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snowy w-als, lie muet be gainîng fast
upon hlm., He snw hlm again, w-bon
he liad roacliet tlie corner w-here tlie
man bat] turnet], traveling w-estward
witli tiat quîck uncertain step toward
Clark %Feet; at that corner 'tlie man
turned soutli. But w-len Alan rencliet
the corner. he w-as noçvhere en siglit.
To the south, Clark Street reacbed
away, garisli witli electric signs and
with a baîf dozon saloons to every
block. Tliat the inan w-as drunk madle
it probable lie hnd turned into one 'of
these plnces. Alan w-ent înto every
one o!f tliem for fully a hitl mile and
bolket about, but he foninaln 10one even
resembllng the. man lie liad been fol-
lowlng. lie retrnced bis stepa for sev-
eral blocks, etill looking; thon lie gave
it up and returned eastward tow'ard'
the Drive.

T HEIF street leading to thîs w-as legs
w-eh ligbted; dark entry w-aes

and] alleys opened on it; but the nigbt
w-as clear. The stars, with the shin-
Ing sw-ord o! Orlon almnost overliead,
gleamied w'ith midwinte-, brigibnoss,
and] to the west the crescent o! the
moon -as hangiug and] tbrowiug, faînt
Ahadows over the snow. Alan could
see at the end] o! tie street, beyond
the yelIow glow of the distant boule-
vard liglits, tie smooth, chili surfa;ce
o! the laite. A w-hite liglit rode above
il; now, below the whit lgbt, be saw
a rot] specit-the mastliead and] port
lanterne of a steamer nortbward
bound. Farther out a second wi ite
glow appeared froni bebind the oh-
scuration o! the buildings and below
Il a' green specl aq starboard ligbt.
The Informationu ho lad' gained tbat
day enablet] hlm.i to recognize lu these
lights týwo steazmers passing one an-
other at the barbor monutb.

"ýRed to red.' Alan mnurmuret] to hlm-
ýself. 1'Green to green-Ret] to rot],
perfect safety, go abend!" he repëet.

It brouglit hlm, wl,-th marvelous
vividness. bacit to Constance Sherrill.
Events since he bat] talited wltb ber
that rnorning bat] put themi far apart

once more; but, ln another w-ny, tbey
w ere being draw-n dloser together. For
lie knew now that she was cauglit as
wvell- as lie in the mesli of -conse-

quences of acts not their own. Ben-
jamin Corvet, in the Anguisli o! the
last hours before fear of tliose canse-
(Iluences had driven hulu away, had
given ber a w-arning agaînst Spearmnan
so w-ild that it de! eated itself; for Alan
inerely to repent that w-arning, witli no
more than lie yet knew, w'ould be
equaliy futile. But into tb4e contest
betw'een Spearmian and] himself-tbat
contest, lie w-as beginning to feel,
whicli must blireaten destruction eitber
to Spearman or to hlm--she bad en-
tered. lier bappiness, lier future, were
at stake; lier fate, lie xvas certain
now, depended upon discovery of those
events tied tiglit in thb> mystery of
Alan's own identity whîcb Spearman
knew, and] the tbreat of w-hidi at mo-
mnents appailet] him. Alan winced as
there came before hlmi in the darkuess
of the street the vision of Constance
in Spearman's arms and of the kiss
that be had seen that afternoon.

lie staggered, slipped. feil suddenly
forward upon bis knees under a stun-
ning, crushing blow tupon bis beat]
trom bebind. Thouglit, consciollsiess
aimost lest, be struggled, twisting
binisel! about to grasp at bis assailant.
lie caugbt <the man's clothing, trying
to drag himsel! up; flgliting blindly,
dazedly, unable to see or thlnk, be
shouted nioud and, then again, alout].
rie seemed la tlie distance ta her an-

sengcries,; but the welght and]
strengtb of tbe other wa't bearing hlmi
down agnin ta bis knees'; be tniet] to
slip aside front It, to rise. Then an-
other bloýw, crushlng and] sickening, de-
,sceudet] on bis bond;'- even hearing lef t
hlm, and], unconsclous, .he feul forward
on to tle snow and] lay stili.

CHAPTER X.

ýA WaIk Beside the Lake.

lIE name seems te Sherrili,"
i ' tie Interne agreed. <"lie said

it before w-ion w-e had hlm on the

table up-stairs; and lie lias said it now
twice distinctiy-Sberrill.'

"Bis name, do you tbink?"
"I shouldn't, say so; hoý seemus trying

to speali to soineone nan led Sherrill."

The nurse waited a few minutes.
"Yes; that's how it seenis to nie, sir.
He said something that sounded like
Connie' a while ago, and. once lie said
'Jim.' There are only tour Sherrilis
mn the telephone book, two of them in
Evanston and one waY out in mi-
noota."

"The other?"

"They're only about six blocks train
wbere he wvas picked up; but they*re
on the Drive-the Lawrence Sherrills."

The internewhistled softly and look-
ed more lnterestedly at his patient's
features. He glanced at bis watch,
whicli sbowed the hour of the miorn-
ing to be balf-past four. "You'd better
make a note of it," lie said. "He's not
a Chlcagoan; bis clothes were made
soinewliere in Kansas. 1He'l1 be con-
scions some time during the day;
there's' oniy a sligbt fracture, aud-
Perliaps you'd better cal' the Sherrill
bouse, anyway. If he's nlot knowfl
there, no harm. done; and if he's one
of their friends and be sliould . . .

