Jed0s sud to his disciples,
st [ am !

Simon Peter answered an ) said ¢
o Bon of the living Gud.

And Jesus answering, sad to him .
kot

ween THIS Ruck | WiLL suite My CuurcH, ano
@at€s OF HELL SHALL NOT PKLVAIL AGAINST I,

Axo¥ suact oive To THED 1506 Kess oF Toe Kjxo-
And whatsuover thoa shalt bind
ngon carth, wshall be buund alssinheaven . and what-
wsugver thou shalt loose on earih shall be loosed .also sa i‘

S0 OF HEAVEN.

koaveg. S, Matthew xvi. 15—19.

Whom do you say
Thoun art Christ

Blessed art :
imon Bar Jona . bocause Qesh and blowd haib
rat rgvdaledt to thee batiuy father who a8 w hicasen.
Anp 18ay Tu THEE . TuAT 1hut AnT PRIER, AND !

THE

t

s o mmaan——

i

** Was anything concealed from Prrer, who wWas
styled the Rock on which the Chureh was butlt, wlo
received the Keys of the Kinpdom of Heaven, and
powerof loosing and mading in Heaveu andon eaub.l;g
~—TrerruLuian Preeserip xau.

! “There is one God, and cne Church, and one Clisir
{1 founded by the roice of the Lurd vron Peter. That
any other Altar be erccted, ¢ £ a now Priesthuod eapa-
hlished, besidés that une Altar, and vne Priesthogd,
i inpossible.  Whosoever gathera disew here, scatiern
{} Whatev 1.3 deviscd by human trenzy, 10 violauon of
i the Divine Qrdinance, is adulicrous, impious, syerl

i gions.''—St. Cyprian Ep. 43 ad plebem.
i

g

reasumng, but enlightened by t
him: Thou art Christ, and not this alona. but ke San
of the lwing God.—St. Cynl of Jerusal. Cat. xj, 1,

e

“ All of them romaining silent, for the doctrine wes
beyond the reach of man, Prrer the Princo of ife
Aposiies and the supremo Lierald of the Chinrch, rﬂn
folivwing his owa wnventions, not ﬁemmded by humde

¢ Father, aays to
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@alendar. . .

Arrin 8« Sundag—Fasier Sunday
¢ 9--Monday -Easter Monday } ?:'“b
¢ 10—Tuesday—Easter Tuesday 22s.

v 19—Thursday—Easier [ hursday £

“ 13-Frijay—Lastet Fridsy 3

¢ Saturdsy--Easter Saturday com of St Ti-
burtivs V and M.

*  11—Wednesday—Laster Wednesday }'g

e

e

COMPITUM ,

\OR,
Was Meeting of the Ways at the Catholic Church.

THE ROAD OF YOUTH.

Ainai du tout Enfance delaissay

Et aveques Jeunesse m'ea aley.
It is thus that the old paet, Charles of Or-
eans, speaks of his advance to the second yoad
of this great furest, which bears the inviting
aame of youth, where, if obstacles increase to
canceal the openings to truth, its attractive force,
as we shall find, increases wiuh tho devolopment
<fthe intelligence, ar the espansion of those
saweet affections whaich 1t 1s the office of religion
to regulaie and sancufy ; ** for nature, crescent,
-does not grow alone 1n thews and bulk ; but as
this temple_waxes, the inward service of the
«annd and soul grows wide wuhal.” Suil more
than childhiogd youth 1s full of piercing observa-
tions, which it copies and treasures up. At first
sight of 3 thousand ilungs which grown men
zemark not, 1t calls like Hamlet for its tablet,
and says, ** Meetit 13, Isetstdown.’” How
many lessons then ace chromiled which auest
the hellowness of ali thuse who weuld cuuceal
from 1t the gloties of the Caihohic Church '—
Error likes not that the sharp wit with which
the yyung will often reason should ever glance
at jts ¢ establishments.” Nune are for it that
look into it with cunsiderate eyes.  Letat be our
object then here 1o wbserve, how youth, wander-
2ng thus through the forest of L{e, finds 2venues
at every wurn, as if made expressly for itself,
¢hirough which 1 can dscern the great happy
bourn 40 which all wishes tend. Now, at the
first steps it is clear that piety, or the religious
stmse, 13 congemal to the young. Here 18 the
first opening, and truly 2 glunious ong it is.—
Nerver was there an error in more fist contradic-
tion to experience than the idea, that as men
grow old they grow religions. The general
<rder is exactly the- inverse, according to the
xemark of Prospero : A

** And as with age his body uglicr grews,

So his mind cankers *?

