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ang 8% Naples, Milan, and the Nether-
“n'ls South of the Scheldt, (which was still
gethe' Spain) would have contained alto-

Thor ¥bout 8,000,000.
Dowe‘:s the King of Spain bad surpreme
tainiy Over the finest parts of Europe, con-
kip dg a greater population than any other
“Ongigm' and those in tho most advanced
algy 100 of any people of the time: he had
"hana solute control over greater woalth
2nq 20Y other sovereign, and the largest
' hayq, Rest military force in Europe, and a
Seag then considernd surpreinc on the
ha ;. V0 King sinco him,not even Napoleon,
oy 1eld 5uely a dominant power in the weat-
worlq

the‘ fell, partly because it was accidental to
Obengq  2d partly because acealn trafiic
thefe away for new powers to arise, And
hap:" of being interfered with and per-
opyy Mtogether supplanted in his monopoly
Ingie, Fich traffic to the Eist nnd West
E"gl % by ths bold and skilful seamen of
higd"’ » was no doubt the mainspring of
thy “termination to invade that country ;
the o 08%0ms ostensibly givon, Religion, and
‘panil;t"ﬂges of the English privateers on
l Property, were sufficient to give a
o th‘ to it, in the state Europe was in
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The Power of England.
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with Spain, England was then,
€y says, pot moere important in
than a province of King Philip's
® dominions, The population of

mpui N, or about one fifth of the present
13gg ‘8tion, and nearly that of Belgum in
;it\ otland was still a forcign power,
. \u’btfth&t particular time in a state of such
gy, W allinnce, s to be a subject of an-
’Miigt’t of assistanco. Ireland was inopen
therefon- supported by Spanish help, and
themu.'e Oceupying the attention of part of
Nsthe tary forces of England, justas tho

haThe -ands was doing to those of Spain.
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10w ;Hternul condition of England was,
Org, " oh» bettor than it ever had been be-
%‘p‘*&ce lere had been one hundred yeurs
%% pop.. 2 the land, and under the strong
lhemaltm?l' rule of the Tudor Sovereigns,
gf eria] prosperty of the people had ia-
b‘mmh’i Botwithatanding their religious
o ,&i}s]- The English mariners, who had
86, 400 2€r repressed during the middla
egan to take advantnge of the
COmpagy, and in ocean discoveries
traflic, found a field for their re-

. T8les.  Suill, it wis bLut a amall
fain o 0PAred with the immense traflic of
®Ven with the advanced condition
therlands. The great exports of

to?ﬁm wool and corn.  The export

® Notherlands in 1550 was val-

Ut £1,000,000 per annum : not

Uchin proportion to population,
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bep beez_)f‘{s much in 1339 as it i3 now,
x.,%head of 200,000 in this day, £5 or £6
gy 2 My, ]le then papulation,” There was
ul“{l By glan ly advantageous intertrade be-
iy it de] 0d and the Spanish peninsula,
Qg Vrigg , ved open war between the two
Y Wingy 2t it did not affect the ultimate
lig, S by . ON8 on either side; these were
anq') MM8iderations of religious convie-
u}{:p » Eolmc&l ambition,
liop tg"ces of England were in a worse
30 they cver had been, As

4 and Wales was something over |

advanced countries in Europe; | thero was no army but that of the ald feu i-
at Lialf their present numbers, ! al regulations, the Jonyz peacy halledl toa

[

|
i
'

'
'

1

8nt export of cotton goodsto were then superior, perhaps to all other
Probably the whole exports may | Buropean peoples, Dr. Lyon Playfair has
£3,000,000 per snnum, which, | stated that the amount of useful mechau-
Urchasing power of moncy to be i ienl worlk stored up ina man, is proportional
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negloct of military exercises:notanly wg
the renowned weapon of old England, the!
bow, dying out, but the new weapon, the
fire arm, was little known frym want of war
experience. Englishmen hud evidenty be-
gun to think, as many do now, thas war, in-
ternational war, was as much a thinge of the
past, as domestic war had been {ur o lana,
The English 1nfantry had anpeared very
little on the battle fields of Euvope dariny
the disputes between the great comtinentail!
nations ; and when they did appear it wos io |
a sorry plight, and, with some brilliant ez
ceptions, to little advantage. Th~ Navey]|
bad been heglectod during the short reigos
of Edward VI and Mary ; and it was owing *~
the opening for sea traflic, that the spirit of
English scamanship was preserved to such
an extent, that when the oceasion camo, it
alone was prepared to meet the cnemy. It
iz true that Elizabeth, {rom the beginning of
her reign, paid attention fo the defences of
the country, but as sho was naturally to
niggardly to spend boldy, and too proud to
call in her Commons to do the work, both
the naval and military forces of the country
were in a somewhat similar condition to that
thoy wers in our own diy not many yearg
ago.

¢ And yot,’’ says Mottley, * the little na-
tion of four millions went forward to the
death grapple with its gigantic antagonist
as chearfally as to a long expected holiday.
Spain was a vast empire, overshadowing the
world ; England in comparison, but a pro
vince; yet nothing could surpass the stead
iness with which the conflict was awaited,”

The English Peoplec.

