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(See the accompanying Map of the Railway System of Canada.)

The endeavour to trace in the history of the development of Canada the pro-
portion of its advance fairly attributable, dircctly, to the extension of its railway
system, is a matter of difficulty, in view of the exceptional facilities for communi-
cation by water which the country possesses, and which, even in the present day,
must be regarded asa main factor of its commercial prosperity. A wator way
which extends from the mouth of the River St. Lawrence to Port Arthur at the
head of Lake Superior, a distance of 2,260 miles (3,637 kilometres) made navigable
by & system of canals, has constituted an independent element of advancement which
must be conxidered in dealing with the general question, while immense internal
rivers and innumerable lakes have borne inthe past, and still bear, their share in the
progress of the country. The proximity of these water ways, however, formed the limi-
tation to general settlement. .

It is not until the vast extent of territory west of Lake Superior is reached,
that the paramount importance of railway communication, if these great fortile
plains and valleys are ever to be utilized for the public good, is realized. The ex-
tent of this section may be understood from the single statement that it has re-
quired the construction of 2,257 miles (3,632 kilometres) of railway to span the dis-
tance between Lake Superior and the waters of the Pacific.

Bat though this generous and ready means of water communication existy, it
exists only for the warmer portions of the year, and for the long winter months,
from the end of November to the end of March, the whole interior of the country
would be in s state of isolation, and trade would be dormant or yralysed were it
not for the railways, which now, from eust to west, with their ramifications to the
north and south, pierce the country in every direction, collecting and distributing
the products of the forest, the field, and the factory, through the length and breadth
of the land, and giving ready access to and from ull the centres of population, with-
out heed to the restrictions and barriers of the wintor climate. For Canada, in a
greater degree than for any other country, the presence of the railway is for this
reason absolutely essentiul to the maintenance of its prosperity and the continuance
of its growth,

Important Epochs.

For the purpose of briefly indicating the beneficial effects produced in this
country by railway construction, it will be well, perhaps, to glance at Canada’s
position at three or four epochs, bearing in mind always that the results shown are
not in all cases clearly defined or deﬁm}g{a as direct results of railway enterprise,