Those whom we meet upon the road of the
younag arc therefors picus, and consequently dis-
poeed to acquiesce in the ttath of catholicity.—
What can ba mo-e siriking thaa their reverential
&ir in churches! Tho swest, seriovs, =2nd
alinost severe countenanco of holy youth before
the altar is so divinely beautiful, that ane might
imagino it could convert an obsorver to the love
of the Catholic religion, ia which alone that Jook
it fourill. Niess speaks of a boy in a certain
colege, in the year 1609, who in conseqacnce of
some discase being admonished to stand, and not
to knael in the church, replied, that he would
tather die than not show roverenco to God in his
holy temple®. Youth's fervent prayer with
joined palms, its devout coatemplation, fancy
froe, leaving indifferenco, inercdulity, and the
alavory of a dofiled imagination to these whem
Jong misused years have cankered, aro among
1bw proots that the morning of life is like tho
wmorning of tho day, clear, pura, harmonious,
that objects aro then distinctly seen, zad that the

+ Gmpe——

© Alphabes Chrieti, 303.

—_——

commoncst seem golden. The rvad of yoaih,
naturally elevated, commands thus by its ordina-
1y svenucs aoble views of ttuddi, but the histury
of the Church beass witness to the general and
pure beliof of all ages, that other extrgordinary
epenings ato often made by angels’ hauds, aud
that lighs is affurded miracalyusly to guide the
young, of which, perhaps, we should find that
instances aro never wanting, if all that passes in
the youthful mind wete kwown.

John Moschus relates 2 vision which terrified
gome children who tended cattle in the fields near
the town of Torax in Syria, which led to the
erection of a monastery on the spot ; and Drexe-
lius mentions a dream which led 10 the conversion
of two Hgbrew boys of Portugal in later times.
But St Thamas of Villanova supplics a more re-
markable instance  ** A certain convert from
Judaism, when sick, sent for me,'’ says the

Archbishop, *¢ and related to me the cause of

his conversion. \When I was a boy, he said,
and yet a Jew, T was travelling with another
Jow boy for some business of my fatlier, and by
the way we talked devuutly about the Messjah
that we thought was 10 come, wislung ihat it
might be .n var days . and as we spohe togeiher
thus, we excied each other to greater fervour of
piety. That evening, 1n the twihight, the sky
seemed sud 'enly illuminated, and the heaven as
it wero to open, and wn both hack duwn and
besvugh. Gud 10 1eveal 1o us lus Mess ah, wher
la, in the midst of the brightness we saw a re

splendent chalice, surmounted by the Host,
according to the Clisuan 1ies.  Frum that mo-
ment we believed i Clinst, and on my tewmn
hume I secretly bucawe a Cliusiian and receved
ioly baptisin®.™

We find an instance of the same extraordinary
guidance nearer home. Tho youithtn a brown
cloak scen twice by the manyr, Fimand Cen-
ings, near St Paul’s in London, was discovered
miracelously by bim to be lus ewn broiher, for
whom iie was searching, when he would not
otherwies have bezn able to recagnise hum, from
not having scen him sinco he was a little boy
eight years before ; fur cach time, on mceting
hun, who unly struck his attention as being co uu-
Like the pursmivaat through fear of w huse wolf .ihe
figure he had lovked back to see who was fulluw-
ing him, he felt alt his joints trembling, and ius
face glowing, and his whole body bathed in a
cold sweat, which strange accideut twice occur
ung, led him to suspect that this strange boy,
thus casually met, must be the poor los: b cher,
for the recovery of whase soul he was exposing
himself 1o the death ke soon afier suffered, and
which, by a subsequent illum:nation of grace as
wonderful, consequent upon the sorrow 1t ozca-
sioned, led to what youth s conversion to the Ca-
tholic fatth.

