| TRUE WITNESS AND' CATHOLIO OHRONICLE.

¥

"THE CHRISTIAN'S CHOICE.
Father MoCallen’s Sermon st the Sum-~
mer School. )

« you shall be converted, and &hall see the
difference between the jus{. and the wicked,
between him that serveth God, Apd bim that
gerveth Him not ./"—{MALACHY III.,18.)

Dearly Beloved Brethren,—Since wehave
been created by God, to know, love, and
serve Him here on earth, in order to be
happy with Him forever in heaven, it is
all important for us to choose rather
to take upon ourselves the sweet yoke
and light burden of Jesus Christ, than
to submit to the galling slavery of
Satan here, and its inevitable conse-
quence, etexnal micery hereafter. There
should be no hesitancy about the choice.
For whether we accept the teach-
ings of experience and observation, or
those of Faith, we musat come to the con-
clusion, tbat * one day in the courts of
the Lord is above thousands;” and that
it is better ‘“ to be an abject in the house
of God than to dwell in the tabernacles
of sinners.” (Ps. 83, 11.) Yel compara-
tively few sexve God faithfully, so many
seem to prefer the service of the devil.

If we seek the reason, we may find it in
the exaggerated view which most people
take of the difficulties to be met with in
the practice of virtue. Like the mes-
sengers sent out by Moses to reconnoitre
the land of the Amorrhite, and who re-
turped dismayed, saying: “ The multi-
tude is great and taller than we; the
cities are great and walled up to the aky”
(D.uteronony L., 28) #o, too many Chris-
tians of our day, after having tasted the
sweets of & virtuous life, turn back dis-
heartened, because some slight effort
must 8till be made to preserve the
precious fruits already acquired. But,
just 88 Momes restored the courage
of his people by exclaiming : * Fear not,
for the Lord God who is your leader will
fight for you” (Deuteronony I., 80), so
may we restore our courage by listening
to a greater than Moses, ag, with arms
ontstretched, He says to us: * Come to
Me all you that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will refresh you. Take up
My yockeuponyon . . . andyon
shall find rest for your souls. For My
yoke is sweet and My burden light”
(Matthew X1, 28, 29, 30)—or by listening
to 8t. Paul: “I can doallthingsin Him,
who strengtheneth me” (Philippian1V.,,

1t is true, the devil likewise seeks to
gainour allegiance by promires of reward;
but if we prcfit.-by the lessons of ex
perience, or observation, and by the
_teachings of faith, we cannot refuse to
choose “the better part,” which I trust
will never be taken from us,

That Christian makes a great mistake
who believes, or asserts, that the service
of God costs more than the service of the
devil. Had we no other guide to direct us
in our choice than that innate cleverness
which makes the people of this country
80 shrewd jn striking & bargain, it would
suffice, without considerations of & higher
order, to incline us to the service of God.
because this service is in every respect
the best.

How easily the sinner is beguiled into
the oppoeite service by false promises
which are never fulfilled | How willingly
he closes his eyes to the price, might I
not rather say penalty, of sin! Yes, &
price must be paid for the enjoyment
of every sinful pleasure. What price ?
Ask the drunkard the day after his
drunken debauch what he has had to
pay for the passing gratification of his
palate ; and if he cannot answer, you
meay answer for him,—soul ruined, will
weakened, vicious habit encouraged,
intellect destroyed, talents equan-
dered, time wasted, purse emptied,
health shattered, name tainted, reputa-
tion loat. These are the price, of what ?
Of the momentary gratification of a base
animal appetite. As Americans,  we
ought to be ashamed to be caught by
one such bad bargain; but, alas! there

~ are thousands of bright, intellectual and
otherwise clever men who make such
bargains every week of their lives !

