EDITORIAL.

Slaughter of the Innocents.

The article on ‘“‘Beneficial Birds,” by Mr. Jarvis,
B. 8. A., of the Ontario Agricultural College, which
we publish elsewhere in this issue, calls attention
indirectly to a subject which hitherto has not
received the consideration which its seriousness
deserves. This has been forcibly brought to our
" attention in many localities on the recent Thanks-
giving Day. On this and other holidays young
men and boys, armed with guns, swarm out in
every direction from the cities, towns and villages,
and their pastime is chiefly the wanton and whole-
sale destruction of innocent birds. We regret to
notice that farmers’ sons, who, from selfish motives,
if nothing else, ought to know better, join in this
so-called sport. Every year the ravages of insect
pests on the orchards and fields of the farmer
appear to grow worse, and against these our native
birds are the natural and cheapest defence. With-
out them the agriculturist would in a short time
probably be driven to the wall. It is positively
deplorable to notice how our groves and shade
trees have during the recent years been decimated
of the beautiful songsters that once frequented
them. Mr. Jarvis very interestingly deseribes the
more notable beneficial birds, and we hope every
father and every father's son will read and heed
what he has to say. But he might have put it
stronger. Those of our readers who live in Ontario,
at least, should remember that the “Insectivorous
Birds” statute of 1887 prohibits the killing of all
our native birds except hawks, crows, blackbirds
and English sparrows, and what are called game
fowl (in their season), under a penalty of a fine of
from $1 to $20, or imprisonment in default. The sole
exceptions made are in the case of ornithologists
and biologists who wish to secure birds for scientific
examination, and they must obtain a permit from
the local government Chief Game Warden ; and in
case of persons protecting their fruit from robins.
It is also illegal to destroy the eggs and nests of
native birds other than those excepted. The law is
shamefully violated. In the interests of humanity
and agriculture it ought to be rnigidly enforced in
every district. A few severe examples made before
Justices of the Peace in a neighborhood would have
a wholesome effect, and it cannot be done any too
soon. No doubt a great many youths are ignorantly
viclating the law to which we now call their atten-
tion. Indeed, it isa very grave question with some of
our best ornithologists if the list of exempted birds
mentioned above might not almost be narrowed
down to the English sparrow, which undoubtedly
has proved itself a pest that does more harm than
good. In the minds of some it is doubtful if that
truly be said of the despised crow, blackbird
and hawk. The killing of birds of gay plumage for

millinery purposes is an evil more largely confined
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to farther south, but is also one that ought in every
possible way to be discouraged.
House Plan Competition.
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The Fairs of the Fatm

An anonymous correspondent who has fallen
into the not uncommon error of assuming that the
fairs of the present century are over and that the
beginning of the next year will be that of a new
century, writes :—
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This is not an uncommon complaint, but we hope
and believe it is less common in these days than in
the former times, and from a long experience and
close observation we are convineced that as a rule it
is a mistaken idea and has little foundation in fact.
There may be, and doubtless are, exceptions, but
we are persuaded that as a rule fair boards are care-
ful in the selection of their judges and that the men
who accept the thankless task act upon their hest
judgment without fear or favor. Our
ent makes no allowance for difference of opinion or
difference in judgment, or for the reasonable pre.
sumption that the judges in the ring who are
personally responsible for the awards and have
made a close and critical examination of the exhib-
its are in & much better position to give a correct
decision than are the people outside the ring who
do not feel the weight of the responsibility which
attaches to the giving of a decision in the sight of
a critical public. The complaint may be more
applicable to the smaller or local fairs, but we
believe that in so far as the prinecipal shows in the
country are concerned it is generally conceded that
commendable care is observed in the selection of
competent and fair men, and that better work is
done as a rule by judges than in former times; but
it is more difficult than many suppose to fix upon
men who are at once competent, available and disin-
terested. That considerable allowance should be
made for difference of opinion and of judgment is
obvious from the fact that at the leading shows,
with judges conceded to be competent and whose
honor is unimpeached, an animal which has been
placed first at one show is the next week, in the
same competition, relegated to third place. We are
free to confess that we wish it were otherwise, and
that a more general concurrence of judgment on
the part of men admitted to be competent were
possible, so that the educational influence of their
work might be more definite, but we have to take
into account the fact that even a week may make
considerable difference in the appearance of an
animal that is away from home and subject to the
disabilities of the showyard and of railway travel,
look less attractive on his second than on
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A Growing Time in Mm

For some years past we have been
more space to the subject o!ponim“
urging the use of improved birds,
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