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THB WAR IN BOUTH AFRICA.

The disaster that has befallen the
British srma-in South Africa by the cag-
ture of the first battalion of the Glouces-
ter Regimen§, the first baitalion of the
Royal Irish Fusiliers and the 10:h moux-
$ain battery of artillery-is a heavy one,
becauce it involves loss of prestige as
well as losa of mer. No such disaster
“has befall:n Great Britian since Isan-

-dals, when a British r giment was
almost whelly destroyed, and even that
did not invoive so great a loss of men as

- the emrender of these two battalione, To
find & parallel to it we muat go
back fo the disastrons Afghan campsign
©of 1842 when of 4,000 soldiers and 12,000
camp followers who were retreating from
Cabul only one white man, Dr. Brydone,
and four or five natives escaped. That
seemed to be & siaggering blow, but it
had so little eflect on the course of history
that there aze plenty of loys] subjects of
‘4he queen who have never even heard
of it, All great nations who engage in

- wars must expecteuch reverses, and the

. only way to meet them is by putting

tforith greater efforts and facing the

orisis with manly courage.

The two battalions which had
40 surrender were not up to
stheir foll s!rength, the louces-
$er yegiment, when the war commenced,
‘haviog 800 men snd the Royal Irish
Fagiliers, 700 mer. Both these batta:
Hons have suffered considerable 13sees
«during the past three weeks, and their
.combined s‘rengih, at the time of the
-aurrender, probably did not exceed 1,300
men. The mountain battery may have
had 160 officers sand men, so that the
total of troops surrendered would
be something under 1500 men.
d¢ will not be easy fto reconcile
the British peoj1: to such a loss which
amay be regarded asin the natureof a
disgrace to the army. Theirindignation
and anger will be great, aud they
will be diligsnt in ascertaining who is to
blame for this disaster. The fact that
Geners]l White accepts the full responsi-:
bility himee.f will not satisfy them.

At tuis distance from tbe sceme of
operatione; it is pof, perhaps, easy to
judge of the rémaons in favor of & mili-
‘tary mov.msct, bot it e diffi-ult to
modesstand why General White ehorl!l
‘heve dstachad these two battalions from'

shis ermy &t 11 o’clock at zight,
-and reqired them to enter a
mouataincus country in the
dark, thereby giving the enemy

.@very opp rtanity of surrounding them.
There will bs many who will qiseticn
-Bir Gaorge Stewart White’s® generalship
in this rezpeet, and whether right or
wrong his reputation wili mnecassarily
:guffer, for sncceas is in mort caeen
.made the test ¢f ability. Military critics
amay be willing fo believe that a
commander like William of O:ange, who
was usull 7 unsoecessful in bat 12, was
@ great general, but the mats of mankind
will prefer a leader like Marlborough,
awho was never beaten. We feel therefore
that General White’s usefulness is ended
for the present oampaign at laset.
His name ia 1:kely to go down into hie-
tory linked with those of such unsue-
cessful commanders as the Duke of
of York, Bazaine and others of the same
ciags ‘who have been concernsd in eapit-
w!atione.

The lcss of the fiftizen hundred men
wll! re’ure -Gsperil White's aimy
et Lsdysmith fo such an ex-
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tent as fo make his position
dangerous. In Monday’s battle when,
a8 he states in his despatch, he had all
his force in the field except the troops
necessary to man the fortifications, he
had inline only 11 battalions of - infan-
try. He has now only nine, and these
nine do not,probably,number more thsn
6,500 mer. Add to these his artil-
lery, cavalry and fhe regiments not
engaged on Monday and 12,000: would
geam to be the outside limit of General
White’s forces eround Ladysmith. Is
that number sufficient to enable him to
holi his ground or will he be forced "to
retreai? This is & question fhat every
citizen of the empire will be asking him-.
self today.

