: The Vision,
i by e

*Tis & vision of England untying
r Ireland’s Crown of Thorn !
‘The nignt with its shadows is fiying,
And we shall see clearer at morn ;
‘We feel the first ui1s Lhat come nlgh‘nl.
A new life 1o waken, and warn,
Of 8 Lizht in which tears shall be drying,
And heli fire no longer can burn.
Our old earvh shall ceass from her crylog,
Nor valnly (0 heaven will yearn ;
wm 8 with mortals be yielding
To 1M up the fall’n and forlors,
We stand "twixt the dawning and dying,
That mingle their verge and th-ir bourne—
‘The Past, fu 1t& shroud shadow, trylug
To hide its fuce, tortured and 1oru;
The future before us eusk) ing
A glimpse cf Mil'enial morn,
*Tis the vislon of Eagland uutying
Poor Ireland’s Crowa of Thorn,
Aud tae sleep of the Dreamer )a dying :
The Dream 18 about Lo be born,
—Geruld Massey.

BEN HUR;

OR,
THE DAYS OF THE MESSIAH

BOOK FIRST.

CHAPTER XIIL
« HEROD AND THE MAGL

That evening, before suncet, some
women were washing clothes on the upper
step of the flight that Jed down into the
bacin of the Pool of Siloam. They knelt
each before a broad bowl of eartbenware A
girl at the foot of the steps kept them
supplied with water, and sang wmle she
filied the jsr. The song was cheerfal,
and no doubt lightened their labour,
Qccasionally they would sit upon their

beels, and look up the slope of Ophel, and l

rourd to the summit -f what 1s now the
Mouut of Offeuce, then faintly glorified
by the dying sun.

While they plied their bands, rubbing
ard wringing the clothes in the bowls, two
other wotneu came to them, each with an
empty jar upon her shoulder,

“Peace to y on;"” one of the new comers
eaid.

The labourers y aused, est up, wrung the
water from their hauds, and returned the
ealutation.

“It is nearly vight—time to quit.”

“There 18 no end to work,” was the
reply.

“But there is atime to rest, avd”—

“To hear what may be pas:invy,” iater-
posed another,

“What news baveyoun 1"

“Then you have not heard 1"

“No.”

“They say the Christ is born,” said the
newsmonger, planging into her story.”

It was cunons to see the faces of the
labourers brighten with interest ; on the
other side down came the jus, which, in a
moment, were turned iuiw seats foy their
OwWDers

“The Chiist 1"

“So they say.”

“Who 1"

“Everybody ; it is common talk,”

“Docs suybudy b lieve 1677

“This afternovn three wen came reross
Brook Cedron on the road from Sheo
hem,” the speaker replied circuwmsianti
ally, intending to smother doubt. “Eaich
oneof them rode a camel spotless white,
end larger thun any ever before seen in
Jerusalomn.”

The eyes and mouths of the auditors
opened wide,

the listeners cried,

“fo prove how great and rich the men |

were,” the narrator coutinued, “ihey sat |
under awunings of aili ; th ckies of
their soddics were of gold, as was th
fringe of their bridles; the hells were of
silver, aud Nobody
kpew them; lool if t i
come from 0 world O
one of them s, oks a f everyboc

the road, es he w 1 aud ¢ iren,
he asked this quesion ; Wi is He that
18 born Kivg of the J ' No oue gav
them avswer—no on lerstoud wha
they meant; ro they passed on, leaving

bobind thew this raying : *For we bave
seen His siar in the east, and are come to
worship Him.? They put the quistion to
the Rowan ai the gate; and he, 10 wiker
than the simple people ou the road, sent
them up to Herod.”

“Where are they now 1”

“At the khan. Hundiels have been to
look at thew already, aud huvdreds more
are going.”

“Who are they 1"

“Nobody knows, They are ssid to be
Porsians—wise men who talk with the
stars—propbets, 1t may be, like Ebjah
and Jercunah.”

“What do they mean by King of the
Jowh {.,

“The Chris*, and that He is jast born.”

Ouve of the women laughbed, and
resumed her work, raying, “Well, when 1
see Hun I will believe,”

Auciher followed her example: “And
I—well, when [ see Him raise the dead
L will believe.”

A third said quistly, “He ha
long time promised. v will ba
me to see Him heal one | per.

Aud the party sat talking
came, and, with the belp of
drove them howe,

ol )

been a

nough for

ntil the night

tue froely wir,

Later in the evening, nhout the } n-
ning of the fiest
assemblage in the p
'.“i ,H‘ b“v‘ Y ‘n‘ll)‘ 'I\]‘:‘ 'I«‘, ‘\h nuvear
togerher exeept by order of Herod
theu ouly whon he had demaunded to know
80me oue or more of the deeper mysteies
of ihe Jewish law and history, It was, ia
short, a meeting ot the teachers ot the
culteges, of the chief priests, aud of the
doctors most uoted ia the city for learniug
—the leaders of Opinivn, expounders ot
the different creeds; priuces of the Sai-
ducees ; Phari-aic debaters; calwm, soft
spoken, stoical philosopheis uf the B.sene
socalists,

