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dving us the thief upon the ¢ross was, yet
i e vepented of bis sio, snd turned bin
fanoe 1o Cliris believingly, be weuld find
wtornal lite, 1 should do this with all my
benrt, rejoicing that | lind such a story to
1ol 10 one 9t the gates of eteruity
But 1 do not think, dear friends, that
the anty speciality about the thief is the
Inteness of his repestance. - So far from
being the cnly porat of interest, it is oot
even the chief goint.  To sotie minds, at
any rate, points will be even  more
reniarbal | want 1o show you very
briefly that there was o speciality u bis
oase wa b the means of  biv  conversion §
wecomidly , w speciality in s fuith ; (irdly
o wpmcialis » the result of his it
wh was Lere below ; and, fourthly, a
y in the prowise wou by his~ faith
' i Paradise.

(— tw i
61 Firet, then, | think 3 wught 10
wetice very eatefully the singnlarity and
aqweinlity of ¥
THE MEANS

by wisich the thief was converied,  How
do you thivk it was? Well, we do not
koow. Weesunot tell. It seems 10 me

that the men was sy uoconveried, impeni-
tent thief when they sailed him w0 the
eroes | becatse one of the evangelists savs,
o “The thieves sbeo, which were cruck

with Him, cast the same iv His teeth "I It
would apgenr that by some means or other
this thief wast have bees converted while
be was on the croms, Assuredly nobod
presched » sermon 10 him, no evangelisth
address was delivered at the foot of his
crons, snd no meeting was held for special
peayer o kis sccount. He does not even
sevm 1o bave had an instruction, or an in-
vitation, or an expostulation addressed to
hitg ; aod vet this man because 8 sincere
sod sccepied believer in the Lord Jesus
Chirist

What do you think wust have converted
this goor (hief ¥ 1t strikes me thet it may
bave been—it must have been, the sight of
our grewt Lord and Saviour. There was,
o begin with, our Baviour’s wonderful be-
havior on the road 1o the cross, . Perhaps

the robber had mixed up with all sorts of

saciety, but he Lad never seen o Man  like
this. Never had cross been carvied by o
Crowe-Bearer of His ook sod fashion.
Surely that march slong the Vis Dolorosa
be first part of the. sermon which God
thot bad pinn’s

ws
prremchied b

henrt
s GoRFEL

When e saw the Baviour surrounded
by the Boman soldiery—saw
tiosers bring forth the bammers.and  the
naile, and lay Him down opon His beck,
and drive the nails inth his r:.‘a. wod feet,
thin crucified crimmal wus startled and as
tonished ax be heard Hin say, “ Pather,
ve thewis ; for they koow not whai they
10" " He himeol! probubly, had wet Li

with & curse; but he heard
wallie & prayer to the {
ud, 85 & Jow, e he probabl

MLt maneTs

i what wos mennt by sueh

i did wstound him 16 Jiea
His murderers. Who ¢
oy ed Certaialy not
- g of urnel, who, on  the
. . e
v wrath of God upon th

# not have §

wed, sed | maapapose b ha
den in thive Innguages

b mfh ng of the Jow
was his litthe Bibie

wid be intorpeeted it by

ol the m.l;t-«.um Put
- tha! sirsage

1 ermm lovebimons, all pationce
wid oll mapesty vhal eirmage pregor, sl

w ihis sngelne issoription, surely he
who knew the Old Testatment, o | have

v dont e didy would sny 1o laself, ' 1s
He? bethie truly the King of the
lews Tiie 1o e whe wropght snimmoies
wod rmised the dend, wnd that e was
thee Bon of God ; w5t 8l tree, and i« Ho
really our Messiah T '
Perndsentyre, thes dys
Gumpel oat of the lips of
Thiey said, = e soved olhers.”

thie/ rend the

thought he, “did be save others? . Why
4..:& e ot save me ™ Whet & graed
g o Ghmpel thist was for the thsef -

He sved others 1”1 thiok 1 oould swim
0 heaven on that plank~* He saved
otliers | becanse, if Hle suved others, He
con of & sarety save me.  Thas the very
m* that Uee rnemion disdainfully threw
ot Chirist would be gospel (o this poor dy-

the exeen- |

horint"s endibes. |
AR

Recollect, too, that st that moment
when the thief believed in Christhall the
disciples had forsaken him and fled. Jobn
might be lingering at a Jittle distance, snd
Holy women may have stood tarther off,
but

NO ONE WAS PRESENT

bravely to champion the dying Christ,
Judas bhad sold Him, Peter had denied
Him, and the rest bad forsaken Him; and
it was then that the dving thief called Him
* Lord,” and said, “ Remember nie when
thou comest Tntas Thy kingdom." 1 call
that splendid faith. Why, some of you do
not believe, though you sre surround
with Christian friende—though you are
urged on by the testimony of those whom
you regard with love ; but this -man, all

e, comes outand calls Jesus his Lord!
NG ove else was confessing Christ at that
moment; no revival was around him with
enthusinstic crowds ; he was all by himself
#8 & confessor of his Lerd.