Oae fact ought to be borne In mind in
connection with this question, and that
is that Gen. White fought his battle on
Mondsy without the -assistance of the
two battalions that were captured. Itis
evident that the surrender of the two
battalions took place either on Sunday

night or early on Monday morn-
ing, and this will sccount for
the extraordinary despatch that

came from Holland via Berlin, that
General White’s whole force had sur-
rendered. The Britieh general, while
engaged in his fight on Mondsy, was
quite unaware that the force he had
gent out to protect hig left lank had been
captured, and that he waa liable to be
ouiflanked in that quarter. Yet, with
nine battalions of infautry and a smasll
artillezy and cavairy force, he was
able to press back the Boers and drive
them from their positions. That being
g0 it is qaite possible that he may be
able to hold them in check for a few
days, especislly as he now has the
assistance of the Naval brigade with its
heavy gune. The Boers that attacked
him on Monday must bhave
been aware of the surrender of
the two British battalions and this
nodoubt inspired them with greater con-
fidence and coursge. Yet they {failed
to hold their ground against the British
aitack, and therefore we may be ina
position to hope that other Boer attacks
will fail. The great numercial superi-
ority of the Boers, however, enables
them to outflank the British and sur.’
round Ladysmith, and this must be
guarded against.

Sir Redvers Bu.l:r, the commander-
ia-chief in SBouth Airica, arrived at C:pe
Town yesterday, as we anticipated he
wosld do, and will soon be at the front.
His presence will be a great encourage-
ment to the troops, but reinforcements
are urgently needed, and it will be a
week at least before any can reach Lady-
smith. The five or six thoussnd British
troops, comprising the first detachment
of the Army Corps, which left South-
ampton on the 20th inst., are expected
to arrive at Cape Town nexi Sunday,
they will doubtless be sent to the front
immediately, but in the mean time
much may have happened. It is to be
hoped that the British position at Lady-
smith canbe held for another week and
that the reinforcements may arrive be-
fore the Boers sucoeeded in getting much
farther South.

The enemies of Great Britain a’l over
the world will rejoice at the British dis-
sster at Ladysmith, and the friends of
the Boers will be correspondingly elated.
But the British people will only be
st'flened in their determination o bring
this war to a osuccessful close
and to place the Boers under
their feet. British supremacy in South
Africs must and will be maintained
at all cost and no sacrifice will be
deemed too great to ensure that result,
The British forces now on the way to
South Africa would seem to be ample
to bring the war fo a triomphant end,
but if more are needed they will be
forthcoming. The British colonies,
especia.ly Oanads, may well rejoice
that tbey have been aflorded an
opportunity of proving their devotion to
the empire by sending contingents to
South Africa. Oar Canadian regiment

‘f wi:l be at the fromt belore the end of-

this month, and there iz no doubi that
it will be aforded an opportenity of
distinguishing lta.gll. The peogls of Can-
ads will watch the career of thisregimant
with interest.and pride,and if more
men are wanted to maintain Britisb
power in Bouth Africa Canada is pre-
pared to send another regiment to the
gens of war as good as the one which has
juet 1éft onr shores.

Wedreeday General White’s explaua-
tion of the cause of the dissster by
which two battalions of infantry and a
battery of artillery were lost was msade
patlic, but we fail to see that it relieves
him in any way from the heavy re-
gponsibility involved in the occurrence,
General White’s despatches, as they
appesr in the newspapers, are models
of obscority. and it is almost impossible
to arcertain from them the order of
events. However, his account of the
capture of the British left wing is more
lacid than usual, and we are able from
it to learn the time when the surrender
took j1:ce and the circumstances under
which it was brought about. We also
get a clearer view of the extent of the
disaster and of the numbez of men faken
priscnera.

From General White’s statement it
appears that the number of men taken

prigoners was considerably smailsr than
the first accounts would lead ng te ex-

*pect. The whole of the two baitilone
]
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involvdd were mot taken, because they
were not sent out, but only a part of
them. Of the Roysl Irish there were
'six companies, which would mean about
450 men, and of the Glouceater regiment
four bhalf companies, which would be
about 175 men. P.acing the number of
artillerymen captured at 125, the total
loes of the British would be 7560. This
is bad enough, bat not 8o bad as & loss
of 2,000, or even 1,600 would have been,
the latter figure being the one
at which we estimated the Britigh loss
Wednesday. This estimate was made on
the supposition that the whcle of the
two infantry battalions had been
oaptured, but the Royal Irish have etill
two companies left, while the Glouceater
regiment has six. This makes the dis-
aster far less shocking than it at first
appeared, and will rel'svo to some ex-
tent the fears of those who thought it
would weaken the army 0o much as fo
make it impossible for General White
to defend Ladysmitk., It sappears that
General White’s ability to defend Lady-
sm:th has not been in any way impaired
by the loes of these men.