The chamber in which tha session was
held belonged to one of theinterior court-
yards of the palace, and was quite large
aud Romanerqua, The floor was tessel-
lated with wmarb'e blocks; the walls, un.
broken by a window, wers fre coed io
panels of saffron yellow; a divan occupied
the centre of the apartment, covered with
cushions of bright.yellow cloth, and fash-
ioned in form of the letter U, the open
ing towards the doorway; iu the arch of
the divan, or, as it were, in the baud of
the letter, thete was an immense bror ze
tripod, curiouely inlaid with gold and
rilver, over which a chandeli-r dropped
from the ceiling, baving seven arws, vach
bolding alighted lamap. The divan aud the

amp were purely Jewish,

Waich, Ui

lace ou J 1 Z1ou,
Sale

1
aud

1| daud of Judes,

The company sat upon the divan after
the style of Orientals, in costume singu-
larly uviform, except as to color, They
were mostly men advenced in years;
immenso Leards covered their faces; to
their large noses were added the eff-cts of
Iarge black eyes deeply shaded by bold
brows ; their demeanor was grave, digni-
fied, even patiiarchal, [a bricf, their sce-
#ion was that of the Savhedrim,

He who sat before the tripod, however, |
in the place which may be called the
head of the divan, haviog all the rest of
his associatas on his right and left, and,
at the ssme time, before him, evidently
president of the meeting, would have |
instantly absorbed the attention of &
spectator, He had been cast in large
would, but was now ghrunken and |
stooped to ghastliness; his white robe
dropped from his shoulders in folds that
gave no bint of muscle or anything but
un angulsr ekeleton, His hands, half |
concealed by sleeves of silk, white and
crimson striped, were clasped upon his |
knees. Woen he epoke, sometimes the |
first finger of the rght hand extended
tremuiourly; he ‘seemed incapable of
other gesture, But his head was & splen.
did dome. A tew baws, whiter than |
fine.druwn gilver, fringed ihe base; over
& broad, full sphered rkull the skin was
drawn close, and shone in the light with |
posiuve brilliauce; the tewples wera |
deep hollows, from which the forehesd |
beetled like & wrinkled crag; the eyes
were wan and dim; the nose was
pinched; aud all the lower face was
wuffl«d 1u a beard flowing and venerable
48 Aurou’s  Such was Hiliel the Baby. [
lovian ! The line of prophets, long ex- |
tinct in Lerael, was now rucceeded by a |
line of scholars, of whom he was tirst in |
leaimng—n propbetin all but the divine
inspiration ! At the age of one hundred
and #ix, he was still Rector of the Great
Coilege,

Oan the table before him lay outspread
a roll or volumu ¢t parchment inscribed
with Hebrew characters; behind hita, m |
waiting, stood & page richly habi ed

There bad been discussion, but at this
moment of introduction the cowpany
had reached a couclusion § each oue was
in an attitute of rest, and the venerable
Hillel, without moving, called the page,

¢ Hist !

The youth advanced respectfully,

“Go 1ell the King we are ready 10 give |
him soswer ”?

The boy hurried away, [

After a time two cfli-ers entered, and
stopped one on each side of the door;
afier them slowly followed a most sirik. |
11 g preisovage—an old man clad in a
purple robe bordered with scarlet, aud
gIrt 1o his waist by a band of goid livked
o fiue that 1t was pliable as leather; the
Intchets of his shoes sparkled with pre
clouR rl("l!"‘; A DAriOW crown wrought in
filigres shone outside a turbovshe of sott
est crimson plush, which, eucastog his
head, fell down the neck and shouiders,
leavivg the throat and neck exposed.
Iusteaa of a seul, & dagger davgled t om
his beln,  He walked with a ialti g et p,
leaning heuvily upon a siatt,  Nou usul
e reached the openiog of the divan, aid
he pause or look up from the flor, then,
as for the fist time cousclous of tie ¢om
pruy, sud roused by their piecence, be
puised humeelt, and Jooked  baugh iy
round, ike ous stariled aud senicnin g
for an enemy—so dak,

FUKpICIoUs, ana

threawenin

B the glanee,  Duch was
Herod wl—a body bioken by
i €HBES, B COLSCIELCE seured Wiy ¢r ke
| & mind n oificently capable, u roul i
for brotherhood with the (@i now
| Beve } Abd sIXty years olda, "‘ll".t-l‘l. 3
‘l. throve with a jenlousy Lever ro vt
¥ | ila Fuever 0 despolic, and a
| u ] e Xxarah "
| ["her ‘ vl wovement op
| part of the assanblage—a b udn fors
| T In sa'anin by the more sged, u gl

¥
| iog up by the more couruerly, t0tuwed
by low genufl-xwons, bands upou the
beard or ureast

His observadons taken, Herod moved
on unul av the tripod opposite the vin
erable Hillel, who mev his cold glauce
with an inclination of the head, uua a
shiguu lifting ot the hands,

“Toe avswer!” suid the king with
impenous simplicity, addressing Hulel,
aud plantiog his stutl betore Lun witn
both hands, *“lhe answer 1"

lhe eyes of the patriarch glowed
mildly, aud, raising bis bead, nud Jogking
the wquisitor full in the tuce, he aus
wered, his associates giving Lim clusest
attention:

“Witn thee, O king, be the posce of
the God of Abraham, leasc, aud Jacon 1

His manner was that ot
chnugiug 1, he resumed:

“Tugu hast dempanded of us where the
Chnist should be born.”