Ask the libertine what it costs him to
enjoy the husks of his illicit plessures.
He will tell you,—~gnawing remozrse, logs
of grace, of peace, of true happiness—a
diseased soul and a diseased, corrupted
body. One proof among many. 1 once
'was called to see a sick patient in an
hospital. Near by lay & man, who bore
from the crown of hig head to the soles of
his feet the evident mearks of the crim-
inal ife he had led. Ido not exaggerate
when I say, that from head to foot he was
one mass of corruption. I do not ex

sggerate when I say, that had I to an-
noint the man, I would not have been
able to find one untainted spot to which
to apply the sacred oil. Day and night,
for five months, hie lay there ; and at the
end of that time, in spite of the constant
care of physician and nurse, his putrid
body gave out a stench which would
have polluted the air of the whole hos-
pital had not the cloths that hung around
his bed been saturated with the strong-
est disinfectant. Men may not always
pay as terrible a penalty for sin as that
man did, but the loss of innocence is
always dear at any price,

8o I might go on, if time permitted,
over the whole list, experience always
proving to the poor sinner how much he
has to pay for the little he gets out of
the service of the world, the flesh and
the devil. The dishonest clerk whose
slight pilferings grow day by day,
beﬁetting sin in his soul, worry
and anxiety in his mind, finally
lodging him in a felon’s celi; the
proud vain womsan subjecting herself to
2 thousand inconveniences to secure a
little mite of praise, admiration or honor,
left inconsolable, because perhaps there
is one who refuses to pay tribute to her
pride and venity, or one other who is
more popuiar than herself; the irate
husband or wife whose every victory of
self opinion or self will, means loas of
peace, concord and mutual love ; the dis-
obedient untruthful child paying bitterly
through life for his disocbedience and his
lies ; thejealous neighbor neither possess-
ing nor yet taking away what she envies
in others, punished more than she pun-
ishes—one and all prove, that the vain
paseing pleasures of sin must be
bought at & price—a pricewhich yields
no sufficient return for such unprofitable
investmenta,

Now turn for a moment to contemplate
the other side of the picture; for the
rewards of & virtuous life cannot be pur-
chased unless a price is paid therefor,

A sober man, especially & total ab-
stainer, who, for his own security, love of
neighbor, and desire of honoring Christ’s
Sacred Thirst, abstains from all intox-
icating drink, muat place upon himself
certain restraints ; muat forego certain
cumpanies ; put up with the railleries of
well meaning but unworthy friends ; and
if he has been previously a victim of
drink, must engage in pussing conflict
with retusning craving for liquor. But
in & short time these efforts will cost him
nothing. These sacrifices will scarcely
attract bis attention. Meanwhile what
does ke receive in return ? Let us take
an illustration from among many. Oune
evening, about a year ago, a young man
waited on me, and said he wished to re-
rew his pledge. “Eleven months ago,”
he continued, “I came to you shattered
in health, out of pocket, burdened with
sin, an object of such disgust
to my friends, that I have seen them
tarn out of my way to avoid meeting
me. I have kept my pledge now for
about eleven montbs. [ want to renew
it, for it 38 & good thing. Lock at me,
father, I am no longer the same man.
I am in the best of health, my purse is
well filled, I commit less sin, I enjoy the
esteem of devoted friends. I'll try the
pledge for another year.” Now,this last
sentence wasthe only one thatsaddened
me during the entire conversation, and I
bave heard it so often, * I’ll try it for an-
other year.” Why not forlife? O, victims
of drink, how is it possible for you, after
tasting the bitter fruits of intemperance,
and the wholesome fruit of sobriety; after
the punishment that always followa ex-
ceasive indulﬁence, and the peace, pros-
perity and bappiness which are the
reward of sobriety ; how is it possible fox
you to waver for one moment in making
these rewards perpetual by a life pledge
of total abstinence ? .

No matter what virtue we practise, no
matter at what pain and sacrifice it is
purchased, the reward is always greater
than the price. Tell me, has anyone
ever overcome sloth on Sunday morning,
and assisted at Holy Mass, who hae regret-
ted the effort made to fulfil this precept of
God’s church? Has anyone ever told tbe
truth, obeyed legitimate authority, be-
stowed an alms, forgiven an injury, kept
back an angry retort, practised kindness
and charity ; and, as he laid his bead on
his pillow at night to rest, not felt the
holier, the nobler, the happier for the
good thus accomplished? Has anyone
ever come out of those terrible conflicts
with the demon of lust, and co-operating
with divine grace, put the enemy of his
innocence to flight, who has not erjoyed
in consequence the most profound peace

