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as it has since become, T quite well remeniber the curious sensations
with which this my first Journey of the kind was commenced.. Tt

- was mid-winter, the snow lay several inches thick upon the ground;

the latest reports from up the river spoke of much ice about and be-
low Fort Hope, so that I was by no means sorry to avail myself of
the offer of Mr. Lewm of the Hudson’s Bay Cum pany, who had
accompanied tﬁe ‘Plumper’ to Langley as pilot, to be iy companion.
Mr. Yale had selected a_good canne and nine stout paddlers, four
half-breeds and five Tn(h'ms, and when Tlanded from the ship a few
minutes bv..are cleven they were waiting on the beach, dressed in
their best l)hnkus, with large streamers of brighv red, blue and
yellow n‘)z)()m. in which they delight so much, tlying from
their caps.  JMr. Yale hal, previously harangaed them, and
presented  themn with these  streamers by " way of mlch.ssnw
them with the _importance of e serviee in \'}ncn th(v were
engagad, F‘Ltlh’f owrselves in’ the cahne as comfortably as we
could, aww we started, the‘fr:xi_‘. bavk flying over ‘.hi‘. sinooth

" water, and *ho crew singing at the«top of thiir will, shrill

voices, their particoiored « cwmt;on: streaming in the biter winter
. - . F 4 .
wind. Y

The North American .ndmrh and. mrloed /é’m .'m‘hh as

well, pu‘ tle much more:steadily when they xln,ﬁf"‘ They keep t}:'“‘x- _

did time, and, hy way of accomprn iment, hm’" the handics (,‘ their
padidles <hrply against the o
customn is—antd the greats t stickler fm‘ etiquette .un- ny us will find
himself outdona by the Indian's respect for whatever habit cr fash-
ion may have dictated—for the sleersian to sing, the crew toking

. up the chorus.  Although T have frejuently tried to induce one of
the others to start ‘song, with the view of testing the strergth of.

their social habit in this respect, T Bave never succeeded unless sup-
? .

ported in my request by the stecrsman. This post of honor is

usually conferred upon the senior of the party, unless the owner of
the canoe- hapoens to form one of the crew when he takes the seat

by Virtue of his i mw'c st m it. Next in mam m and importapee to

the steersman are the pair of p,uldles who sit immediately hehind

. the padsengersy then come the two forward hands, who have w great

deal to do with the management of the canoe in keeping it clear of

blocks of floating ice,. or the snags which often appear suddenly un-

der its hom 'and preventmf' the . current from spinning it

gunwale of the canoe. H singing theip~
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