Tue king bowed, though the evil eyes

remsined lixed upou the Nages's loce
»

luvocatoun;

“Toatis the queston
CTaen, O King, speaking for myself
| and allwy brethren y LGt
| senting, Lsay, ta Bethletiem ol Juaea,”
| Hillel tue parchuweut on
the and, poinuing with his treuu
i conu : Mln Betnle beg
| ot Jaden, for tuus it is wricten b
prophet, *And thou, Bethleoviu, 1u the
ale not

g of Judah; for outor thes

’
here vhe dis
glanced at
Lipod,

| lous flagery

ue

the least nwony

shall

Veroor vhat sball tue wy peo
..v ”n

the price
| Cowe a
ple lsn

Herod's face was troubled, and his eyes
foll upon the parchment wiile he
thought.  Those beholding tim senrcely
breatned; viey spoke noty, nor aii ne,
At lepgth e turned about and lety the
chamber,

* Brethren,” gaid Hillel, “we aro dis-
miseed,”

Tne company then arose, and iu groups
departed,

“Sineon,"” said Hillel again, [

A wan, quite fifty years old, but in the
hearty prime of lite, answered ana cawe
to buw,

*I'ake up the sacred
son; roll it tenderly.”

The order was obeyed, |

“Now lend me thy arm; I will to the
litter.”

The strong man stopped; with his
withered hands, the old one twok the
oftered support, and, rising, moved 1ecbly
1o the door,

So departed the famous R-otor and
Simeon, his son, who was to be his suc-
cessor 10 wisdom, learnivg, and office,

parcl:lmeut, my

Yet later in the evening the wise men

were lyivg iu w lewen of the khun awake,

THE

The atones which served them as pillows
raised their beads 80 they could look out
of the open arch into the depths of the
tky ; and as they watohed the twinkling
of the stars, thev thought of the next
manifestation, How would it come 1
Waat would it be? They were
in  Jerusslem at Iast; they had
asked at the gate for Him they sought ;
they had borne witness of His birth ; it
remaived only to find Him ; and as to
that, they placed all trust in the Spirit,
Men listening for the voice of God, or
waiting & sign from Heaven, cannot
sleep,

While they were in this condition &
man stepped in under the arch, darken.
icg the lewen,

“Awake !" he eaid to them ; “I bring
you a wessuge which will not be put
oft”

Taoey all gat up,

*‘From whom 1" asked the Egyptian,

“Herod the king,”

Each ove felu his spirit thrill,

“Are you not the steward of the khan]”
Balthaser uskod next,

“l gm ”

“What would the king with us 7”

*“His mescenger 18 without ; let him
answer,”

“T-1l him, then, to abide our coming ”

“You were right, O my brotber!” said
tha Greek, when the steward was gone,
“Tue question put to the people on the
road, und 10 the guard at the gate, has
given us quick nowriety, 1 am impa-
tient ; lev us up quick'y,”

They niose, pui on their sandals, girt
their wantles aboat them, and went
out,

“I ealute youn, and give you peace, and
pray your pardoo, but my master, the

Dy, bus xent me 10 iuvite you 1o the
palace woere he would have speech with

% )

| you privately ?

Tuhus whe messenger discharged his
duty

A lsmp bung in the entrance, and by
its hght they looked at ench other, aud
kvew the Spirit was upon them,  Tuaen
the Egy ptian stepped 1o the steward, and
En1, 0 #s LOL O be heard by the oibers:

i “You know where our £00ds are stored

1o the court, sud where our camels are
restivg. While we sre gone, make all
thiogs ready for our departure, if it
should be needful ?

“Go your way assured ; trust me,” the
stewara rephied,

“Toe king’s will is our will,” said Bal-
thaser 10 the mersenger, “We will fol
low you "’

The streets of the Holy City were par
row then as now, but wot 80 rough and
foul 5 tor the greas bullder, not content
wiih beauty enforeed cleanliness and
conventence also Following their guide,

L the hrethren proceeded without & word,

Torough the dim startight, made dimmer
by the walls on both sldes, SO etimes
ulmost lost under bridges connecting the
house tops, out of u low ground they
ascended u bhilly At last they came 1o a
portal #1088 the way, In the
light of flires bi zing before 16 1n two
great bhieziers, they caught a glimpse of
e sttucture, and aleo of some guards

renred

lenving  manonless upon their arms
T ¢y pws-d into a buldicg unchal-
Je by Toen hy paseages aud srebed
bintis 3 throu court vd under eollon
pade s Dot always lignted; up long flights
of +alis st iunuwerabie clotsters and
L be 1 y wiere cor ¢d 1n
i r of great t. S
plil | P poroting t
' I O thew
) i kiig 18 there”
| I wher 8 VY %
( d all
A 1 1 ur
{ I &
o 1 Wias 1 1
A LT o, ors
|4 ' 4 Wever o i cn
fused a of the plsce—of carved aud
vl « aud coucne-; of faus aud
Juesnd musiesd ystrum nis § of golden
candiorncks yittenng Ju thoir awa hy hisg
of wolls prmed 1 the siyle of the volup
tuous Gireng sch 0 oue 'Ook at wiich
bod wed- a Pharsce hide his head with
boly hurer  Hevod, si®iug upon the

throne Lo rocetve them, clan as when at
the con ere ce with the d ctors and law-
yers clamed all their winds,