The circumstances of the disaster were
peculiar. The men were sent out at 11
o’clock on Sunday night to seizy a posi-
tion which if held would have turned the
enemy’s right flank, These troops were
attacked when about two miles from the
point to which they had been sent and
their mules were stampeded, running
away with practically the whole of the
gun equipment and the greater part of
the ammunition of the infantry. In
this extremity the infantry and the men
of the battery acted s gallant part and
geizad & -hill on which they fortified
themaselves. There they fought from
dawn until 3 p. m., when all their am.
munition being exhausted they were
compelled to surrender. These seven
hundred and fifty brave men were at-
tacked by masses of the enemy of many
times their own number, and when the
tale of their heroic detence is fully told
it may be that this feat of arms will be
found worthy to'take rank with some of
the greatest achievements of the British
army. No fault could be found with the
conduct of the officers or soldiers, itis
only the gemeralship that took them
there that is in question.

The plan of Genersl White which led
to euch a disstroos issue seems to have
been intended @8 & coup that would
take the Boers at a disadvantage, snd
surprise them. Night attacks have
sometimes been highly successful and
night marches are frequently resorted
to, but there ia- always a considerable
element of ;isk involved, and that risk
is increased greatly when the country is
mountainour. It would only have been
an act of prudence if General White had
sent sowe cavalry with the detachment
to fsel the enemy, for ss things turned
out the men walked right into a trap,
the h:l's which dominated the defils
through which they advanced being
occup:ed by tue Boers, although appar-
ently not in very great numbers. When
the guns ard smmunition were
lost by the stampeding of the
mules it would have been more
prudent for L%-Ool. Oarlton, who
was in command of the detachment, if

to camp. As it was the defence of the
hill be occupied could not be greaily
prclonged without aemmunition, and
some eflort onght surely to have been
made to get the ‘news of the desperate
position of the two battalions to General
White. Perhaps the attempt was made;
it may be that messengers were sent to
General White who were unable to get
through the lines of the enemy. Here,
sgain, the Iack of mounted men must
have been sensibly falt and contributed
largely fo the disaster, Certainly if
General White had been aware of the
position of this detachment early in the
morning, he could have relieved them
before their surrender at 3 p. m. As it
was he seems to have assumed that they
were safe. Yet he must have had some
info1m tion in regard fo them, for in his
despstch of Monday &fiernoon he men-
tions the stampede of the mules. More
faots will be calied for in regard to this
aflair, especially with reference to the
condact of Lient.-Col. Carlton and of
General White.

Apart from the detaila connected with
the reverse o these two battalions there
ie nothing that is not reassuring in the
rews from Ladysmith, General White
geems to be confident of being able to
hold that place, the army is in high
gpirits, the Boers were repulsed again on
Toesday snd their heavy guns dis-
mounted and British- reinforcements are
now at hand. By this day week Gener:l
White ought to- have fivs thonsand ad-
ditional soldiers at his ditpisal, and
reinforcements will arrive at the rate of
four or five thousand a day from that
time. Unless the Boers are able to
score & decided victory during the next
six or seven days their last chance will
be gone,

The recent dissster to the British
arms gave the French an opportanity of
showing ther real feelings fowards
Great Britain. They were delighted
when they learned that 2,000 British
goldiers had been killed or captured;
they will be down cast to a cor-

responing degree when . they
learn the true demeneioes of the
disaster. As for the Germana their

¢ flicial prees is haetening to expliin the
necessity of Germany cultivating the

he had endeavored £ fight his way back Pl
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good will of England. The Germans
will not walk into the trap set for them
by France and unaertake to imtervene
for the bemefit of the Transvaal Boers.
That would be playing the French game
too well and it looks now asif the French
would have to piay it alone.

