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i Why Callest Thcu Mc Good.”

It has been contended by a skephcal criticism that
the words of Jesus recorded in Mark 10 : 18 and in
Luke 18 : ig imply on the part of the speaker a
sense of mgral imperfection, and are therefore incon-
sistent with of his sinlessness. But
such an interpretation is surely as unnecessary as it
is inconsistent with the claims of je:us to a Divine
Sonship, his assertions of spiritual authority and the
entire absence from the gospel narratives of anything
which would indicate on his part a cousciousness: of
guilt or any feeling of repentance toward God.
There seems to be nothing clearer than that the
evangelists believed that be concerning whom they
wrote was wholly Iree trom any sense of moral im-
perfection and absolutely unstained by sin. It is
perhaps the most cardinal and irrefragable proof of
the essential truth of those unique biographies that
the story which they tell
with such a conception
than the simplicity

the doctrine

is 8o entirely in harmony
Nothing is more evident
of these narratives. What we
have is not one narrative constructed with supremely
subtle art with the purpose of setting forth the ideal
of a faultTess being, but several narratives set forth
by men of simple minds and unpracticed pens with
the common purpose of preserving as much as pbﬂsi-
ble of the record of the words. and deeds of - one
whose personality they were compelled to  bélieve
transcended all buman limits.,, What we have is
not & great artist’s portrait of the Christ, but :a
series of photographs taken. at many different
moments and from many -different points of view,
yet, when studied separately and in relation to_each
u‘ther, giving an idea of a beéing so unique  and
transcendant in simplicity, sin goodness and in
spiritual authority, that no human artist could ever
have imagined such an ideal and given it so incom-
perable expression,

It is a most remarkable fact that, in respect to
their testimony concerning the moral character of
Jesus, the evangelists should be so self-consistent
and consistent with each other. They presest him
under many different lights, in many circumstances
and in relation to the different classes of people with
whom his constantly active ministry brofight him
into contact or into conflict. And yet, whether he
walks by the tay or sits in the house, whether he
converses with his disciples only or preaches to the
throunging multitudes, whether it is an hour of peace
and calm or whether his soul is wrought upon by
some tremendous spiritual emetion, whether he
-8eeks to lead some friendly and honest inquirer into
the light, or is face to face with the maliguant
bigotry and murderous hate of scribes and Phar-
isees, whether he is in the hands of friends or in
the hands of enemies, whether it is'in the house at
Bethany or the last supper with his disciples, or
whether it is the betrayal, the agony of Geth-
semane, the ignominy and condemnation of
Pilate's Judgment - Hall and the final scen.e
of the supreme tragedy,—yet through all
and amid all, the evangelists neither by direct state-
ment nor by imiplication attribute to him aught, in
thought or word or deed, that' does not go to confirm
the apostolic declaration that he was ‘‘holy, unde-
filed and separate from sinners.’” Granted the
Divine Sonship of Jesus and assume that the evange-
lists were, as they professed to be, men who sought
to present a simple record of facts as they had
known them or as theyv had received them from trust-
worthy eye-wltneuu and m—mt.neuea. and this
. platereof thesisies Chrisbla Jpwiiibl. b isde
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these men have imagined and paintéd the picture of

this sinless and supreme Personality among the sons
of men, whom more and more with the passing cen-
turies the world iscoming to recognize as the Son
of God? But granted the sinlessness of JesusChrist,
and all is granted. For if the picture of Jesus
Christ which we find in the gospels transcends
human power then we can have no difficulty in be-
lieving that its original was more than human.
Then belief in the incarnation and the resurrection
become most reasonable, and the possession of mir-
aculous power by the Lord or Life a thing to be ex-
pected.