The nurse nodded and moved off.

Thus It was that at a quarter to five
Constance Sherrili was awakened by
the knocking of one of the servants
at ber fatlier's door. 1-1er father went
down-stalrs to ,the telephone instru-
muent wliere lie migbt reply without
disturbing Mrs. Sherrill. Constance,
kimona over iier sbouldors, stood at
the top of the stairs and waited. Lt
became plain to her at once that what-
ever had bappened had been to Alan
Conr ad.

Ye....Yes... You are giving
him every possible care? At -once.'

She ran part way down the. stairs
and met lier father as be came up.
Hie tol d lier of the situation brlefly.

"He was attacked on the street late
last nlgbt; be was uncousclous when
tliey found hlmt and tooli hlm to the
hospital, aud bhas been unconscious
ever aince. They say it was an ordin-
ary street attack for robbery. I shall
go at once, of course; but you can do
nothing. He would not know you if
you cameo; and of course li l in comn-
petent hands. No; no, one. can say
yet how serlously lie is injure.'

She waited in tbe bail whlle ber
father dressed, aiter calling the garage
on tbe bouge telepiorie for hlmt and
orderlng the mater.' Wben lie had
gono, she returned anxiously to ber
own rooms; lie had promlsed to caîl
lier after reacbing the bospitaî and as
soon as lie bad learned tbe particulars
of A\lani's condition. Lt w-as ridiculous,
o! course, to attacli any responsibility
to ber father or herseif for what had
bappened to Alan-a street attack
sucb ns might have bappened to any
one-yet shlé felt that tliey were in
part responsible. Alan Conrad hadl
corne to Chicago, not by their direc-
tion, but by Benjamin Corvet's; but
Uncle Benny being gone, they bad
been the unes wlio met bitm, tbey hadl
recelved hlmii Into their own bouse;,
but they hall not thouglit to warn hlm
of the dangers of the city and, after-
ward, tbey hadl let hlm go) to lîye alone
in the bouse in Astor St reet %vith no,
better adviser than Wassaquamn. Now,
and perbaps because thety bad nlot
warned hinm, be bad mec injury and. It

miglit be, more than mere injury; f
miglit be dying.

She walked anxiously Up and doM
lier rooma, clutching ber kimona abc),
ber; it would be some tirne yet befo:
slie could bear from ber father. Si
wvent to the telephone on the star
beside ber bed and, called Henry Spea
man at bis apartments. Hia servai
a nswered; and, after an intervi
Henry's voice came to lier. She t0
hirm ail that slle knew of wliathlad 0
curred.

"Do you want mie ta go over to tl
liospital?" lie asked at once.

"No; father bas gone. Tbere
nothing any one can do. lIll caîl Y(
,again as soon as 1 bear from father

He seemned to appreciate from b1
tone the anxiety alle feit; for lie s
himiself to soothe and encourage hE
She listened, answered, and then hl
up the receiver, nnxious not ta intf
fere witli the expected caîl from h
lather. ,She moved about the roO
again, opp ressed by the long wait, Il
til tbe 'phone rang, and shle spraiig
it; it was ber father caling from ti
liospital. Alan bad had a few MD
monts' consciousness, but Sherrili I
flot been allowed ta see hlm; 110W,
the report o! the nurse, Alan wi
sleeping, and botb nurse and mier"
assured Sherrîll that, this belng t]
case, there was no reason for anxie
conëeriiing hlm; but Sherrili WOL1
w-ait at the bospital a 11111e longer
malte sure. Constance's breath caug
as shte' auswered hlm, and ber ey
flulet with tears o! relief. She call'
Henry again, and he evldently llý
been waiting, for he answered at elne
be listened without comment to ber 1
petition o! ber fatber's report.

"Ail riglit," lie said. %vhen she h;
flnlslied. "I'm cormhfge over, Con1l(

"Yes; riglit away."ý
"You must gîve me lime to dress

His assumption o! rlgbt ta corne to hl
at this'early bour recailed ta ber il
cibly tÜe dloser relation which Hl'
now assumed as exlstiug betWve
tliem; Indeet], as More than existir
as progressing. Andhad not she
mnitted tliat relation by telepbonling
hlm duringber auxiety? She hall I
thouglit how that muet appear to Ilr
slie had nlot thought about Ib aI a
slle bad just doue It.

S HIE had been oe of tlose wbo h11
o! betrothal in terms o! quetl

and anewer, o! a moment wlifl
cision le formulated and spoiten; 5
bat] supposed that, by withboldlflg
piy to Henry'e question put-evefl
tore Uncle Beirny went nway, elhe 'W
thereby maintaliiing the same relatll
betwveen Henry 'and lierself. But 11(
shle w-as dlscovering thnt thÎe was Il
so; she wis realizlngr that HenlY
nlot requIred formai answer t0 hi,"i
cause he consldered that sucb ans,'
hat] become superfluous, ber Yes,
she accepted hlmi now, would not
tablish a new bond, it would m8irc
a cknowle4~ge w-bat was elreadIY und'
stood. She bat] accepted that-bý
she not-,wlien, In the rush of ber le
ing, she had thrust lier hand int l
the da~y before; alie had accepted
even m~ore untdenla»bly, %ien lie
selzed îier and] kissecl ber.

Not that she bat] souglit Or'
consclously permittet], that; it hall,
deed, surprmsed ber. Wbile tbOY Me
alone togethàr, and le was tellli g
thînge about himself, somewhftt
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