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.session of the N. Y. Methodist confer-

Tux Baptfite in Germany received
1,533 into their churches last year by
baptism, an increase of 211 over the |
previous year, The raising-of $400,
000 to seoure; the original offer of $600, |
000 from Mr. Rookefeller and the $150,000 |
from Marshal Field, of Chioago, is near
ing completion. Un April 1st but $90,
000 remnined to be raised. Mr. Gates is
in the East seeking help, and is meeting
with sucoess. Chicago Baptist Univer- |
sity may be considered a fact. The
Baptist Home Mission Hociety of the
United States bhas ended the year with
$40,000 on the right side of the ledger. |
How will it be with our H. M. Board ?

= Vassar College is expected to re-
ceive $650,000 from the estate of the late
john Guy Vassar, Some sedate,
woll-dressed gentlemen seated them
selves among the ministers at a recent

enoe, and listenod devoutly to all that was
said. “The brethren” found to their
cost, after they had left, that they were
pickpockets. The editor of thie Christian
Advocate pathetically adds -~ Not. until
the final selection of the inmates of the ;
New Jerusalem by infinite wisdom will |
the “wicked cease from troubling.” =
The statistios given by the authorities of
the Romish echurch clsim 138,213 ad-
herents among the negroes of the South-
ern States. The bishops all complain of
the_difficulty of keeping them true to
Romanism. They sre very much in-
clined to become Baptists or Metho-
dists. «——— The Congregationalists of the
United States have had a gain in mem-
bership of 18,02¢ during Iast year,
and now number 475,608 Thére
are more than 9,000 native Christians in
the Presbyterian churches of Japan.
== What greater evidence of the
geniality and worth of Dr. Dollinger,
the great leader of the old Catho
lic movement, than, that~afforded by
the fact that little children used to rush
out of cottage, or from the fields, when
he was out walking, to greet him and
kiss his hands ! The youngest son
of the savage who murdered John Wil-
liams at Erromanga, is preaching to
crowds in New South Wales, and his
oldest son is an earnest inquirer.
There are about 12,000 Swedish Baptist
church members in the United States.
=== Dr. Hamilton, in an address before
the Methodist Conference in ng York,
stated that the deficiency in “alaries to
ministers of that body from 1833 to 1873
amounted to $5,450,000. Methodists are
not the only ministers who are thus
robbed of the small amount promised
them, and who have to suffer it because
it was promised by a church and not by
an individual, == Hon. Francis Way-
land, of New Haven, built'a chapel for a |
mission station, and the time
came to organize a church, he and his
wife became constituent members. How
many struggling city interests would be-
come strong, if only some able members
of wealthier churches would but follow
Dr. Wayland’s example ?

- o -

when

—Foretax Missiox Boarp.—The Foreign \
Mission Board of Ontario and Qaebec |
have two more missionaries under ap-
pointment. Bro. A. A. McLeod from P.
E.I, and Geo. H. Barron, and another
name is before them. They have s&lso
adopted a resolution, urging upon edu-
cational institutions the providing of a
special course of study for those who
wish t0 serve as missionaries and are un-
able to pursue a full college course.

— Goop News.—Dr. Murdock, corres-
ponding secretary of the American Bap-
tist Missionary Union, reports :

“The total liabilities of the Missionary
Union for the year ending March 31,
1890, were $448,001.63, or $42,393.30
more than in any previous year ‘of the
wociety’s buwr and the receipts were
$441,019.57, Ienvmg a debt of $7,942.06,
which is $231.50 less than the debt of
last year.” This will be welcome news
%o the churches, and especially to the
missionaries in foreign lands. The good
work is to go forward. -There is to be

and' not retrench t

— A Fearvur Inpiormesnt.~The fol-
lowing is the armignment of the liquor
traffic upon which a committee of Con-
gress r i that a co) ion be i

would they not court the inquiry so that,
the disproof of them might be made ap-
parent ?

— Mowrmoxisu.—It would be & mistake
to suppose that Mormonism in Utah is
well nigh overthrown. It is true that
the Mormons have been defeated at Salt

| Lake City and in another of the chief

towns, and  the new legislation of Con.
gress bears hard upon their peculiar in-
stitutions. At the same time they rule
in 22 of the 24 counties of the territory.
and in 250 of the 278 election precincts.
Still the tide of imm:gration is setting in
strong, and this will give the anti-Mor
mon element gradual increase which
must, in the end, make it puramdunt.
The efforts of Eastern churches are also
telling in the same direction.