But to return to these words of the Master spoken
to the youung ruler, ‘‘ Why callest thou me good ?
There is none gocd but One, thatis God.'' Evi-
dently the purpose of Jesus was gently to rebuke a
manner of speech that did not sufficiently weigh the
import of the most significant words, and at the
same time to bring the eayger questioner face to face
with the profoundest verities. He seems to say to
the young ruler, '* You come eagerly to me, you
call me ‘ Good Master. You desire to be shown
the way of eternal life. You are right in connecting
goodness and life. For God who is the source of all
life is the embodiment of all goodness. His com-
mandments are good, they reflect his nature and de-
clare his will, they therefore minister life. You
huve kept the commandments? Yes. And still
you have not that full assurance of eternal life which
you desire, an you have come to me for something
which you could not find even inthe holy law.
Come, then, you have called me ‘ Ggod Master,’ I
will put your confes§ion to the proof, and I will
not put it to shnm‘;ékeceive my command. -Go
sell what you havedhd give to the poor, and you
shall have treagnre in Heaven, and come and follow
me."” Surely this was no shrinking back on the
part of Jesus from the appelation Goop as applied
to himself. It was telling the young ruler that he
had spoken more wisely, more truly, than he knew,
and bidding him have the faith and courage to act
upon the word that he had uttered, the confession
that he had made, that in Jesus there was a revéla-
tion of God richer and more authoritative than was
contained in the Mosaic commandments,

And these words of Jesus— Wiy callest thou me
GooDn ? have for men today a meaning as true and
as important as they had for the young Jewish ruler.
How many there are who call Christ Goop, who
never pause to ask themselves, with any searching
analysis of mind and heart, what they mean by the
appelation or consider seriously whether they are
ready to accept the logical results which their pro-
fessed attitude to Christ involves! Does" one be
lieve that Jesus Christ is inany unique and supreme
sense the GOOD MASTER, then certainly ' there is
nothing for him to do but accept His commands,
however hard they may seem to be, there is mo
alternative for him but to become a follower of jesus.
If he were not worthy to be worshipped as Lord,
He could never be the Saviour of men. Keep your
fine speeches for sinful men: who can be pleased
with flattery. Jesus Christ does not ask for com-
pliments but for the heart and the heart’s truest
homage. Still to a vacillating, half-hearted confes-
sion the response of Jesus is—‘Why call ye me
Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say?"
Nothing is plainer in the gospel narratives than that
Jesus sought from men that in the fullest and most
absolute sense they should recognize and acknow-
ledge Him as the Good ,Master. His authority is
none the less absolute and compelling, because it is
not the authority merely of supreme power, but the
authority of SurrEME GOODNESS and INFINITE
Love. Does any man dare to say that Jesus Christ
was not good ? And if he was good in any real sense,
how can it be denied in the face of what the evangel-
ists declare of Him that he was good fn that supreme
and divine sense which demands the utmost hom-
age of the human heart ?
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Editorial Notes.

—The biography of the late Rev. James Chalmers
who, a few months ago, met death at the hands of the
natives of one of the cannibal islands of the southern
seas, shonld be a book of remarkable iuterest. Mr.
Chalmers was a man of noble and attractive personality
and pn-d througk many experiences similar to those
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—The fact that Dr, Martin who, owing to reactionary
influences in China, had been deposed from the presi.
dency of the Pekin University, has been invited by the
distinguished Viceroy Chang Chi Tuug to return to Pekin
is taken to indicate that the reform element is again
grining ground in Chiva. Chaog Chi Tung ls the aathor
of abeok of liberal tendencies, which has had a large
circulation in China, en'itled China's Only Hope. Dr.
Martin is & missionary of many years standing. He is
intimately acquainted with Chinese affairs and deeply
versed in Chinese learning, as hir two very notable booke
entitled respectively, .4 Cycle of Cathay snd The Lore of
Cathay, abundantly (oltl’y.