A the edge of the sug, ty which they
alvanerd  uwiinvieed,  they  prostrated
th weselves The king ‘ouched a beill, An
attendant ¢ me 10, and placed three stools
b fure the throne

‘Soat y
'

urselves” said the monarch
5 C Ay %
“From the North Gate,” be cor tivuned,
when they were at rest, [ hao ithis after
L. 06 I f the araval of three strang
©iEy cutlously mounted, au

L or

thpeaitug as

if trom far countries, Are von the
wen ? 5 i

the Egvptian took the sign from the
treek aud the Hiwdoo, and swered,
with the profoundest salcan, “Were we
other thau we ae, the mighty Herod,
whose fam» 1 c-nse to the whole

tid, woun ot have ) 4 We
LRy 1 Lt vthat we are t angers.”’

H k lyed 1he » \ with a
W e ¢ “

are youl Wi i 1 comel”

he a ddn g siguificar “Let each
peak fur biawserr

Ia tar hey gavehim ace fyoreferring

Blmply to the it
aud the routes they caine
to Jousalewm. Somewhar d sappointed,
He 04 plied them more aiiectly,

“Wha . was the question you put to the
Cfli wr at the gare 17

W aked hin, Where is He that is
born Ku g of the Jows 1"

“I see now why the people were 8o
curiona  You excite me no less, Is there
avother Ky of the Jews?”

The Eiypuan did not blanch,

“There 18 ove newly born,”

Au exprission of pain kuit the dark face
of the mouarch, s if his mind were swept
by a harrowing reeollection.

“Not to me, not to me 1" he exclaimed.

Porg'bly the accusing images of his
murdered children flitted before him;
recoveriog from the em tion, whatever it
was, he asked steadily, “Where is the new
Kmng 1

“I'nat, O King, is what we would aek.”

“You bru ¢ we a wonder—a riddle sur.
passivg avy of Solomon’s,” the ingnisitor
said next, “As you see, I am in the time
of life when curiosity is as ung.vernable
a8 it was in childhood, wheu to trifls with
it is cruelty.” Tell me further, aud I will
honour you as kiugs houour each other,

s aud lauds«
hy

ir birth,
which
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Give me all you kuow about the newly
born, aud I wili join you in thesearch for
Him; and when we have found Him, I
will do what you wish; I will briog Him
to Jerusalem, and train Hiw iu kingerafr;
I will use my grace with Cwmoar for His
prowotion aud glory. Jealousy shall not
come between us, 8o I swear, Bat tell me
first how, 80 widely separated by seas and
deserts, you all came to hear of Him,”

“I will tell you truly, O king.”

“Speak on,” said Herod,

Baltbasar raised himself erect, and eaid
solemuly :

“There is an Almigbty God,”

Herod was visibly startled,

“He bade us come hither, promising
that we should find the Redeemer of the
World; that we should kee aud worship
Him, and bear wituess that He was come;
and, ae & sign, we were eich given to see
a stur.  Hig Spirit stayed with us, O king,
Hix 8pirit is with us now 1"

An overpowering feeling seized the
three. The Greek with difliculty re.
stiained an outery. Herod’s gezsy darted
quickly from one to the other; he was
woie suepicious and dissatisfied than
befora,

“¥ou are mocking me,” he ssid, “If
not, tell me more, What is to follow the
coming of the new King

“The salvation of men,”

“From what 7"

“Their wickedness.”

“How 7

“By the divine agencies—Faith, Love,
and Good Works”

“Then”-—Herod pansed, sud from his
look no man cou'd have said with what
feeliog he continucd—*“you are the heraide
of the Christ. Is that all 1”

Balthasar bowed low,

“We are your servauts, O king,”

The movarch touched a bell, and the
attendaut wppeared

“Bring the gifts” the master said.

Tne attendant went out, but in a little
while returced, and kneeling befora the
guests, guve to each oue an outer robe or
wantie of kcarlet and blue, and & girdle
of gold. They scknowledged the honours
with Eastern prosirations,

“A word farther,” gaid Herod, when
the ceremony was ended. “To the
officer of the gate, aud but now to me,
you spoke of secing a star in the east.”

*Yes,” said Baltnssar, “His star, the
star ot the newly born.”

“What time did it appear 1”

*When we were bidden come hither.”

Herod arose, rignilying the audience
was over, Siepping from the throne
towards them, he said, with all gracious-
ness :

““If, as I believe, O illustrious men, you
are indeed the heralas of the Christ just
born, know that I have this night con-
sulted ihose wisest in things Jewish, and
they say with one voice He should be
born iu Bethlehem of Judea, 1 say to
you, go thither: go and search diligently
for the young Cnild; and when you have
found Him bring me word again, that I
may come and worship Him, To yeur
goiog there shall be no let or hindrance
Peace be with you !”

Aud, folding his robe about him, e
left the chamber,

Directly the guide came, and led them
back to the street, sud thence to the
khan, at the portal of which the Greek
surd lmpulsaively, “Let us to Betblehem,
O hrethren, as the King has gdvigsed.”