and happiness?
And yet, in spite of these lessons

tanght by experience or observation,
Ohristiane hesitate about the choice be-
tween the service of God and the ser
vice of His enemies, the world, the flesh
and the devil, How sashamed omght
we not to be of the slight efforts we make
to persevere ina life of virtne! See
what will power the children of this
world bring to the acquisition of wealth,
honor and pleasure. What labor, what
toil, what sacrifice, are willingly under-
gone to secure that which must be puor-
chased at so great a price; that which
can be evjoyed for so short a period;
that which is far more easily lost than
gained! With the aid of Divine grace,
we need make no such effort to secure
the rewards of & virtuous life—peace of
soul, friendship of God, increased merits,
happineas here, and never endipg happi-
ness hereafter. .

Why are .we, the children of light, so
weak of wil, so little generous in faithiul
allegiance to our good God, that we so
soon grow weary of even this slight
effort ; s0 soon dismayed by the cbstacles
in our path; so scon tired of the re-
straints of the sweet yoke of Christ; and
8o soon exhausted by His light burden,
a8 to desert His standard and return to
the old time slavery of a sinful life?

Why should we, I repeat,the cbildren of
light, with the super-abundance of G.d’s
grace ever at our disposal, prove less
strong of will or less generous in God's
service than the children of the world in
the service of the demon? Wae serve a
Master who never deceives nor makes a
promise which He does not fulfill, They
serve a tyrant who promises liberty and
makes them slaves; promises light and
joy and leads them to darkness and
misery ; promises satiety and leaves their
souls 80 empty of all true happiness and
such a prey to gnawisg remorse, that
they cry out, * peace, peace”—but “there
is no peace for the wicked.,” Augustin
tried both services, the service of the
demon and the service of God. He re-
belled against truth; he sought satiety
in the gratification of the basest passions,
but only to find out that the human
heart created fur God can never be satis-
fied with anything less than God. “ Thou
hast made our hearts for Thee, O Lord,
and till they rest and repose in Thee
they shall never know peace.” And
Solomon, who possessed every joy, every
pleasure, every honor the world could
give, made the ssme experiment:
 Vanity of vanities and all is vanity.”
{Ecolestastes L., 2.)

I have said that God does not deceive
His servants by concealing from them
that though His yoke is sweet, 1t is still
a yoke; and though His burden is light
it still remains a burden. ¢ Son, when
thou comest into the sexvice of Gaid pre-
pare thy soul for temptation. Join thy-
self to God and « ndure that thy life may
be increased in the latter end.” (Eccle-
siagticus II,, 1, 3) BSuch was ever the
teaching of the Divine Master when He
walked on earth. “The Kingdom of
Heaven suffereth violence and the
violent bear it away.” (Matthew XI[.,12)
“If apy man will come after me let him
deny himself, take up his cross and fol-
low me.” (Matthew XVI, 24} “Haw
narrow is the gate and straight is the
way that leadeth tolife!” (Matthew VII,,
14)

But if He does not conceal from us
the price of our service, neither does He
conceal its rewards. “ Biessed are the
poor in spirit for theira is the kingdom
of heaven. Blessed are the meek for
they shall poesess the land, Blessed are
they that mourn for they shall be com-
forted. Blessed are they that hunger
and thirst after jus.ice for they shall be
filled. B.eesed are the merciful for they
shall obtsin mercy. Blessed are the clean
of heart for they shall see God. Bleussed
are you, when menfshall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall éay all manner
of evil against you, falsely, for my sake;
rejoice and be exceedingly glad because
your reward is very great in heaven.”
“ Well done good and faithful servant;
because thou hast been faithful over a
few things, 1 will set thee over many.
Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”
{Mathew xxv.,23.) How consoling these
teachings of Faith ! It is Eternal Truth
whospeaks! The mother may forget her
child, but He will not forget those who
trust in Him! He is the great King of
Heaven and earth, powerful enough, to
put to flight every enemy. of our
soul; rich enough, to satisfy every
longirg of our heart; _devoted
enough, to stand by wus in every
corflict, pour out upon ue his abundant
effic... nvww--~a and lead us each and
every \.. .. victory, and to the