The statement made by Lord George
Hamilton, secretary of state for India, in
a speech which he msade Wednesday
will attract sttention. He said that the
ultimate victory of Great Britain is cer-
tain and that “when the terms which we
as victors will propose to the
vanquished sre knowa foreign na-
tions will see that the main cause
which hes forced wus to embark
upon this conflict is not a desire of
pecuniary profit or of territorial aggran-
dizement, baut & determination to eman-
cipate avast terrritory for the common
benefit of mankind from an ignoble and
dexrading tyranny,” These are good
words, but it is to be hoped that they
do not mesan that the two bogus Scuth
African republios are to be allowed to ex-
ist an independent atatee. That would
be throwing away the fruits of victory
#0 that it might be necessary to fight
these two republics over again. The
only safe course will be to make them
parts of the Britieh empire either as
new ol nies or appendices to the col-
onies now existing in South Africa.

It was announced last Thursday by the
war office that commaunication with
Ladyemith had been interrupted for
gome hours, but that this was not re-
garded as in any way confirming the
rumor which comes by way of Brussels
of & complate investment of Ladysmith
or of the captare of Cclenso. To cut the
communications between Ladysmith
and Darban is a feat that might be easily
sccomplished by an enterprising enemy
with & comparatively emall force,
for it .comld be done by
the mere ouiting of the telegraph
wires. Boer sympsathizers in Natal
might do this, although it would be &
risky operation for them, To interrupt
the c: mmunications is one thing, but to
capture Ladysmith is another. The best
military expert opinionisthat Ladysmith
is in no immediate danger, even if it
shall be surrounded by & Boer srmy ef
30,000 men. We publish elsewhere the
opinion of the military critic of the West-
minster Gazstte on this point,and the rea-
sonswhichhe advancestojastify hisviews
would geem fo be sound. Thie cpinion
is supported by that of Msjor W Liam A,
Simpson, chief of the military informa-
tion division of the United States army,
who, in & statement which he prepared

to the capture of the fwo battalions and
the mountain battery, seye:—

“The Boe s hold positi-ns exfendirg
overan area of 180 degrees from the
west around by the nortr, fo the east,
ave in excellent form, encouraged by
success, and greatly superior in num-.
bers. 1t should be their plan to mct
with the greatest vigor, bring all their
forces to besr and crush Sir George
White’s army before he can be rein-
foreed. ;

“T'wo courses are open to the Britisb..

One is to withdraw southward toward
Pietermariizburg while the way is still
open. The other is to holid their ground.
The choice would depend largely, it
m;nld seem, upon the gqnestion of sup-
er,
“ft would have been the part of pru-
dence to lay in a large ateck of provis-
ions, and this has probably been done.
It is said that the water supply has been
cut off by the Boers, but this cccasions
no anxiety, as an ampla supply
can be got from wells.. If this be true
Sir George White shouli be able to
maintain himself on the defenaive until
he receives reinforcements direct from
tbe southoruntil t e army now on ita way
from England makes it necessary, by an
advance across the Orange River into
the Free Btate, for the Boe:s to with-
draw to protect their own territory.

“The British operations thus far, while
defensive stragetically, have been cflen-
sive technically. The outlock does mot
seem to be gloomy for them, notwith-
standing the capture of the t%0 ba $al-
jons and one battery. They have al-
ways proved themselves strong in jast
such situations, and I do not see why
they cannot hold their pcsitions indefin-
itely.”

Thia is the opinion of a disinterested
observer, and it will be generelly ac-
cepted as accurate, .

General White, in his account of the
operations around Ladysmith mentioned
only eleven battalions as being engaged,
alihough we know that there are four-
teen in Natal. The other three bat-
talions may not be with him, but at
Pietermaritzburg, the capital of the
colony. If in the latter place they wounld
gtill bes available for the relief of the

force at Ladysmith.

