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Yespeeches of Sir Edward Grey h Parlia

ment sud of Mr. Asquith, on the occasion a.
the State documents bèing laid on the table
an utterances of profound historie importance
as thôse State documenta are likewise of pro
fowid historie value. Sir Edward Grey'i
speech, which was delîvered not many houri
b;efore, the war began, is couched throughoul
i wrds of extraordiary moderation anc

restrint; while heavy with the sense of war, il
is ýthel-poeh -of a great peace Mini#ter, sud ai
we read it, again, and ponder it;* the caîni
m narhlling of deedesud official utterances fi
irresistibie. -1$ is the iron logic of fact, of event

Whyir we at war, we people of Canada
ehoulerto shoulder with .the people of th(
British Isles and the people of alI the reet ol
the Empire? Because in thie great etrugglE
of the spiit, of freedom againet the demon ol
force, British, freedom je at etake. We anÈ
fighting in defence of everything that makeE
life worth living, in defence of every ideal by
which, our country existe as a civilized com-
munity. It je a war to defend the eecurity
of our national future. To come down te
particulars aud details i anewer to the ques-
tion of why the Britishý Empire sud the nations
fightig in alliance with us are engaged i this
war with the Empires of German aud Austria,.
Hungary, the plain facte speak for themeelves.

The whole aim sd object of the militaist
regime which for a half century past has
absolutely controlled Germany bas been avow-
,edly to make the German people subservient
at home and feared abroad. Every, ingenuity
of the science of destruction lias been devel-
oped with absorbing euergy, and uo consider-
ation of pity or humanity lias been allowed to
interfere with the decrees of the god of "Blood,
aud'Iron." The minds of the Germanpeople

flic<i~~wigodof "Blood and Iron" ie a
,W d *ty *ith no bwl of compassion. He

ÙW grad n~der his heel the email nationahe a
s*orntoIptect, and taiks of a saèred treaty as

ej "a msrtp )of ? aper.1y He flings bombs férmthe
of sky upoii i1eix1 cities, scornfui of womnen

a s ad eblidren. Ho burne towns and village,
and slaughters, the, old and the weak, not in

ar ger and luit, but according to an iron ru~e
Ho Re smorelles. even with bie own. He flings
them' i close formation on certain death.
They muet "1hack their way through," or- die.

Ef "Botter to lose an army corps than change
of àPlan." 1$ je al force-force--force-Boullese
e, uad cruel and barbarie. It ie divorced from

n ail moral cons;ideratýion--!-from mércy, from
u justice, from pity. TJntil this eystem is broken

Je and crushed, there can be no peace i this
world.

How did this eyetemn precipitate the preeent
>8 war? 1$ resorted to a devioue course of pro-
y cedure. On July 23,- Austria presented to
îè ervis an ultimatum making demands the
d cc~>aneof which would have been for

[y. Servis. national suicide. The assassination of
lé the Arohduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the

It lmperial crown of Auetria-Hungary was the
e pretext which was seized upon for the purpose

cf of crushing Servis. The ultimatum. gave
Servis oniy forty-eight houre in which to eub-

il mit. Servia made an humble reply, agreeig
[d to nRearly all demandesud offering to submit
le the others to the Hague Tribunal. This offer

le Austria-Hungary insultingly rejected.- Noth-
,r ing can be'plainer than that Germany dictated

ic that ultimatum, and coerceç Auetria-Hungary
d throughout that whole course of events.

1, Let us cite in1partial witnesses. Admirai
)f Mahan, retired, of the United States Navy
ýn recognized as a foremoet authority on ef5a

jd 1ower and n&aa strategy and on hietorical
y questions, has written:

a '"The aggessive insolence of Austria-Hungary's
ultimatum to Servia, taken with the concession by the
latter of ail the demande except those which were toe

L- humiliating for their national self-respect, indicate that
)f the real cause of the war is other than that set forth by

> the ultimatum. Knowing from psst experience how
the matter muet be viewed in Ruesia, it le incredible
that Austria would have ventured on the ultimatum

- unles he was. assured beforehand of the consent of
Germany to it. The inferenoe je irresistible that the
substance of the ultimatum wae the pretext for a war

[t already determined on as soon as a plausible occasion

d Let us cite another impartial' witness, the
ýt New York World, which, in dealing with the
i5 campaign headed by Count Bernstorff, the
a German Ambassador at Washington, to en-

5deavor to change the verdict of Public opinion
in the United'States, a campaigu which lias

*failed to eecure a reversai of the United States
e verdict againet Germany, says:
f "The arguments employed do not appeal to the

e American mind. With every desire to bce fair to ail
*sides, the overwhelming majority of editorial writers

are able to see in the war only a cataclyem provoked
e b y German militarism, with the object of making

