiul valley of the. Mos-
Ile and Its trIbutartes, was oe cf lis

cern ln thie hotel tbat stands opposite
he Peita Negra, one of O'>e tnteresting

BRAIN WORKERS
ReqUfre The Mosi Nourihing Food
in an eail digested form. O'Keefe's
$pecial e~xtra Mild Ale corntes undex
both ada. It lias the ricli nutriment
of the choicest banley malt fnom wbich
it is bnewed. And its food properties
are readily assimilated by the syatem
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T&e &er That
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Insîst on havîng

Co. lhdted, Toront.
AilU 0.J býec trs are

~PUCC brewed only from pure
hops and filtered waters
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and uP'ards =may b. invested in
Dur Debanturas. Tbey are lssued
for'one or mnore years. Interest
ia pald bwice a year. Tbey are

An Authorized Trustee
Investtment

'Send for Specimuen D6bentllre,
laet Annual Report and ail
information.

Canada Permanent
Mortgage Corporation

ESTABL.ISHED 1855
Pald-Up Capital and Reserys

Fund

$1 0,500,000,00
Toronto0 Street, Toronto,

LUJXFER PRISMS
Defect oui' Canatitan day 1Iit IntoObscr Interlors. piskig them neot onlylght, but sanftjry andi healthy. The-aaving lni artificlai illumitnation wmR moretI'an roDa>- the initial outlay.
Let us ativlse readn Yu rolmant ilgure on the. Insalto o~equire.

"Made In Canada."
The Luxferi Priam Co.p Limited
100 KCing St. W., Toronto,, Can.