$Ye “The Spirit

”? e¢ned the Hindoo.

me.”

,' said Balthasar with equal
‘ catnels are 1 ly "
ft to the -stewsard,
mount i nio their sadal B, recelveq
| d'rectio to tha J a nd
! ¢ pproaca preat
| v unbhary wnd t \ i
| tr ) kix
80O + ) ] i ] 1
As ihey Ccane t nom,
!l-':l e) t Rephiaimgy by J
at  Lirsr widespread ayd fatnt, Their

pulser flutierea tast, The light intensitied
rapidiy; they closed their eyes agains. 1ts
huruing brilliance; when they dared
look again, lo! the star, perfectas anyin
the heavens, but low down and moving
slowly betore them, And they tolded
their bauds, aad shouted, and rejoiced
with exceedinyg great joy,

“God 1s with us ! God is with us!”?
they repeated in frequent cheer, all the
way, until the star, rising out of the
valley beyond Mar Elas, stood still over
a house upon the slope of the hill near
the town,

CHAPTER X1V,
THE CHILD CHRIST,

It was now the beginning of the third
wateh, and at Bethishem the morning
was breaking over the mountains in the
east, but so feehly that it was yet night
in the valiey, The watchman on the roof
of wie old khan, shivering in the chilly

air, wus listening for the first distin
guishable wounds with which life,
nwuke he dawn, when a
light iz up the hill towards
th iorch in

ught it &
next \

sone

| thon

now bhecame a sta
afraid, he eried out, aod brought every
body within the walls to the roof. The
phenonienon, in eccentric motion, con
tnued to approach; the recks, trees, and
rondway under it suone a8 in a glare of
hghtoing; divectly its brightness became
blindiog, Tue more timid of the
beholders fell upon their knees, and
prayed, with their faces hidden; the
boldest, covering their eyes, crouched,
and now and then enatched glances fear-
tully, Afterwhile the khan and every-
thing thereabout lay under the intoler-
able radiance, Such as dared look
bebeld the star standing still directly
over the house in front of the cave where
the Child had been born,

In the height of this scene, the wise
men came up, and at the gate dis.
mounted from their camels, and shouted
for admiesion. When the steward so far
wmastered his terror as to give them heed,
be drew the bars and opened to them,
The camels looked epectral in the un.
natural light, and, besides their outland.
ishness, there were in the faces and
manuer of the three visitors an eager
ness and exaltation which still further
excited the ke«per's fears and fanoy; he
fell back, aud for a time could not
answer the question they put to him,

“Is not this Bethlehem of Judea 7"

But others came, aud by their pres.
enc~ gave him assurance

“No, tnis is but the khan; the town
lies further on,”

“ls there not here a Caild newly
born "

Tue bystanders turned to each other
marvelling, though some of them
anewered, “Yes, yes,”

“Show us to Him!” eaid the Greck
impatiently. :

“Show us to Him !” cried Balthasar,
breaking through his gravity; “for we
have seen His star, even that which ye
behold over the house, and are come to
worship Him.”

The Hindoo clasped his hands, ex
claiming, “God iudeed lives! Make
haste, make haste! The Saviour is
found, Blessed, blessed are we above
men 1?

The people from the roof came down
and followed the sirangers as they were
taken through the court and outinto
the enclosurs; at sight of the star yet
above the cave, though less candescent
than before, some turned back afraid;
the greater part went on. As the
strangers neared the house, the orb
arose; when they were at the door, it
was bigh up overhead vanishing; wihen |
they entered, it went out lost to sight,
And to the witnesses of what then tock
place came a conviction that there was a |
divine relation between the star and the
strangers, which extended also to at
least some of the occupants of the cave.
Wken the door was opened, they crowded
in.

The apartment wag lighted by a lan
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bigoted Separatists or Pharisees endured
at fiuding thensclves elbowed and langhed
at iu the procurator’s preser ce in Cisarea
by the devotees of Gorizim!

u this rain of soreows, one consolation,
and one only, remvined to the fallen
people; the “high priest ocoupied the
Herodwa palace in the market place, and
kapt the eewblance of a court there,
What his 2uthority resily was is & matter
of easy e-timate, * Judgment of life and
death was retaiu?d by the procurator,
Justice was administered in the uame and
according to the decretals of Rome, Yet
more siguificant, the royal hou-e was
jnutly ocevpied by the imperial « Xciremen,
aud sll by corps of BMIS'AULS, 1 Btrars,
collectors, publ cans, informers, aud spies,
Sill, to the dreamers of hberty to come,
there was a ce:tain satisfaction in the fact
that the chief ruler in the palacs was a
Jew. His mere prosence there day after
day kept them remiuded of the covenants
and the prowises of the prophets, and of
the ages when Jehovah govérned the
tribes through rhe sons of Aaron; it was to
them a certain sign that he had not aban-
dorel thew: so their hopes lived, and

| served their patience, and helped them to

wait grimly the son of Judab who was to
rule [sracl,
Judea had been a Roman provincs

eighty  years eud more—ample time
for the Cwsars to siudy the edi-
orynerasies  of  the  people—time

enough, at least, to learn that the Jew,
with all his pride, could be quietly gov-
erned if hisreligion were respected.  Pro-
ceediog upon tbat poliey, the predecessors
of Gratus hed earefuliy ab-taived from

tern enough 10 enable the sirangers to
find the mother, and the child awake in
her Jap,

‘I8 the Child thine 7"’ asked Balthasar !
of Mary,

Aud she who had kept all the things
in the least sffecting the little One and |
pondered them in her heart, held it up |
1 the light, saymg :

“He is my Son !”