But not 16 semain at these mystie spots upon
the way, 1118 ceriin that the mere natural char-
acteristics of youth have a tendency 10 direct it
on the path which leads to the Cathohe Church.
The avenues an the road of youth are, however,
mora the resut of manners than of reason  The
views are more clevated, mystie, and divine,
t1an those 1 general which afterwards suceeed,
bewng rather angelical and ntuitive, than the,
result of the slow aad purely human process o
tasocination.  “They are besides owing much to
tho power of t2king a keen clear glanco at things
as they cxist on every side, for boys paurchase
much knowlcdge by their penny of observation,
and to an obedient ducilo acquiescenco in thojest
impressions which aro opposed by the passtons

u  interests whichlater yoars bring with them.

——

& 1n Dio Corp Christi, c iii.

~ - g

atancesg at which we artive should be disdained
asinadequaie by the judgemeit of a mero secular
ard proud philusoply, which is as incapable of
comprehonding as it 1s of experienciag the Irm-
pression, We como first, then, o the aweet
short opening of love or chariy, 1o which all
young hearts are so easily inchined.

That disposition ta make friends with every
‘wne, and luve hum as a bfother ot first sight,—tu
make a',»suanger welcome as murn 10 the Jaik,
and gi_vfe the hand of fellowship at each obliging
tnrn without suspicion or the pride that says how
clay and clay differ in dignity, whose dust is
both alike, bespeuaks not only the amuable graces
which win the favour of all observers, but a near
approyeh o the paradise of nion which catholi-
city creates on earth ; for as St Bernard says,
*¢ Only puerile bumility pleases God, whether
in an angel or in a man.”’

To trust, to love, to hope, is to be catholic; to
dispute, to cti icise, 1o sysiewatizo, to protest
against the common belief, is to be i1s ;opflosite .
and cleatly youih inclines to the furtior of these
divisions of human thought. The later is found
upun other ruads that lead far sndeed from tue
pusins towards wlich thie faces of the young are
wened. ¢l temember,” says St Duroiheus,
** having seen a man of this kind. At first, of
any of fe brethren spuke of any une with praise
immediately he would ulter sumoinng disdainful
sgunst lua, saying, * Qus cst slle?! Nun s
wlius praeter Zossmam et qui cum eo sunt.”  Af-
terwards hie proceeded to despize also vthiers, and
to 8ay that there was no one of any merit except
ing Macarus.  Suvea afier, * Who s Macanas™
lie ashed. * There 1s no one but Basil and Gre-
gory.' Thenafierwards lie thought them worilie
less,and all men but Peter and Paul. 1 predict-
ed what would be the issue, that ke would nut
spare even thems , and in fact, a Jast, Le despi-
sed all but the Trinity, concluding with blasphe-
mies against God*."’ Tius s the wide common
road of the mature in years, which leads them in
a direcuon exzctly opposite 10 the lusirous cen-
tre.  Youth on the contrary, loves 3nd admires :
and into such suuls faith creeps like 1o a breezs
from heaven. Take the lightest for example—

** Two lads that theught thero was no more

hehind,

But such a day tosmorrow as to-day, ¢

And to be boy eternal.”
The pnet then bears witness that their talk was
not that of such secular grown men, which expe-
rience proves can gradually vproot all the germs
of faith, indicaung chiefly
¢ A sharp wit, match'd with too blunt a will,