— Tax Exgupriox.—The Ontario legis-
lature-has passed a law doing away with
tax exemption of the salaries ahd dwell-
ings of all clergymen who receive a
larger salary than $700. The land upon
which places of worship is built and
lands used for church purposes are also
to be taxed for local purposes. The
Baptists took the lead in the movement
to abolish exemption, and are ready to
make “the separation between church
and state still more distinct. It is a
great wrong that certain denominations
and churches having great revenues from
Iands and buildings should be relieved
from the burdens made necessary by the
conditions of the time, thus making it
necessary for others to make up the
want thus created.

~— BuswmissioN aNDp Trust.—The ground
of all true submission to God must be
trust. When we are buffeted By waves
of trouble, when our hearts are sore with
bereavement, when we are blindly grop-
ing in the darkness of mysterious provi-
dences, how could we be submissive did
we not have faith in the divine righteous-
ness? But ¢his submission by which we
merely aocept and endure the strokes of
the rod of divine chastening, is but the
first step upward out of the valley of
humiliation. We would have it otherwise
if we could. It is only that it mast be so
that we submit.
trust will lift us above this lower groun
It will make us aceept what God appoin
be it ever so trying, so heartily, that
we would npt have it otherwise though
we could. We are so assured of God's
love and wisdom, that we let ourselves
lie restfully in His arms, even when our
spirits are quivering with fresh made
wounds, and it seems as if our very souls
were crushed to death ; because we are
certain that God would havo spared us
the agony if He could and not have en
dangered some higher good. We can
also feel that God's will is our joy, and
we would rather have His will wrought
on us and in us, even though it be at
cost of sacrifice. How blessed this com-
plete absorption in the divine Will, by
which we can rejoice to suffer ever, and
have the thought that our will and God's
are one, rather than Imve relief and plea-

| sure by having our wills apart.

— Pramvry Srarep.—Dr. Van Dyke, a
noted divine of the Presbyterian church,
recently delivered a series of lectures to
the students at Princeton, the most
noted Presbyterian college of America.
The Observer, one of the oldestand most
represem.ative Presbyterian  papers,
‘makes the following approving reference
to one of these lectures :

“In the fourth and the last lecture the
church membership of infants was mag-
nified, yet not beyond its true propor-
tions. The children of believers are in
the covenant, they are born members of
the visible church,. they are to be bap-
tized, not in order that they may be re-
generﬂed but upon the assumption
that they have been regenerated. They
are to be regarded as the children of
God from infancy, and so treated and
early encouraged to come to the Lord’s
table."— New York Obsérver, March 20,
1890.

This then i8 the dootrine of the Pres-
byterian church, as endorsed by such
high authorities. Regeneration by bivth
from Christian parents, is the teaching
here, as plain as words can make it.
How muach better is this than regenera-
| tion by baptism? As a contemporary

appointed to inquire into the whole fear- |
ful business.

Reports from domestic sources indi-
cate that the liquor traffic causes four-
fifths of all the crimes committed, wastes.
one-half of taxation, causes the exp«n(h
ture-of $300,000,000 a year in drink, in-
capacitates, mentally and physically, half
s million poo{.)le for labor and business,
causes three-fourths of the pauperism of
the country, is responsible for the fear-

then Robert Ingersol and any
number of the worst blacklegs and
scoundrels are among the regenerate,
for they are of Christian parentage.
The Armenians have an easy way out of
the difficulty of infant regeneration by
assuming that this grace has been lost ;
but the Calvinistio Presbyterian has no
such a way of escape. With them it is
once regenerste always regenerate. All

ful .incresse in insanity and imbeel
and does no goad to anybody.