~A note received from Mrs. Churchill dated at
Bobbili, Iedia, Wrch 18, says, ‘' Mr. Churchill is away
on a long hard journey by ox-cart to the feverial, tiger-
fnfested comntry of Jeypore, to interview the Maha
Rejab, ip regard to land st Rayagadda for a-mission
compound. Also to see if anything can be done to pre
vent him from taking the lands awny from our Christians
at Chekpagoorda, which is determined on, by his Ameen.
at Rayagadda, We are all continuing in prayer bere at
Bobbill, for his safe return, and successful visit and in-
terview with the Maba Rajahof Jeypore. Writing to
him would be of no avail, seeing him in person was the
ounly thing left to be done, so Mr. Churchill started on
Mra. Churchill reported the heat at time of
writing to be 99° in the shade,

—According to the statistical tables contaiped in the
American Baptist Vear Bookf for the cnrrent year, re-
cently published by the American Baptist Publication
Society, the number of Baptist churches in the United
States is 44,453, &8 gain for the year of 494. The total
membership is 4 269,063, aga'n of 35837, The bap-
tisms for the year were 207,515, or 10 280 more than in
the previous year, there were added by leiter 101,213 and
by experience 50 397. The losses were, by death 42,571,
by letter 83 711 and by exclusion and erasurd 83 711,
The of Sunday is 27,211 a galn of 2 on1
and the number of scholars 1 843 46, in of 48,649.
The value of church property increased during the year
from $88 146 386 to $89 389 9y2. The contributions for
church expenses, missions, etc , increased from $13.790,-
299 63, in the preceding yesr, to $14 138 195 28, The

ibuted for state missi was $364,422 79 for
home missions $356 669 39, for foreign missions, $462 -
402,92, for Bible and publication work §53 519 81, for
ministerial education $210,637 91, and for miscellaneous
The smount contributed for
church expenses was $10 958,371.95 and for Sunday
school expenses was §548 007 48.
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—The Iate Dr. T DeWitt Talmage, who died Apr. 12, at
the age of seventy, was a man of conspicuous, rather than
of eminent, ability, In respect to popularity at least he
was one of the great lights of the American pulpit, With
the exception of Beether, no American preacher, we
suppose, has sttracted larger congregations, and, without
any exception, none has commanded a wider andieuce
for his published dis Dr. Tal ‘s preachi
was hrgely upon evavgelical themes, it was gnpblc
ornate, eloquent, forceful and did not depart from the .
paths of traditional orthodoxy. But the impression of
his preaching and of his ministry in general lacked much
of that which belongs to the best preaching and the most
infinential minictry, In respect to qualities that make
for popularity Tal may be cl d wi‘h such men as
Spurgeon and Beecher and Brooks, but his impression
upon the mind and conscience of his time was by no
means stch as theirs, and when hereafter the roll of the
great preachers of the last half of the nineteenth century
is called the name of Talmage will scarcely he found
among them,

—=It ie interesting here to note some thinge which lead-
ing religious journals have to say of Dr Talmage dn con-
nection with their notices of his decease. 7he Owtloot
says : ' Dr. Talmage's most noticeable gift was bis pic-
torial power ; the intellectual element in his sermons was
not marked, his spiritual insight waa not profound end
his ethical standards were seriously guestioned, His
m were dunktly mphic in {llustration, and theic

ial vivi d for him wide hwiq where-

mr he chose to speak.”
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7p P of Dr. Talmage as * the
typical sensational preacher in America.” ** He posses-
sed the merits and faults of bis class. He was doubtless
earnest in his faith and in his desire to bring men into
the Christian life. He had,unusual power of descrip-
tion, with a free control over both the hamorous snd
pathetic elements of oratory. He could make people
laugh and cry. By an infirmity of his mind, of which
he tobk sufficient advant: he was ble to see the
value of the verities, and he felt under no obligation to
investigate the trath of what he could use to effect in an
address. He was bronght to trial for falsehood and wss
successfully defended before his presbytery by Dr.
M-ﬂr.m.thumdlmd The Independent. .
+ He was a lovable, kindly, brilliant, itresponsible man
-ummpawmmumm-
who left behind mwk




