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HAPPY DAYS.

A TREETOP TRAGEDY.

A TREETOP TRAGEDY.

I was sitting under a beautiful elm tree
on the banks of the Niagara River a few
days ago, drinking in the delicious air and
enjoying the exquisite view, when my
attention was attracted br a strange noise
in the branches of the tree. Looking up 1
saw a bright little squirrel, apparently
trying to open a eonversation. He was
looking down at me with his twinkling
eves, his pretty tail was waving gracefully
behind him and he was chattering so fast
1 could not understand a word of his gib
berish. But he was so friendly 1 smiled
and nodded at him.  Suddenly he seemed
to think he had made a mistake—1 was
not after all the person he thought me
and away he whirled like an arrow.

Who conld help loving these happs
little fellows ¥ But they have their work
and their troubles too. In
they have not so many enemies as
squirrels of lands further south.
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A number of people were looking
on. They appeared to be highly amused
by the queer movements of the creatures.
“ What are they ¢ Lizards 77 eried 1.
“ Lizards_! No; they are young alli-
gators,” said a little girl, in a tone that
implied pity for my ignorance.
“ Alligators !” said 1, retreating in
alarm, as one of them came towards me.
“ Oh, you coward ! "
laughing. “ They are too small to hurt

vou. See me.” And, saying this, she
took one of them up in her apron, and

brought it to me.
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weeil some fifty alligators on our way.

ather and another gentleman took a
boat. and rowed some distance up a creek.
{here we saw an alligator with a young
one by its side.  The young are very small,
compared with the full-grown reptile. You
can sec from the pieture that the alligator
i< not handsome; but that is no reason
why bullets should be lodged in its hide.
| came to the conclusion that firing pistols
at 1.ese animals was poor and mean sport.

What a lovely day it was ! and how we
enjoved the excursion ! Just think of
sitting in vour summer clcthing on a day
in January, and passing through scenery
where the trees and shrubs are all green.
We returned to Jacksonville jusi in time
to see the sun set, and we shall not soon
forget our visit among the alligators.