Of course the liquor men resist the ap-
pointment of the commission. They pro-
fess to believe these charges to be al
most utterly false, and yot they want no
investigation. Common sense psople can
draw their own inférence. If they were
convinced the charges were largely false

¥

the drels and blasph , there
fore, who have had Christian parents, are
in & state of regeneration during the

commission of all their orimes. This is
all vory, very Ry, as it shows to what &
perversion of (Miristian dootrine people

will be driven rather than yield an un
soriptural practice, or to find some ima

ginable ground for it. Haptism so evi-

-

dently symbolizes regenersation,
the subject of it must become re-
generate some way. So Episcopa-
and Catholics« make it give
the regeneration it signifies, the Metho-
dists fast taking the ground
that all children are born regenerate,
and hence can claim the ordinance, and
now the Presbyterians, who baptize only
the children of believers, declare that
these are regenerate through natursl
birth from Christian parents. Baptists
still have a high and holy mission pecu-
liar to themselves. If we mistake not,
there is to be a very severe struggle over
this regeneration by birth idea, which is
coming more prominently to the front
as the bedt ground for the defence of
infant baptism. It will be well if we
ever keep in mind that we have a
special mission.

lians

are

— AN INNovatioN.—Some churches in
the United States are adopting the plan
of having laymen to lead the weekly
prayer-meetings. Not a little may be
said in favor of this innovation. It is
claimed that the meetings gain in ease
and sociability. The false idea that the
pastor is to do the chief part of the
speaking is dispelled, and all feel on an
equality. The brethren feel under greater
obligation to assist the lay Ie‘der, be-
cause of their knowledge that he is less
able than the pastor to carry along the
meeting alone. This plan gives more
variety to the exercises, as each brother
brings to the leadership his own indivi®
duality and ideas. It will slso help de-
velop the talent of the laity. Each
brother being notified a sufficient time
before he is required to lead, can' pre-
pare thoroughly and lay his plans. This
will stir his own thought and life, and
help him in his growtb into a better
man and a more ,efficient worker. This
would also relieve the pastor of a great
tax upon his energies. It might be said
on the other side, however, that the ser-
vices from week to Wggk would lack
unity under the new plan, and could not
be made to mass their power upon any
single purpose. Might not this be re-
medied, however, by the pastor having &

brought forward. :We esteem it one of
the good features of the Christian En-
deavor movement that it encourages the
members to lead in devotional meetings.
Might not a partial adoption of this plan
be helpful to our churches ?

Thoe “"Ci“”)“hi!hz;enenl oversight of the topies to be

.

The Offence of the Cross.

" Lot Him come do
we will belleve Him."

 from the oross, and
—Math 97 : 42

Persecution had reached flood tide.
The waves had rolled over God's Son.
Infuriated men had ushered in “the
maddest hour” of the world's history.
The wicked unconsciously expressed
here a univérsal fact, namely, * human
nature hates Jesus much, and his cross
more.” They cry yet, “ give us Jesus as
a man, but notas a crucified Saviour.”
They are offended with the doctrine of
the atonement. The cross in which an
apostle gloried, and by which the unbe-
lieving are exasperated, suggests the fol-
lowing propositions: (1) That Jesus suf-
fered as the innocent for the guilty ;
(2) That he gave His life, not for Him-
self, but for others; and (3) That He
died both as example and as substitute,
—and especially as ‘substitute,—for peni-
tent believers. These -propositions are
supported by a volume of Scriptures.
“ He was wounded for.our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities;
“ When we were yet without strength in
due time Christ died for the ungodly ;"
“Christ also hath once suffered for sins,
the just for the unjust, that He might
bring us to God” ; “ He is the propitiation
for our sins, and not for our's only, but
also for the sins of the whole world "
“Ye were not redeemed with corrupti-
ble things, but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot.”

Thus the way to God and holiness is
the way of vicarious suffering. There is
no ather way. We are shut up to one
view of the atomement. “The blood of
Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us
frow all sin,” and “ without shedding of
blood there is no remission.”