And this was owing mainly to two elo-
ments of strength which then existed in
England, the powers of which were not fully
appreciated by Philip, or by any of the con-
tinental nations, at the time. These were
the physical and political condition of the
people, and the seafuring ability ; and the
circumstances of them are worthy of the at-
tention of statesmen at the present day.

In comparing tho powers of two uations
for conflict, there are two elements of
strength to be considersd —wealih and pop-
ulation. ‘The moasure of wealth, for all ord-
inary cases of war, may be taken to be the
annual produce of tho country inagricalture,
mines, and manufactures; and in extreme
casges it would include every kind of proper-
ty in the country that has a saleable value.
In this respect, taking into consideration all
Philip’s dominions, European and Colonial,
Spain was to England then, very much what
England is to Spiin now,

But in comparing two populations, not
only their physical, moral, and intellactual
condition. The actual pbysical condition of
two peoples may bo fairly measured by ths
rezpective consumptions of nourishing food ;
and in this respect the people of England

chiefly to ths amount of fl2sh forming food
he consumes, and from experimental ex-
amples of various diets, he considers that
6-5 ounces per day of flesh forming matter,
is necossary for a hard working labourer.
Then Dr. Lankester states that tho best
flesh forming substance for man to eat is
meat, of which matter it contains about 22
per ccat. ; hence, if the whole of the 6.5
ounces were to be obtsined from meat, the
hardworking labourer would require 2 1bs.

daily. Now, in the sixteenth contury, meat

wig shautaae fifteenth of the priceit is now.
[ chareign of Tlenry VIII, an Actof Par-
livment, licing the price of beef at 4d. a 1b.,
wis arnaidarad appressive on the poor. This
wins owing to the large proportion of the
aoil of Bigitud which was then under na.
taral herbage, But to judge fully of the
offect, we must consider the rate of wages ;
an i this ecnsideration is facilitated by the
circumstanges that the pound in Queen
I3 72 hath’s tima, was. intrinsically of the
siun~ valu» as ivis now.  So that if we de-
teraive haw mach food a labourer ecould
parehise i those days, we shall havo some
sortof measura2 of w3 physiosl strength, as
conpare-l hoth with other nations of that
daw aud widh tha labourer of the present
day. Tuae average daily wage of a lab-
ourer in the early part of the sixteenth
century, was 31d. throughout the year:
taking meat at 34, a lb. and bread at §d.
a b, (wheat being on the average at that
time 6s Sd. a quirter) and beer at 1d.a
gallon; he could purchase 2 Ibs. of meat,
2 1bs. of bread, and a gallon of beer.
To purchase the samon amounts in the pre-
sent day would cost the labourer about 2s.
10d. [lhus, in respect of the essential sup-
ports of physical strength, the labourer in
Queen Elizabeth's time was better off than
he is in the days of Queen Victoria,

And that this was felt at the time to be a
peculiarity of the English people, although
its full value was not recognised, was shown
in various, ways. A State Paper of 1515
says, ‘“what comyn folk in all this world
may compare with the comyns of England
in riches, freedom, liberty, welfare, and all
prosperity.” A writer in England in 1577
says, *‘ These English bave their houses
made of sticks and dirt. but they fare com-
monly so well as the King.”” And oneor
two others, natives and foreigners, remark
on the good feeding of the English, which
enabled them to bare arms and fatigue bet-
ter than the soldiers of any other nation.
And the pay and rations of soldiers and sail-
ors was in proportion. Before the time of
the Armada, a soaman in the Royal Navy,
received Gs, 8d. a month, and a daily ration
besides of 2 ibs, of meat, 11 1b. of bread,and
1 galton of beer; being a good deal more
than he gets at present, consldermg.the dit:
forent value of money. The Militiaman
cannot be.compared with the soldier of these
days, because he only got paid when out for
exercise ; but then he received (1588) 8d. a
day, equivalent now probably to 4 shillings,
or the following extraordinary ration, 2} lbs.
beof, 1} 1b DbLread, 2 quarts of beer, 1
quart of wine,} lb, butter, 1 1b- cheese, 1 1b.
biscuit.

There is no soldier or sailor in any Army
or Navy in Earope, and no labourer in Eng-
land, except perhaps the mavy, who is fed
up to what Dr. Playfair would call such s
‘“war pitoh,”” ns was the lobourer in the six
toenth century.

The English Political Stale.

‘This quality, however, would not have en-
abled the English to defeat the Armada, if

it had not been accompained by moral, in-
“lloctual, and political advantages, which
were also peculiar to that qountr:y, The
whole nation was then organized into one
complete body politio, and the people,
though technically divided into Catholic
and ['rotestant, had throughout a deep re-
ligicus {weling, and a strong sense of their
duty o (iod and their couatry, Froude says,
“The L~gislature undertook to distribute
the various functionsof society by the rule of
capacity ; of compelling every man to do his
duty--securing to him that he shall not be