Whose edge hath power to cut, whoso will

still wills

It shuuld none spare that comes within his

power,”

cver repeating ** ambigucos words and jeslousies
to sound or taint integrity.”’ On the coatrary,
while on this happy road what they changed was
innocence for innocence; they kaew not the
doetrine of ill-doing ; no, nor dseamed that any
did. Invain, as far as the impression on boys is
concerned, would be ¢ the shrug, tho hum, or
ha, those petty brands that calamny doth use,”
unless to excito Jaughter at the cxpense of him
who employed them. As long as you pursue
the road of vouth, if evor you should be invited to
halt for the sake of hearing slanderons speech,
there will be always comrades whose reply may
temind you of those words in Dants :

** Why arn thy thoughts thus riveted, my goide
Exclaiin’d, that thuugh hast sfack’'d thy pace!?
Iuporta it thee what thing is winsper'd herct !

ety

Heftonos Bconomio Monzst. 1ib, ir. 6.
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We njust not, therefure, be surprised, if tho ine [

1f theso whispers be aganat holy things or
holy persons, the. evil is detected at this stade
of Lifo’s jostney wis a quichness of percepilda
hat sesm s Like an intuiuive sense, confirming iﬁe
sustice of the prnciple which Plato adopls wheén
he mahes L 6 kind ol recepiton that a proposiildn
meets with from the yaung a crierion of its
wuih, ¢ What jmpression,”’ he asks, * will
such discourses produce on the mind of a yonth
of good disposiuun, and an understanding quiok
to draw the proper conclusion frym what he
hears® 1"’ '

But Jet us take another point of view, ' Fajth
prompts to generous action, not to cold sophisti-
cated specch, and might almost inspire that
echoolboy’s boast—** I read much ; yet nothing
that many masters knew or taught I cared 10
learn ; but from that secret swory of my own
study wrought linked armour for my own sou},
before it might walk forth to war among man~
kind.” Then will faith please beyond every
thing else,

‘ Quant jennesde tient gens en seignearie,”
ag an old poet says ; but ofien age fills up with
the thorns of wnrldly wisdom this noble avenub.
Ulysses, addressing Neoptolomus, makes a gid
confession in contrasting the gencrous spirit of
oarly with the politic sophistry of later life. 1,
too, when young had a lazy tongue, but o
prompt arm- anw, however, experience has
taught me that it is 1he tongue and not the arm
which governs all 1hings with mortalst.

Youth, again, is drawn to the centre by ths
want wh.ch it experiences of a divine fulfilment
of its aspirations. Suppose the church and al}
the sweet relations, hopes, and fruits it yields
removed—and

*t Ah ! to the stranger-soul, when first it pecps
P'rum #1s new tenement and looks abroad
Fur happiness aud sympathy, how stern
And desonlate a trart s this wide world -
How wither'd all the bods of natural good !’
No shade, no shelter from the sweeping
storms."”’

What unmitigated pains and toils will then *tvafs
the young from the very beginning—how mash
will they have to suffer ! Dryéden ought not 0
have deemed it such

¢ Strange cozenage,
That none would Jive past years again.”

Tu. vghts of great deeds, it is true, svpport for
2 moment tho ardent spirit ; and admiration often
fills the eyes with tears. But shut ont from man
all avenues to faith, and you make his youth the
sepulchee of hope, where esil thoughts shall
grow hLike weeds on a neglected tomb. Guidoa
indeed will not be wanting. But what guides t
Alas ! the muhitude of duceivers 2ssuming this
office, who infest the beautiful ways of early life,
will feel no remorse or shame when their poor
victim cries, too lato,

** Quz gloria vestra est,

Si puerum jovenes, st mulu fallitis unom} 2
But at trath’s first accents the spirit's sleep is
burst, and youth instinctively will recognize its
friend. ‘¢ Sore something holy lodges in that
breast !" it will exclaim ; ** and with these raps
tures moves the socal air to testify his hidden
residenco.”  Yes, good youth, within this close
dungeon of innumerous boughs, there ars guides
divinely charged to lead you to the source of
happiuess.

¢¢ If theso yon seok, .
It wore 3 jurtney hiko the path to hoavea,
To help you fin! them.”

— .

® Do Repub ii.

U ' Soph Phil go.
1 Ovid Met iii 11,
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