The cross in the atonement is perhaps
not more hated than the cross in our duty.
This latter proclaims the necessity of our
death to sin. It offends the Pharasaical
by telling them that they must be born
again. The cross in the hands of the
gospel preacher thus becomes the sword
of the Spirit which pierces eoven to the
dividing ssunder of soul and spirit, and
of the joints and marrow, and is & dis
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart. The law is not less severe than
the gospel. The former looks. to the
life; the latter looks to the heart. The
law says “ thou shalt not kill " ; the gos-
pel says whosoover hateth his brother is

o murderer;: The law says “thou shalt

o
that

pot commit adultery "'; the gospel says
he who casts a lusiful glance hath com-
mitted adultery already in his heart. The
gospel wounds before it heals. Jesus
says “ think not that I am come to send
peace on the earth; [ am not come to
send peace, but a sword.” He Midreuel
the vicious in strong language ; “ye ser
pents, ye generation of vipers, how shall
¥6 eacape the dsmnation of hell 7"

It has sometimes been urged that
preaching against sin awakens a latent
curiosity, and thus tempts men to com-
mit sin for the sake of investigating and
proving it for themselves. If this is
good reasoning, it is unsafe to label ar-
senic or strychnine as poison because it
will awaken curiosity, and induce men
to drink the poisonous dose to learn its
deadly effects. It would be a great blun-
der to tell the boys that Niagara Falls is
unsuited for bathing purposes, for their
awakened curiosity would lead them at
the first opportunity to leap into the
seething waters of the mighty cataract.
This argument (7), though it is some:
times urged with great persistency, is
too absurd to merit further considera-
tion.

Another objection to faithful preaching
isthat it leads the people to think that
the pulpit is trying to injure them. If
the pulpit is established for the purpose
of pleasing men, the objection is valid ;
but if the pulpit is designed for preach
ing the gospel, the objection is worthless.
When men preached against slavery, the
slaveholders said, “ Let us alone; do not
persecute us.” When temperance work-
ers denounce the saloon trade, the sa-
loonists say, “ We are doing a legitimate
business, the oranks are persecuting
honest citizens.,” When the sins of the
people are faithfully told, the ungodly
ory out, “parrow minded,” “bigots,”
“we've outgrown the Bible,” etc. This
is advance ground. It is a wonderful
spectacle that confronts us here,—Jesus
persecuting a guiltless (?) world.

Truth is always aggressive. The cross
discloses and deelares human guilt.
Herein we discover the genesis of all op-
position to the gospel. “Thisris the con-
demnation that light is come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather

light, because their deeds were

» Repentance is offensive because

it doaands that men must turn away

from their sips. Baptism is even more

offBasive because the form of its admin

Istration symbolizes our death to sin and

life to righteousness. Paul's motto is

ponsidered too exclusive for modern

time, “ One Lord, one faith, one bap
tiam."

Lastly, the cross is most offensive in
ils relation to our desting. The strongest
resistance to the truth is waet here. As
leng as the human heart retains its
pride; “ future punisbment " ‘will form &

itful field for polemical strife. Men
::q the ‘ great gulf fixed” which sepa-
rabes Lazarus from the rich man. They
imprecate the Judge who pronounces
the last sentences, “ These shall go away
into everlasting punishment, but the
righteous into life eternal.”

Shall we then flatter the wicked, and
eourt their applause, by crying, “ Peace,
peace, when there is no peace ?” Shall we
tell them that the theatre, the dance hall,
and the card table are not fraught with
perils? When Rome was invaded by a
famine, the Emperor Nero brought a
ship load, not of provisions to feed the
starving, but of sand to be used for
gladiatorial shows. And shall we cease
to warn men of their eternal danger, and
truckle to the ungodly for theirapplause?
Not until we get a new Master, and an-

other Bible. Durets.
= — o bl
v
The Sources of Peace.
BY REV. P, 8. MOXOM.
“How shall we find peace? Some

think of death as a release; but simply
to die is no sure cure of our disease. If
to die were to cease to be, then there
are moods when that secms the supreme
good. But peace is not found in owning |
life a lost battle. There is something in- |
axpressibly repugnant in the thought |
that we have come through this strug. |
gling, passionate, powerful life just to end |
in nonentity. If to die is but to live |
elsewhere, then death, though it change |

circumstance, does not change person- t

A.hly. The secret of peace is not in our
cirotinatances, Wealth does not give
it j poverty does not give it.
not found in stoicism ; a certain peace
may be found in the suppression of |
Jife, but not the pesce for which men ‘,
long ; that lies above wselfsuppression, |
sbove philosophy. 1t is not gained;by |
& vain attempt to run away from life's |
perplexitios, but by finding ite nuhh-t[
oh, mmhyolmn-hnghull

arge as his oapacity, and u5
enduring as his king. 1t is the truth ut
gored by the Psalmist when he oried,

Peace is

‘Leld me w the Ronk mc is blgher]
than 1. It is the truth underlying the
invitation of Jesus, ‘ Come unto Me, all
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest' ¢My peace I give
unto you,' and how? By disclosing unto
us the Father, the Infinite. good, snd by
leading us to Him.