Aud they fell down and worshipped '
Him,

'I'ney saw the Child was as other chil. |
dren, about its head was neither nimbus
nor material crown; its lips opened uot
in gpeech; if it heard their expressions
of joy, their invocutions, their prayers, it
made no sign whatever, but, baby-like, !
laoked longer at the flame in the lantern
than ut them, !

In a litde while they arose, and |
returning to the camels, broughat gifts of
gold, trankincense, and myrrh, and laid
them before the Child, atating nothing
of their worshipful speeches; of which no
part is given, for the ihoughtful know
that tbe pure worship of the pure heart
wag then what it is now, and has always
been, an inspired song.

Aud this was the Saviour they had
come 0 far to find !

Yet they worshipped without a doubt, |

Why ?

Their faith rested upon the signs eent
them by Him whom, we have since come
to know as the Father; and they were of |
the kind to whom His promises were so
all sufficient that they asked mnothing
about kHis ways. Few there were who
had seen the signs end heard the pro-
mises—the Mother and Joseph,
shepherds, and the Three—yet they =ull
believed alike; that is to say, in this
period of the plan of saiva Wi was
all and the Cuild Carist,
Look forward, O A time wiil
1 tae signs

)
His promised
reader |
. will all proceed
n. Happy they who then

t period,

dwell

ire;
8 Kindied, quaenchless ever-

more,
Preys upon high adventure, nor can tire
Vi augnibat resw”

Civiide Harold
CHAPTER 1.
ROME AND JUDEA.

It is necessary now to carry the reader
forward twenty-one years, to the begin
ning of the administration of Valerius
Gratus, the fourth imperial governor ot
Judea—n period which will be remem-
bered as reut by political agitations in
Jerusalem, if, indeed, it be not the pre-
cise time of the opening of the final
quarrel between the Jew and the
Roman

In the interval Judea had been sub-
jected to changes affecting her in many
ways, but in nothing so much as her
political status, Herod the Great died
within one year aiter the birth of the
Child—died so miserably thav the Chris-

—

| shared the fall,

the |

iuterfering with any of the sacrcd obser—
varces of their subij-cts. But he chose a
different course; alwo -t his fiest offiial
act was to expel Hanuas from the high-
riesthood, aud give the place to Ishmael,
son of Fabus.

Whether the 2ct wasdirected by Augus-
tus, or procecded from Giatns bhimself, its
impolicy became speedily appareut. The

' reader shall be spared a chapter on Jewish

politics; & fow words upon the rubject,
nowever, sre essential to such as may
fillow the succeeding narration critically,
At this time, Jeaving origia out of view,
there were in Judea the party of the
nobles avd the Separatist or popular party.
Upon Her d's death, the two united
against Archelans; from temple to palace,
from Jerusalem to Rome, they fovght
him; sometimes with 1ntiigue, sometimes
with the actusl weapons of war, More
thau once the holy cloisters on Moriah
resounded with the cries of fightin. mean.
Fically, they drove him into exile. Mean-
time throughout this stiuggle the allies
bad their diverse objecte 1 view, The
nobles hatred J.oazar, the high priest; the

Separatists, on the other hand, were his

zealous adberents, When Her d's settle-
ment went down with Aichelaus, Joszar
Hannes, the son of Seth,
was selected by the nobles 1o fill the great
office; thereupon the allies divided, The
induction of the Sethian brought them
face to face in fizice hostility.

In the coures of tha struggle with the
unfortunate ethnarch, the nobles had
fonund it expedient to attach them elves
to Roma, Discerning that when the exist-
ing seitlement was broken up some form
of government must need follow, they
suggested the conversion of Judea into a
provicce, The fact furuished the Separat-
1sts with so additional cause for attack;

!end when Samaria was made part of the
provivee, the nobles sank into a winority,

i sort themn but the

48 of their
" yenrs—
{ Valerious
awu them-

used
t of his

idol of pary, had

of the pala Ruma
pe Jastice civil aud ediminal;
a Rogan system of taxation, mercilessly
executed, crushed both city and country;
daily, hourly, and in a thousand ways, the
people were bruised and galled, and
taught the difference between a life of
independence and a lifeof subjection; yet
Haupas kept them in comparative quiet,
tome bad no truer friend; and he made
his loss instantly felt. Delivering his
| vestmen's to lshmael, the new appointee,
{ he walked from the courts of the Temple
{into the councils of the Scparatists, and
| became the head of a new combination,
! Bethusian and Sethian,