The foclizh attempts of the Conserv. -
tive leaders to make political capital cut
of the question of sending s Canadian
contingent to South Africa, and to induce
the public to believe that all the patriot.
ism of Canada is in the Conservative
party, are only worthy of contempt. The
people of Oanada are not o easily fooled
as Sir Charles Tupper and his lieutenants
geem to think. They have not forgotten
that it was a Liberal government that
gave Great DBritain a preferential
tariff, nor will they forget that
it is & Liberal government that
is sending & Canadiaa ccntingent across
the sear. They will also have to recall
the fact that when the eo called “nation-
al policy” tariff went into force in 1879,
and it was etated that this tariff womld
be ivjurious to British connection, it was
the Torcnto Mail that replied “so much
the worse for British connectior.” The
Torouto Msil was thes acd ia now the

for the New York Herald, after referring |

were compelled to surrender.
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SHOREY'S CLOTHING

PRICE

$8.75

This Garment ‘Made to order” by a Tailor though
perhaps ““not to fit” would be $17.00.

is not made to order, But
made to fit, and every thread is guaranteed.

THE BEST VA LUE
IN THE TRADE.

SHOREY'S :

* Heavypblack worsted cheviot

ULSTERS

WELL LINED,
WELL MADE awo
EXCEEDINGLY STYLISH. 2

sssurance to mccuse some members of

the Liberal party of lack of patriotiem.
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The Toronto Globe calls attention to a

faatareof the despatchof a Canadian con-

tingent to South Africa which has not

sufficlently emphas‘zad —the remark-

done. The British milita-y authorities
are receiving great credit for the rapid
manner in which they mobilizad
their army corps and despatched it to
South Africa, but even greater credit ie
due to the militia department of Canada
for its good work in connection
with the despatch of the Canadisn
regiment. The British regiments,
which wers sent to South Africas,
were already in existence, and their
training had all been in the direction of
being ready for any emergenecy, but the
Canadian regiment was non-existent
when the order came to raise it. Yet in
jaat fourteen days this regiment was
raised, equipped, officered, clothed apd
sent on its way to South A frics, although

hundreds of miles to 1esch the point of
embarkation, while the Manitobe men
had to travel 2,000 niles and the British
Cclambia men more than 3,000 miles.

After much delsy, General White bas
been able to farnish the British war

| office with the numbers ki'l:d and woun-

ed in the engagement on Monday, when
portions of the Royal Irigh and Glouces-
ter regiments and the mountain battery
The num-
ber of k L'ed was 60, of whom six were
officers, and the nomber wounded 240, of
whom nine wers officere, This
makes a toial of 300 kilied
wounded out of a8 force
that could mnot have exceeded
750: These figures show what a gallant
defence the beleagnered soldiers made,
and it wil! invest thelr surrender with a

desds of the victors. Such a defence is
in iteelf & trimmph, and it w:il go down
into history linked with the charge of
the Light Brigade at Balaklava and
other great wailike achievements of the
Byitish race.

The guestion of seading another Can-
adian regiment to ths Transvaal is being
discussed all over the dominion.
Whether another regiment is to be sent
or not will depend wholly on the British
government, for no doubt one has been
already offered. A second regiment
could be raised much more rapidly
than the firat because there are hundreds
of good men now only awaiting & chance
to go to Bouth Alriea to fight
the Boers. We doubt, however, whether
a second regiment would be accepted for
Great Britaln ha# men enough now on
their way to South Africa to finish the
busine:s, and th: principle of Britain’s
greatest colony, Cana ia, being a partner
in the defence of the empire is quite as
well established with one regiment es
with twe.

A Daublin despatch states that when
the news of the surrender of the Gloucee-
tor and Irish Raciments was received in
thet city the mors extrems Irigh Na-
tionalists mede no at!empt to concesl
their delight at the defeat. The Even-
ing Telegraph gaid: “The big bully tr -
amphant is no lovely spectacle. The
big bully beaten ia the very acme of dis-
grace, The feeling of the righteous re-
joicing at the triamph of the forces of
liberty is mingled with regret that Irish
suliiers participated in the disaster of
the oppressor.” The Evening Herald
paid: “The idea of Ebgland menacing
Russia in Manchuris or meefing her ad-
vance on the Indian frontier is a bit
laughable after General White's mes-
sage. Fancy opposing real soldiers with
the padded chests of the Gloucestershire
regiment.”