“Underlying this trnthmgﬁupe1l all
those special truths, which relate to con.
duct and experience. We shall find
peace only in finding the supreme,
reasonable authority of Infinite wisdom,
holiness and love ; by finding in God our

baolute end, and in dinating all our
aims, affections and desires withi this oné
énd.

“Itis » simple truth, yet difficalt to
learn, the losing of self, not in selfsup
preasion, but in love for God. It is not
giving up the many legitimale ends of
thought and affection, but Wfng them
to the height of God's gread purpose,

conseorating them and g our pas
sion upon them ;-not by 10 love,
but by loving more purely | by nar

rowing life, but by broadeningit. 1f we
once conceive of God as . Love and
Law, and render to Him supféme faith,
love and obedience, then we find »
divine purpose in our life, Ppeace be
comes a sweet obedience. ® should
make our aims, loves, snd enterprises
one with God's law, and then pour the
heart's passion om them. JIn this
way, we co-ordinate the msberial pur
suits of this world with the highiest intel
lectual and spiritual pumm I.hnon
has become a pervasive, M lpim,
selfishness disappears, not biy & forceful
suppression, but by a

to a force of pure passion ;
not as an earned result of

a8 the very atmosphere and ony of
a life that has found its II' its su.
preme end. God mustbe $ilin all to
us in such a sense, that ing in
life is worth more and e be.

cause of Him.

“ Harken to the Menu o{
God ; trust the divine goodness; yield
to ﬁc divine authority which he revea’s
in Christ, and your peate will be as a

river, and your righteamsness as the
waves of the sea, filling the soul with its
bealing and cleansing tides.”

BY A WAYFARER.

That single effort by which we stop
short in the downward path to perdition
is itaelf & greater exertion of virtue than
a hundred acts of Justice.— Goldsmith.

o,
.

My son, if sinners entice thee, consent
thou not. Surely in vain the net is
spread in the sight of any bird.. Discre-
tion shall preserve thee, understanding
shall keep thee; to deliver thee trom
the way of evil men, from the man that
speaketh froward (hmgn Ini all thy ways
acknowledge Him, and e shall direct
thy paths. He that being often reproved
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be
destroyed, and that without remedy.—
Proverbs.

Strang.”

O that man should be such a fool as to
put an enemy into his mouth, to steal
away his brains.—Shakespeare
As bees fly home with loads of treasure,
The minutes winged their way with

pleasure ;

But pleasures are like poppy’s spread,

ou seize the flower, its bloom is shed ;
Or like the snowfall in the river,
One moment white, then melts forever;
Or like the borealis race,
That flits ere you can point the place ;
Or like the rainbow’s lovely form,
Evanishing amid the storni.— Burns,

Surely the church is the place where
one day's truce ought to be allowed to
the discussions and animosities of the
world.— Burke.

Discontent is the want of self-reliance,
it is infirmity of will.— Cotton,

Temperance puts wood on the fire,
meal in the barrel, flour in the tub, money
in the purse, credit in the country, con
tentment in the house, clothes on the
back and vigor in the body.— Franklin.

It is not till we bave passed through
the furnace of affliction that we are made
to know how much dross there is in our

composition. Cotton.

God will send the oross where there is
a “needs be." R Forter

Those who defer to the death bed de
a8 good as to say “ Lord, 1 will give Thee
something when | cans keep it no longer "
Happy is the man who is his own exeou
tor.— Biskap Hell.

lsk/
y Ll

W.B.M.D.

“Be ye stesdfast, Immovable,always sbound-
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch
a8 ye know your labor is not in vals
in the Lord.™

PRAYER TOMIC FOR APRIL.
“ That the treasury miay be filled."
Mal. 3:1

From Bobbill.