G ermany the predominant Power in Europe. When
r Professor Munsterburg and others denounce Britain

as 'a traitor to the Teuton race,' because she ides with
- Russia, America, Americane recaîl that until the fartT that until recent years Germany'e great ambition was

a Russo-German alliance against France and England."
- It is well kn own that what Bismarck aixned

s at was a "Kaiserbund," and alliance of the
s three Kaisers-German, Austrian and Russian
*i-against the rest of Europe, with the idea of
* later on making Austria-Hungary part of the

German Empire. But the European develop-
3 mente took another course. The alliances
- formed between France and Russia, and Great

b Britain and France created:a situation which
r made it inevitable that the course taken last

July by Germany in, naking Austria-Hungary
its tool in thqf matter of the ultimatum to

0 Servia would Provide a pretext for Germany
1 to strike. Germany deliberately took meas-

ures to provide this pretext., Sir Edward Grey

strained every effort to preéserve the peace of
Euoe He macle proposai' after proposai,0or ferer rFrne, Russia and Italy con-
curring, but Germany i every case refusing.

Germany was dete inmed on war. In the
worde of Imperial Chancellor von Bethmann
Hollweg: "If a nation will not, or cannot
spend so much onu ite armaments that it-ca'
force ite way through the world, it must fait
back into the secorqd row. The weak become
the prey of the, etrong. Parchment je parch..
ment, steel ijeeteel." These words 'I'ere
uttered morethan a year- gé-.They mae*weU
be cited here by way of preface to the mention
of the "scrap of paper" declaration by the
same Imperial Chancellor von Bethmann
Hollweg, who je the German Emperor'e chief
Minister of State, not responsible to the Ger-
man people, for the German people have not
reeponeible Government, but responsible only
to the Emperor.

That speech will etand forever in history as
the moet striking utterance of the epirit of the
whole canceroue eyetem of systeniatic double-,
dealing and cynical - faithiesen ese which had
grown up iynder the military autocracy 'at
Berlin. In his last interview with the. British
Ambassador at Berlin, Sir Goechen, on August
4, the Imperial Chancellor, when he made his
"infamous propoeal" that Great ]3ritain should
allow the violation of the neutrality of Belgiuni,
said that the treaty, eigned by Germany as welI
as by Great Britain, guaran'teeing Belgian
neutrality, was "Just a ecrap of paper." The
New York World on August 29, after recalling
the fact that Magna Charta, the Bül of Riglits,
the Declaration of Independence and the
decisione of the Supreme Court of the United
States are "j ust scrape of paper," said:

"The Hay-Pauncefote Treaty is 'a scrap of paper,'
and one of the most brilliant moral victories won by
President Wilson is the Act of Congrees which vol-
untarily repealed the violation of the terme of that'scrap of paper.' Respect for -these 'ecrape of paper'
measure a nation's honor no less than ite freedom.
Our democracy itself is only 'a scrap of paper,' but it
looses forces no autocrat can etay. T he Germani
army je the most wonderful military machine ever
contructed by the hand and brain of man, but in the
final reckoning of history this 'scrap of palier' will
prove more powerful than ail the Kaiser's legioneM."

SThe utterances of the press of. the UÜnited
States are noteworthy because the 'JFnited
States is not involved in this war,: aud bç*)ue
the people 'of the United States are an i4teili-
gent and rèading people. To quote one more
utterance of one of the journals of highest
standing i the United States, out of the
multitudes of similar utterances that might be
quoted, the New Yorkç Outlook sys:

"Hietory will hold the German Emperor respopeble
frthis war.' Austria would neyer have made lrin-

defensible attack on Servia if she had not been aaeured
beforehand of the support of Germany. The German
Emperor'e consent to co-operate with Great flritain
in mediation would have put a stop to Austria's
advance. To doubt that Germany and Austria have
been in alliance in this act of brigandage is to ehut
one's eyes to all the signe."

With the ýviolation of the neutrality of
Belgium by Germany the war began. Great
Britain, having exhausted every possible effort
to avent the war, was finally compelled by its
most sacred obligations, as well as by the
necessity of protecting both itself and the
Empire, to take action, which it did with the
instant and unanimous approval sud support
of the whole Empire,. It is the British Empir
that Germany lias been planning aîl along to
destrpy. "The old century saw a Gerinan
Europe," said the Emperor. "The newone
shal ee a German world. The trident of
power over the sea muet be in our haýnds."
Said Mr. Asquith in hie speech at the Guildhall
on September 4:

<'The ultimate and hot far distant aim of- GernialY.
was to crush the independence and the autonomy of the
free States of Europe. First Belgium, then Hollaiid
and Switzerland-countries, like our own, imbued and
sustained with the spirit of liberty-we were, one after
the uther, to be bent to the yoke, and these 'ambitions
were fed and fostered by a body of',new doctrines and
new philosophy prèached - by. 'professors *'and'learned
mien in Germany. The free and full self-developme1It
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