P e il
Ireland contributes more sclidie:s to
the British srmy in proporiion to its
population than any other pa:f of the
United Kingdom. A} the end of 1897
the population of l:9'and was 4551 723
and the number of Irish moldiers in the

ermy was 26374, England snd Walea

' leading Conaezvative organ of Canada ‘bed 91,0635 inbabitants, and con-

and with this record ageinet it has the I

atls celerity with which the work was |

nearly i Il the men had to travel many

halo of heroism which will cntghine tke |

tributed 158,166 scldiers to the army.
Scotland with 4218279 inhabitant far-
nished only 16485 solaiers, As actions
speak louder than worvs these figures
show that the true feelings of the Irish
peopla towards the emyire are not imlly
voiced by scme of the nationalist newee
papen,

Shediac’s Contribution.

The’ residents of Bhediac have sub-
scribed $90 to the fund for the New
Brunswick volunteers, and this amount
was received: by His Worihip Mayor
Sesr: 12st evening with the following:

letter:—
Smepiac, Oot. 30, '99,
E. B8Eags, Mayor. .

Dxar 8in—Enclosed plesse find P, O,
order for $90, being the offer of the
people ot Bhediac to the provincial fand
in aid of our worthy scns, who are just
gone to fight cur-battles in Africa.

I enclose a list' of subscribers for pube
lication in & paper of each shade of
politice. .

I'am yours, etc.,
Jas, FRIER,

The subscribers are: R C Taif, W A
Rassel , $10 each;. Chas Harper, E J
Smith, O M Melanson & Co, J Frier, $5
eack; Jas Webster, $250; J D Weldon,
E A 8mith, John M¢Fadzen, J C Bray,
Dr L Belliveau, Rev A 1T Bert,
Seoator Poirier, C A Dickie, Poirier,
Doirion & Co, Gordon Dickie, W R
Wood, $2 each; J G Wilber,J N Bourque,
F A Borden, RevJ Howie, J A Marray,
8 O Charters, J C Roberts, H D Archi-
bald, W J Wilber, Joa Moore,
G L Welling, Arthur G Bateman, Jas
McQueen, M B Bteeves, E E Moggrudge,
A G Lawtan. Stead Black, W Avard, $1
each; A J Webster, $1.50; C C Hamilton,
$2, F Robideaux, B G Burnes, H Mc-
Donald and John Stone. Jas Milne,
John McHaffle, 50 each; P L. Breau, A
s Legere, 25 each.

Why not decide
to use our

Metallic
Ceilings andaWalls

r‘((!/- P
G 4

There is nothing better, nor noth-
ing else as good fer interior finish.

They offer anent beauty—
don’teycnck ogerm drop off—can be
readily cleaned—don’t need renew-
ing—and are Fire proof and Sa-
nitary.

Wemake countlessartisticdesigns
to suit every requirement—and they

may be applied over plaster if
n * s ptio’ in new limildimgs
plaster is not used.

Think it over, and if you'd like
an estimate, mail us an outline
showing the shape and measure-
ments of your ceilings and walls.

METALLIC ROOFING CO., Limited
Manufacturers, TORONTO.

W A Maclauchlan, Selling Agent,’St. John

FOR BELLEISLE.
Steamer Springfield

havirg been rebuilt under the supervision.
of the most grmotlosl government inspectors,
will leave North End, Indiantown, ever
TUESDAY, THURSDAY and SATURDAY,
at 12 0’clock, local time, until further notice,
for the BLUE WATERS of the HBELLEISLE,
scenery unsu sed, calling at the inter-
mediate points on the river and Belleisle, re-
turning on aiternate days at 1 p. m. Freight
and fare low 58 usunal. accommodation.
Meals at all hours, Walters in attendance
fad a good time may be axgeut.ed.

All orders attended to with promptness.

Thanking our patrons for past patronage
and hoping for a continuance of the same,

‘J] G. DOWNEY,
Manager.

P.8.—~Excursion thronih tickets ave issued
on Saturdays, good to return until Wednes-
day following.

Practica
Work.

Follow.ng and alterna¥ix g
with instruction in meth-
ods and prinoiples keeps,
our students always iu an-
tisipation of ** What Comeq
Next” givesbrightnes and
variety to our course of
stuay and provides that

t{lo best possible use is made of the students
time,

This is what e
ables us to comy
plete our very ful
course of study in
80 short atime.
Send for catalogue

e o o

S. KBRR & $0a Gdd Falews' Hail.
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