The following extract is from a letter
written by Miss Fiteh to her mother,
dated from Bol/bili, Feb. 2, 1890 ;

In my jow fiey thither from Bigili |
was not exagtly sttended by & train of
camels, but | was preceded by quite &
train of bullook biniies, contaiming all
my worldly effects; Mr. Clrurchill snd
several natives being in cliarge. Maw,
Churehill and [ followed in the jinrick
shaw which Is & (wowheeled coversd
osriage deawn by ocoolies. We lefy
Bimili at 8,15 & w., anil renchod Vislan
agrain, our first stopping piace, befween
twelve and one. (The distance betwesn
these two plyose i sixteen miles) By
this time the sun was very hot and we
ware giad (o stop for rest and food. Owr
resting place was the mission property
ot Visianagram. Mr. sod M. Higgios
being still in Bimili, the bungaiow was
unooccupied, with the exceptioh of some
native servants who were in charge. So
we went in and took possession of the
deserted palace and made ourssives s
comfortable as circumstances would
allow; and that was folerably comfort-
able, seeing there were chaims to sit
upon; a table to eat from, and cots 40
lie upon, yes and servants to wait wpon
The building is large and rambling
— there being in all X rooms—and parts
of it are considerably out of repair. But

o

can be made very comfortable indeed
m;t is, the part ®hich Mr. sod Mis.
Higgins are to occupy.

We left Visianagram about 4.30 p. m.
Our next siage would be 12 miles, and
for this distance wé got & fresh supply of
fresh coolies. During thisstage nothing
of great importance happened, except
that the sun sank out of sight, and &
young moon appeared in the vault above
us, and the dust rose in clouds and
choked us 8o that we had to hold some-
thing over our mouths. Between 7 snd
8 p. m. we reached Gudjspatanagram,
The drew our jinrickshaw over to
one side of the road, we lighled » lan-
tern, bung it to the top of our jin, de
ecended and procesded to make our
selves as comfortable as possible by sit-
ting on the soft side of the shafts, wbif.
we partook of our evening mesl. The
coolies meanwhile coolly sested them-
selves on the ground, soon others joined
them anl with one sccord they all
watched attentively each up.and down
movement of our mouths.

» It was a weird scene indeed. The
pale light of the little moon, the deepen-
ing shadows, the tinkling of the bandie
carts as they passed, the flickering light
o('(hol:ntarn, swinging in mid air, par
tially lighting up the faces and forms of
the dusky natives. Also in the distance -
were native huts, with fires kindled out-
side for the preparation of the evening
meal; the forms of the men and women
a8 they moved about their tasks, being
distinctly outlined pgainst the larid
light ; and to complete the scene, Mre.
Churchill and [ seated on the shafts eat
ing our dinner, she with a cap on her
head and the ears tied down under her
chin, and | with a large white handker-
chief knotted under mine. Don't you
wish you could have seen the picture?
It was worthy the brush of an artist.

The next scene was almost as good
A little after midnight we reached our
third stopping place — Rambiidrmpoords
—do not get discournged.-and as we
were much overcome with drowsiness,
we made bol:l to alject 10 having the
shafts of our jn dropped on the ground,
which would pitehing,
head-foremont position, S0 phe ecolies
drew us off the main ros I'Jlm s dis

tance to an unoveupied bungalow, |

place us in &

got out and assisted thom in tying our
shafts to the roof of the low versnds
Then some of the men took the lanters

and went to the village to get more
coolies for the mext stage Muradam.
Meanwhile the remainder of "the men
stretohed themselves on the verands shd
went to sleep, while | clambered into
the jinrickshaw and_ We
slept in u sitting posture, with the car
riage tipped backwird &t an agle of 23}
degrees. But we were thankful for even
that kind of . When we finally
reached Bobbili, at § a. m., Firdey morn
ing, haviog scoomplished & journey of
53 miles 20 hours, we- were glad
| enough to bave & bath, and l»’.p lb—'
sleep of weary travellers

il likewise.

rest

in

Every good and bo‘{dm‘n, though it

Policy consiats in serving God in such
& way as nob to offend the de 7 - T,
Fullg.

may lack the form, tmth in laell the
| sabatance and fSree of prayer with God,

for He regards sa-penyer the wiches and
| meanings sad sighings of the heart.