{ the

jacge digg

Gratus, the procurator, left thus
withont a8  party, eaw tha fires
{ which, in the fifteen years, had

| sunk into sodden emoke begin to glow
| with returning life. A month after
i Ishmael took the office, the Roman
| found it necessary to visit him in Jeru-
salem,  When from the walls, hooting

tian world hud reason to believe him !&nd hissing him, the Jews beheld his
overtuken by the Divine wrat Like | guerd enter the north pgate of the ecity
all great rulers who spend their s 1n | #ud mearch v the Tower of Antonia, they
perfeciing the power they create, he | Understood the real purpose of the visit

med of transmitting his throne and
rown—of being the fouuder of a
a With that intens, he left a

g bis territorie

s betw

. , Pai and
lausg, of whom t last w poiaited to
succeed tothe title, Thae ment was
necessarily referred to Augustus, the
emperor, who fied all 1ts provisions

with one exception; he withbeld from
Archelaus the title of kivg until he
proved his capacity and loyalty; in lieu
thereof he created kim ethnarch, and as
such permitted him to govern nine years,
when, for misconduct aud inability to stay
the turbulent elewents that grew and
strengthened around him, he was sent
to Gaul as an exile,

Cwmiar was ‘mot content with deposing
Archelaus; he struck the people of Jera
salem 1n a manoer that touched their
pride, and keenly wounded the sensibili-
ties of the haughty habitues of the Tem.
ple. He reduced Judea to a Ryman pro-
vince, and annexed it to the prefecture of
Syria. So, iusterd of a king ruling
royally from the palace left by Herod on
Mount Zion, the city fell into the hands of
an officer of the secoud grade, an appointee
called procurator, who communicated with
the court in Rome through the Legate of
Syria, residing in Antioch. To make the
hurt more paiuful, the procurator was not
permitted to establish himself in Jerusa.
lem; Cwsarea was his seat of government.
Most bumiliating, however, most exasper
atiog, most studied, Samaria, of all the
world the most despised—Samaria was
Joined to Judea as a part of the same

; —atull.cahort of legicnaries was added

i to the former garrison, and the keys of
their yoke could now be tightened with

{impu It the procurator deemed

{ it 1ape t to make an example, alas

{ for the first oftender !

TO BE CONTINUED,

e

People in the North-west

Know from experience that Putnam’s
Paivless Corn Extractor is the ouly remedy
to be relied upon for the extraction of
corns. Thisis the case every where through-
out the Dominion. Be sure to get Put-
nam's sure-pop corn cure, At dealers
everywhere.

Mrs. A. Nelson, Brantford, writes: ¢
was a sufferer from Chronic Dyspepsia for
eleven years, Always after eating, an
fntense burning sensation in the stomach,
at timee very distressing, caused a droop-
ing and languid feeling, which would last
for several hours afier eating. I was
recommended by Mr. Poppleweil, Chemiat,
of our city, to try Northrop & Lyman’s
Vegetable Discovery and Dyspeptic Cure,
and I am thaukful to say that I have not
been better for years; that buruing senea-
tion and languid feeling has all gone, and
foud does not lie heavy on my stomach.
Ochers of my families have used it with
best results.”

The Evidence of a Justice,
Esquire Pelton, of Grass Lake, Michi-
gen, a juetice of the peace, was given up
to die with malarial fever. He testifics
to a cure from Burdeck Blood Bittere,

province! What ineffable misery the

after physiciane and other medicines failed.

DEC 11, 1486,

'RIOTISM. and of I
RELIGION AND PATR g
now as 1t
GRAND EPEECH OF THE ARCEBISHOP OF the bisto:
DUBLIN, day to gl
——— acknowle
4 eurrounded by all the | degree d
po(:lnp ::(ili::ﬁdour of the Church’s mest | intercessi
solemn ceremonials, the festival of the | special p
arish was celebrated in the Church of St. | patrons ¢
Lurence 0'Toole, Leville Place, Dublin,
There has rarely been an occasion in the It s ¢
anpals of Catholicity in Dublin around | gwerying
which there centred a more wlfiﬂ'l’"“d the cent
interest. His Grace the A:cbbluhup of | 8ee of I
Dublin presided, and was assisted by the | hyye pr
Most Rev. Dr. Donnelly and the members | fl o des
of the Chapter of Dublin. . E of ourt
His Grace officiated at Benediction of | have no
the Most Blessed Sacrament. After the | yyplushi
sacred function a meeting was held in the | cuyning
parochial hall, where addresscs were | yogr i
presented to His Grace by the priests and | thug of)
clergy and other representative bodies of | 1y speak
the parish. in mind
The first address from the c‘eng'&ud bave rec
people of the parish was resd by the Very | was deli
Rev, Canon O'Donuell, P. P. A CERTA
A deputstion from the North Dock M2
Ward branch of the National League |1, it b

attended, and Alderman Meagher read

their zdd:ess. 4 z i
The most Rev, Dr. Walsh, in replying,

did not |
fluence

3 secured
said: Last year, as your addres reminds |y qepests
me, when journeying from it ‘ntl«‘l v enter | olad o
upon the labours nf‘ my ejiccopate, I bad believe |
the privilege of visiting, but nct indeed | jy can n
for the first time, the litils town in Nor- | grugh ¢
mandy, where St. Lourence, wearied with | which t
the wanderings of his ¢xile, laid down to | address

