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A Poor Boy Next a Throne.--

(Charles B. Burton, in ‘Success.’)
. I am poor, unknown -and  -friendless,’
thought Ti Yin, of Quong .8, ‘and it-is more

than twelve hundred milcs to Pekin, where

the great civil service examina!ion wilt:b2
held a month hence; but what is & walk of
twelve hundred miles to a-healthy youth

with an ambition for a government office,

and in China who ever heard of poverty and
lack of influence standmg in the way of
merit ?

““From earliest: childhood I have stadied -

diligently, and have improvel eve:y opp.r-
. tunity to increase my store of learning. I
feél that I am worthily prepsred, and way
may I not hope to take the first degree, or,
possibly, the second degree of Tszin S. 8.7
‘I sometimes think that I should not presuma
too much if.I should try to get the third de-

gree of Han Lip, cr even, rerhaps, that of .
Chung Yuen, highest of ‘all and hoaored

throughout the-Empire. I win.go and do
my:.best.” .
Ti knew that mtel'ect not ‘influence,’ se-
cures.promotion in his native land, anithat
the avenues to station and power ara oped
to all aliker™ :
But he also knew that while in America

young men are graduated from college In.

- three or four ysears, their elucition ‘finish-
ed,’ in China there is no limit to a collegiate
course except that of a very long life or
transcendent mental power. None but a
prodigy can ‘hope for graduation in ten
vears. Even then he has merely taken his
first degree, and ancther course of at least
three years is necessary before he cin hopa
for the second. Ifhe passes the examination

successfully for the sscond degree, he can

study for a third in a.still higher college,
but. if he fails he must review his woxl\ fr
‘three years and thea try again. E

- Thus he progresses until he at length sur,
passes all competitors and becomes a ‘Chung
Yuen,” that is, the greatest scholar of his
generation. .

If he takes ome degree atb e: ch eramina-

tion. he will .probably be forty ycars of age

before he hecomes a Chung Yuen, bat very
_ few of forty have taken the second devre:,
indeed, many earnest men of-fifty are siill
working hard for their first. But Ti Yin
had studied as very few young men ever
study, and felt that it was no idle dream for
him to hope for at least one or two dagrees.
So he made the necessary arrangements and
started for Pekin, on foot and alore. Wy

 Long and weary was the journey; but ths

young student, although: pooriy clad, gaunt

from hunger, and £r~otsore from iiis month's

tramp, was received with as much cousxdeta-

tion as the 'wealthiest competitor.

"The aspxrants were locked in separate com-
partments, with nothing but the list of ques-
tions, blank paper and ink, and the plzinest
food and water, ” They were treated kndly,
‘but with such consider atlon as is usuaﬂy
shown to .priscners.

Ti Yin remained long enough to h'md ina

full set of essays; but he had spent his last

penny, and was forced to leave before the
awards were ma.de too tired and sick to give
more than passmg thought to what he had
conie to consider a waste of time and effort.
- So despondent had he beecome that he had
almost determined to commit suicide.
more from 1nstmct than from sattled pur-
] pose he started to work his way homeward.
“What is the matter ? asked a kind-heart-
ed waiter at a ‘little inn Wuere Ti stopped
for a few mmutes’ rest; ‘your vorrowful
1ool's would -add. gloom to a funeral.’”™

‘A.l " exclaimed Ti Yin, with a sgh
have studxec. for years for the cml sapvice

: exammatlcn

Yet -

‘f,

..nd have und'rgone great
hardship to atténd it, om_,' to find myself
forced . to withdraw b:for> the -decision for

Iack of moncy, ‘and probabiy m‘hout having .

won a degree, so unfitted was I, by my lO"’g‘: ’

walk without sufficient fco?, t» do mysﬂf
even scant justice.

" ‘Never mvnd, saifl the W'-ht"l‘, ‘I will tell
the inn-keeper, who' is.a Mnd man, and he
may find & way to aid you'

‘Yes, said thelandlord, w.1cn he had he:.rd

" 'YOU CANNOT ENTER HERE.’

the story, ‘you shall be my assistant clerk
until you can earn encugh to proceed home-
ward in tolcrable comfort. So cheer up!
Things are bad, but not so bad as they might
be.”  So Ti Yin took heart, donped an apron,
and was soon known as one of the most
polite and faithful waiters who h'ld ever
sorved ‘.t the inn tables. It was a new ex-
perlence;' but he Iearncd quickly.

