
,WOODLAND MANOR; OR, THE DISPUTED TITLE.

come composed and resigned, particularly as that appeared sorrow and vexation. She let him, and

period is fixed upon to consummate his dearest drew near ber mother, throwing berseif on the grau

hopes.'' y her aide, as ahe cast off ber riding bat, and laid

One bright and beautiful day, a party was formed her head dovn upon ber knce.

to visit the ruins of the Abbey, in the vicinity of You bave fatigued yourself, 1 fcar, my dear

Woodland Manor. Al the preparations for a cold, child," said Lady Neville, aniialy, and stroking

yet splendid banquet, had been made, while to en- back ber long fair ringlets.

hance their pleasure,Lord De Melfort epgaged a band Oh, no, dearest mamma V" said the sweet girl,

to be in attendance. With a light and joyous heart looking up in ber motber'a face, wbile ber eyea were

Rosetta mounted ber favourite palf-ey, who from filled witb tears. "Believe that 1 ant as well and as

bis eager movements,as be pawed the ground, seemed bappy as 1 deserve to be."

proud to bear bis young and beautiful mistress once Lady Neville sigbed, but abe made no other re-

more. mark as e perceived tbe gaze of Colonel Lennox

dPoor Sultan," she said, prtting bis glohsy nemk, rivetted upon tbent botg.

"cwe bave been trangers to eacb otber too long; The season svas too far advanced ta render their

many a happy bour bave ne pahsed together in days lingering until the evening dews prudent; and a-

of yore." tbough a few remonstrances were made by tbe young

" An' money a blithe ane ye ivill pasc again, my people, yet tbey were eauily perasuaded to yield teir

bonny leddy," saîd aid Donald Gray, adjusting bier wi.es to tbose of tber parents. The carfiages and

reins; but ye maun tek tent a' yursel', for b "e is borses were accordingly ordered at an early hour.

froliesome enou', an' needa tbe curb like ither folks, During dinner, Colonelr Lnnox had placed h imself

f trow." opposite to Rosetta, maintaining an unusual silence,

Rosetta lightly colouhred at these words, and and now, instead of coming forward to assit ber as

turning to Colonel Lenno, wbo accompanied b Ler, before, ie left ber to the care of er uncle, wile be

abe made some casuam reaark, waen trey rode off proceeded to mouat z bis own borse. Sbe ad only

together, followed by Lord De Melfort and Blancbe, juat vaulted into ber saddle, and was in tbe act of

in bis curricle, and the reat of tbe party, some in kissing ber band ta ber mother, wbo appeared ten-

carages, and tbe rest mounted on iorseback. derly watcbing ber, wen suddenly two sportmen

No spot coul4 be better adapted for aucb an emerged front bebind the abbey, and before there

amusement tban the one cosen ; the ruina in the- ivas tue ta recognize in the one Captain Forester,

slves being fuli of interest, and possesing that be bad fired at a covey of birds who were on tbe

repose o i keeping witb tbeir monnatit cbaracter, ivnt. The report of bis gan is terrified ber horse,

wile the surrounding country, ic and beautiful in that, giving a violent plunge, ane immediately darted

thc extreme, with a fine river meandering, in ita off at his fullest speed. It is needlesa to express

course, and bounded on one aide by high bUils tbe feelings of Lady Neville and of Blancbe-indeed

covered with wild flovers, mos , and varions plants, the emotion feit by the ivole party in aucb a mo-

formçd a wbole not easily surpased, and wbicb was ment. Colonel Lenox instantly dased after ber,

rendered stil, more attractive by tbe autumnal tinta followed by Lord De Melfort's outriders. The ut-

an the foliage. Ail seemed ta feel the genial influ- most caution was required and used by Colonel

ence of the day, and none more so tban Lord De Lennox, ivo was a perfect borseman. e knew

elfopt, wbose joes laugb again greeted the de- that it would but accelerate ber danger t proceed

light d cars of Blanche. The party was amaîl and in tbe saine direction, and be wheeled oft tbe left,

select, compaeil of intimate friends, wbose tastes bis movements rapid as tbe ligbtning's flasb. He

and feelings well harmonized; and wbile the yaung perceived witb dismay that be frigtened animal was

people wandered through every dingle, and maunted taking the direction of the river, and e dreaded

some of the bighe, t pointa, te gain a more extensive each moment t sec the unfortunate girl pitche

prospect, the elders reained sitting under tbe aba- to the ground. He bad nearly reacbed ber as ber

dow of thé trees, litcning to thc amusie, and watcb- hosea, with foaming and distendd nostils, gained

ing thc domestics as tbey arrained their rural repast. tbe brnk; but tre le succeeded in catcbing ler

At the appointed bour ala met again, Blancbe reins, the creature araned yet more by the aight af

looking the personification of happineas, as she bung the water, made a suddea bowde whielh threw

upon the Earl's arme wbo bad wreatbed aIl tbe Rosetta aven bis head into the Stream. cne adrill

wild fiowers tbey bad gatbered in their valk amongat cry of orro r buwer from ber liPs. It was indeed a

the ribboas of bier bonnet. Rosetta and Colonel moment of eminent perile before another passed,

Lennom were the last ta arrive. Wbat bad been Colonel Lennox fr dismounted and plungaed in

their conversation during tbeir ramble, it wa m b- after ber. ler long habit fooati g on ce wurface

possible t imagine; but while on bier counjtenance was eagerly grasped by im, and thus lie bore bter

wcrc cxpresocd strong agitation and distresa, on bis ta the bak in saftety oic suppote ber ia he
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