die. It was there that I found most

: local re
forcibly borne in npon me a sense of the

the cone

full weight of the dignity to which I bad | ¢y gaged
been called, For there, 1f possible | Jegsiaty
even more than here at home n g6 whor
Ireland, the memory of our patron saint | yeyed 1
and ot his virtues, and the tracitions of | the Ho
bis life and of his death, are cherished | movem
with an enthusinstic devotion which, | the sut
to my shame snd confusion, [ found | yuy 80
expending itself1n lavish noanifestations | (f an }3‘
of respect to myself—(cheers)—a pass- | 4li furt]
ing visitor of whom nothing was there | that mo

known, and of whom nothing could be | ent ec
known, but that he was the successor of | fyr me
their great St. Laurence. For from the THE
aged ]nui«ix pvie st of the place, a ) .‘ to cout
fied and saintly man, 1 could not, of | jgj. Tt
course, conceal that 1 was the j ”.‘ ate | should
pewly sprointed to this See of _-1' 1blin, | withou
and that | had come there as a pilgrin to | jt well
kneel belore the shrin I‘n venerste the | (cheers,
relics, and to place myself, and to once | copy of
more place the priests and peoj le of | de¢ Kom
my charge under the protectivn of our | this mc
patron, 112:,:{0]
FIRST AND ONLY CANONIZED ARCH- | €
b BISHOP, RuieuT
From that venerable man I heard, as tfm:y B.‘
we have so often heard at home, of the v;;>il;v
marvellous devotion of the people of the b ntm.r
place to the memory of our Irish saint, E\‘J"u y
of the jealous care with which they luw;ﬂ
guard his relics and of the yearly pro- et
cession wp the hill side to the place,n?w ul';f:ut ‘
marked by a little oratory, where 8t, e
Laurence first caught sight of their anci- st
ent town and hailed it as his resting- p»ws‘yde
lace, the end of his last weary journey, "\h } J
ut more than this, [ heard from that €h ‘;l y
devoted priest, and he told me of it with fu; b
tears of gratitude in his eyes, that in all $A,
the years of his prolonged ministry i o
among his people, no case had ever yet gy
occurred, not even one, in which the o,
grace of a good and happy death had "‘m l»‘\
been withheld from those who, though ot
they might in many ways have seemed nluu‘]
throughout their lives unworthy clicnts fwn i
of our saint, had never shruuk from tak And
ing part in that great public act of devo “We
tion, by which, year by year, the rths of their §
St. Laurence are borne in procession 1o LR o
that consecrated spot. May we not inabilt
hope, then, all of us—myself, as his un- s
worthy successor in the see of which he g
is now the patron, and you the priests o
and people of this parish, so specially 'l"xmé
placed under his care—that this tribute R
of devotion which we texder to him in Puliti(
THIS JOYQUS CELEBRATION OF T0-DAY i’uum
may beno less fruitful in graces to us, | = .
and through us to all the priests and Mo
people of this diocese. And now let me will )
turn to the address which has been read to o
me by Alderman Mesgher, as president of St &
the local branch of the Irish National i
Lesgue, In the programme of to day's s
arrangements, first submitted for my <l
approval by your good parish priest, it o
waa proposed to have the parochial and g
other addresses presented to me in the of B
parish church after the close of the sacred iy
ceremonies of the day. This address which )a“P
the worthy alderman has jast presented to :m)“{
ine had noi at ibai time been picpaiea .
}l:): p:e(:entu.tion. I do not think that, the :v‘;ay
resentation of it bad even been proposed. | A UL
Eut 1 somebow tock it for granted taat ‘: ea |
some such address was iikely to fiod ite ‘j\ll":;,l]
way to me amongst the rest (_chzwrr). ‘Au(l u\
as I knew that it would be impossible to g
reply to it without expressing my personal l \_‘:uu
sympathy with the aspirations which an e
address from such a quarter was sure to | % 8
put forth—(loud cheers) —1 suggested that SL\: :
the presentation of the addresses should ‘;::e "
not take place in the sacred buildirg, but ol
in some other suitable hall such 2s this, cau\;l
POLITICS IN PROTESTANT PRAYERS AND o h?
PREACHING, Pprolo
For 1 certainly was not prepared to fol-
low the bad example that has recently Fo
been set by a high dignitary of the Irieh | pog ¢
Protestant Church, who saw no impro- | the y
priety in delivering & political speech in | gng
the guise of a pastoral address to hisclergy negl
assembled in his cathedral, no more than I | 1yoi;
should be prepared to follow the example
of that other eminent dignitary of the ;
same Church who, regardless of the feel- Th
ings of, at all events, some individual | any
members, whether lay or t_ﬂencul, _of his | Yell
flock, embodied a declaration of his own | tory
polil{cd views in the form of a prayer to | luml
the Almighty, which he publicly issued | cont
for use in the churches of his diocese, No, | and
Politics are very well in their place, buta [ 5
church, whether cathedral or parochlal, is | &p..
not the place for them; and I trust that| o
the day is far distant when we at all events | . 1)
shall be found thus acting, regardles of | =
the impropriety of such a lowering of the y
pulpit or the altar to the level of a politi- dept
cal platform (cheers). oA
FAITH AND FATHERLAND, slb
But here in this hall, and especially on and
this day, this feast of our sainted Arck- Y
bishop, I thould find it hard to conceive | .
o f any address that I would regard as
more thoroughly in place than yours| P
(loud cheers). Your very presence here | wor
is & public avd an emphatic exprersion of Gra
that combined sentiment of Irish faith ' est