rewardsof ». —peace, joy, bappiness

here below ; peace, joy, happiness eternal
in heaven. Why then not make our
choice, and make it well? Satan is our
enemy, and his associates, the world and
the flesh, are leagued with bim for our
destruction. God is our best friend—
good, amiabls, perfect, and therefore
worthy of our love for his own asake;
exceedingly good, mexciful and forgiving
to us, and therefore worthy of our grate-
ful service forever. *‘ You ahall be con-
verted and shall see the difference be-
tween him that serverh God and him
that serveth Him not.” Make the choice,
brathren, and persevere in it to the end.
Having thus chosen *the better part,”’
it eball not be taken from you.

The geratiny fir the Swinford ‘and
Brickloon Divisions of Swiaford Union
was held on July 9, resulting as follows:

Meelick—Staunton, 164; Davitt, 60.
Swinford —James Durkan, 48; Price, 16;
John W. Mulligan, 1.

" At Monsghan, on July 4, an evicted
tenant named James Quinn summoned
Robert Gilleapie, who has taken his
farm, for presenting a revolver at him.
The case was dismissed, and counter
charges against Quinn were adjourned.

James H. Hegarty, of Derry City, son
of the late James Hegarty, of Diamond,
was successful at the recent Pharma-
ceutical License Examination of Ireland.
Mr. Hegarty, who served his apprentice-
ship with P.J. Lyons, of Belfast, is now
a qualified chemist.

The municipal election for councillor
for the South Ward, of Cork, msde vacant
by the death of J. Fitzgibbon, Redmond-
ite, took place on July 12. The candi-
dates were, T. Coughlan, Nationalist ; D.
J. Lucy, Redmondite; and L. Scully,
Unionist. The result of the poll was as
follows :—Lucy, 104; Coughlan, 82;
Scully, 48. ]

It is ramored that a8 Catholic Institute
for soldiers is about to be established at
the Curragh Camp. The piece of ground
has, we understand, been granted
by the War Office, and a committee of
representatives from the various corps,
etc., formed to carry out the sugges-
tions. An appeal for funds will shortly
be issued, and Major-General Lord R.
D. Kerr, C.B., will contribute £50,

Justice Johnson opened the Commis-
gion for Tyrone at Omagh, on July 10.
Addressing the grand jury, he said : “The
Crown business is exceedingly light.
There are only five cases, of which one
was adjourned from lsat assizes, and in
which a bill has already been found.
The other four are of the ordinary
character—larceny, wounded, etc.

The Rev. Aidan Kennedy, of Leigh-
lin Bridge, is dead. He was engaged as-
sisting at the Mission opened by the
Passionist Fathers, but when returning
trom the conference in Borris, he con-
tracted a chill, which developed into
pneumonia, and notwithatanding all
that medical ekill conld do to arrest the
progress of the malady, he passed peace-
fully away.

A meeting of the Bornacoola Branch of
the Federation was held on July 1, M.
Canning, President, in the chair. Anac-
knowledgment “for £5 to the Central
Branch was re d. 'The chairman aud
members of the committee instructed
the secretary to apnly to the Central
office for a grant for Mrs, Rogers and her
four children of this parish, evicted.
The next meeling was announced for
July 29. .

Addressing the grand jury at the Sligo
Ansizes, on July 7, Justice O'Brien said
one single case expressed the quota of
criminal business which they had to
deal with, and it bore testimony to the
state of uniform trarquiliity that existed
within the county. He had great reason
to congratulate them on the state of pub-
lic tranquillity and the absence of crime,
which waa attended by an extraordinary
indication of prosperity.

P. J. McDonald, on bebalf of the
Nationa! Federation, has visited a large
number of parishes in North and Souih
Meaath., Mr. McDonald was most warm-
1y received by both priest and people.
In Trim he was accorded an enthusisstic .
reception. At Navan, under the presi-
dency of the respected Administrator,

‘the Very Rev. P. McNamee, a goodly

sum was subscribed for the Irish Par-
liamentary Fuand. . At Crussakeil & new

branch of the National Federation was
formed, ‘