‘It is one of the very oddest- thmgs tha.t
ever happened,” Ti heard a s'ranger r\.mark
at.dinner nearly a month .later; ‘when the
highest degree of Chung Yuen wes awarded
at the recent examinaticn; no cne appeared
to claim it, so the Emperor dispatched his

‘special herald to Quong:Si, the home of the

guccessful candidate, but he ciuld not be
found there, and the Emperor feels very anx-
ious for his safety.’

‘But what name, sir?’ asked the astonished
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'IIAVD I NOT BORNE
EMNOUGH?”

restaumnt clem in tones of s:rprise w}nch

attracted the attention of all.
“What concern is.that of yours, you young
intruder,” asked one of the aristocratic

_ guests; ‘you seem to have a trotherly sym--

pathy for the ‘Emperor’s anxiety.’-
“Pi Yin is-the name of our new. Impenal

~ .

‘aslke'?
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Counclllor said’ another guest a little more-
-eivil than his fellows ‘But why -da you
?. Do you clalm the honor ot hls ac—
quamtance"’ )

The young. clerlc withdrew mo..estly, with-
out replying, made himself as. presentable as
possible with limited means, excused h's de—
parture to the innkeeper,’ and hastenad to.
report .to the Department of’ “Ceremonies.

. ‘You cannot enter here, said the guard.’

‘But I have important business to attend’
to,” said Ti, ‘and must Have immediate’ audi-
ence with hlS Majesty, the Emperor.’

‘Begone,’ shouted the geard, as he drova -
the ragged stranger from the gate ‘th's ig
no place for. vagrants ’ Lo

Ti Yin soon returned and renewed hls re-
quest for an audience, but was arrested and
imprisoned as a dangerous character. He
remained in confinement for some - fime,

" while outside the whole Empire was in a

" awe-struck on-lookers;

ferment over the strange dirappearance of
the new '‘Chung Yuen,” who had not besn.
geen during the month or more Wmch ha.d
elapsed since the examination. )

‘General" excla}med ofi¢ of the prison.
guards, addressing the jailer, ‘I be'f you to.
liberate this inoifensive. stranger and allow
him to go his way in peace; for,’ he added,
‘my heart goes out to this man, who, I feel
sure, is more sinned against than sinning,,
I will pledge my life that he is not one to
do evil

‘Well,” said the jailer, after enquiring cars-
fully into the matter, ‘I am willing to order
hig release; but first he must needs receive-
the corporal punishment due on account of
his conviction for vagra.ncy and disturbmg
the peace.’

‘Have I not borne humiliation enough”
cried Ti when he heard of thls; ‘tell your -
jailer that I, Ti Yin, am here ba.sely confined,
and ‘that I command him to appear before
me and in person loose these fetters i1 Jm my
limbs,’ " -~

‘Oh! my master,’ bsgan the k'ni-hearted
guzxrd, as he knelt and .claspzd the knees of
this distinguished charge; but at that mo--
ment the doors of the prison were thrown
open, and his words were drowned By a-
laugh from the President of the Board of
Ceremonies, who had jizsti returned from a-
gearch for Ti Yin, and -was overcome by

the sight of an officer upon his knees before
2 prisoper. ‘What is the meaning of all

this ?* he asked in surprise; but when he
had heard the story he hurriedly descended
from his chair of state. - .
! ‘Mayest thou, O master, live a thousand
vears!’ he exclaimed, kneeling very rever~
ently at the feet of the celebrated scholar,
‘Imagine the picture® says a' writer in

“Harper’s Magazine,’ ‘the still manacled pris-

oner; .the kneeling officers; the crowd of
the death-like sil-
ence in that gloomy prison-room! ' Could
there be imagined a greater tribute to know-
Jedge and education than was there ex-

" pressed ?—the physical power of a great na- i

tion doing homage to the intellectual power
of an individual! Although trite, still is
true the proverb that “knowledge is pow-
Cl 9

‘Permit meé to remove these d sgruceful fet-

‘ters from the limbs they profane!’ exclaim-

ed one of the more thoughtful attenda.nt's,
when the humiliating ‘sense of having

"throu‘rh stupidity done offénce to one whom

they loved and respected had palt a ly sub-
sided. _ -
"~ ‘No!’ said Ti Yin, proudly but ﬁzmly, ‘hé
who put them on, and he alone, has the rlght
to remove them

‘T beg your forgweness tor bri.wmg chs- .
grace upon so iilustrious and noble a min,’