And., it seess to me that another point
adds splendor to that faitb—namely, that
be himself vas in extreme torture. Re-
member, be was crucified, It was a cruci-
fisd man trusting in & crucified Christ. Oh,
when our frame is racked with torture,
when the tenderest nerves are pained,when
our body in hunﬁ‘up to die by we know not
what great length of torment, then ‘to for-
get the present and live in the future is a
grand achievement of faith | While dying
10 turn one’s eve to Another dying at your
side, and trust your soul with Him, is
very marvellous faith. Blessed thief, be-
cause they put thee down at the m,
a8 one of the least of ssints, I think that I
must bid the conie up higher aud take one
of the upperniost seats among those who
by faith Liave glorified the Christ of God !

Why, see, dear friends, once mare, the
speciality 6f this man’s faith was that he
saw 50 much, though his eyes had been
opened for so short a time! He saw the
future world. 7
in aonihilation, or in the ibility of &
man's ot being immortal. He evidently
expected to be in snother world, and to be
in oxistence when the dying Lord should
come into His kingdom. ﬁe believed all
that, and it is more than some do nowa-
days. He alwo believed that Jesus would
have a kingdom, a kingdom after He was
| dead, a kingdom though he was crucified.
| He believed that he was winning for him-
| self & kingdom by those nailed hands dnd

pierced feet. _This was intelligent faith,
| wasit not?  He believes t Jesus would
bave & kingdom in w
| share, snd therefore he red to have his
| portion in it. Oh, dear™ims, if any of you
| have thought of this dying thief only a«
{one who put off repentancé, | want you
now to think of him ws one that did great-

others would

ly wnd grandly believe in Christ ; and.obh
that you wou'd do the sume !
111, Bat now, thindly, ss God
how you another »pe
15 HEst
faish. Oh, |} uy
you e, the dying
but then he was not Baptised. He
went 10 communion, and never join
"1 He could not do either
Giod Bimselt senders ims
1 ble to un. He 4 lemand of us
Hewas nniled to the crom; how could he
be baptized T But he did & great deal mbre
than that ; for if he ot caery out the

e most manifestly exhibit
I they signified, which
n his condithon, was better still
Thip dysg thief first of wll confensed the
Tord Jesus Clirint
essence of baptisns.  He confessed Christ
16l e not acknewledge Him 1o kis fellow
thief 1t wae as open & confession ae he
wkd make . Did he not ackoowledge
Chried before all that were gathered around
he crome who were within hearing? It
wus as public o confession as he coufd pos-
wibly onuse i to be. Yot vertan ocow-
y - fellows olsim to be Christisns,
hough they have never confessed Christ
o s sagle persos, and then they quote
{thin powr thief & o excuse. Are they
wailed 10 & oress? Are they dyingin
sgony? Oh, wo; and yot they t o if
| they eould olaim the exemption which
| thewe clroumstances would give them.
| What & dishonest piece of business! This
| man onme out, then and there, sod made
| ik open an avowal of his faith in Christ ae
was powsible

! GORPEL WORK
| The voxt thing he did wes 10 rebuke kis
| fellow sinner e apoke 1o him in answer
| t0 the ribaldry with which he had assailed
our Losd. 1 do not know what the uncon-
vorted vouvict had been dlasphemously
waying, but his converted comrade spoke

very hooestly to him, * Dost not thou
fear God, seeing thou wrt in the same con-
demination 1 A‘nd we indeed justly ; for

we receive the due reward of our deeds:
but this man bath done nothing amiss.”
It is more than ever needful ib these days
that believers in Christ should not allow
#in Jo go unrebuked ; and yet & great many
of them doso. Do you not know that s
person who is silent when a wrong thing
s said or done may become & partic pator
in the sin? If you do not rebuke sin—I
mean, of _.*‘od all ﬂ: mbm, and
in & proper t~-your silence wi ve
consent (0 the sin, sod you will bean r
and abettor in it, f

See, n, snother mark of this man’s

I dage say it may have h?rnul
He was not a believer im"uﬁfﬁﬂ'ﬂwen coaverted aud have gone

and that is the ‘very |

years, it is fifty years, with
wince the Lord ﬂlone-i out your ains, and
et you are not with Him in Paradise.
%‘hnre is something for us to doin the wilder
ness, and o we ;:s kept out of the heaven-
Iy garden
I'well remember‘m Mr. Baxter said
that he was not in & hurry to be gone to
heaven; and & friend called upow Dr.
John Owen, who had been Wwriting sbout
the gk.yyho( Chirist, “Ld asked ;‘in what
he thought of going to heaven. Thint.grent
diyine replied, “I am lonftng to be 1
“Why,” said the other, “I bave jost
to }dylr. Baxter, and he says thi
would preferts befiere, since he Oy
that he oan be more useful on i
“ Oh!” said Dr. Owen, my brother Bgtér
is alwaya full of practical godliness, but for
all that I eannot say thut I am ‘wt all
desirous (o linger in this mortal state.
would rather gone.” Each of these
men seems o me 10 have been the half of
Paul., Paul was made up of the two, for he
was desirons to depart, but he was willing
to remain because it was needful“for the
ple. We would put bovh together, snd,
m Paul, have a strong desire 10 depart
and to be with Christ, aud yet be willing to
wait if we can do service to our Lord snd
to His Church.
SHORT

8till, I think he has the best of it who
is converted, and enters heaven the #@me
wight. This robber breakfasted with the
devil, but he dined with Christ on earth,
and supped with Him in Paradise. This
was short work, but blessed work. What
4 host of troubles he escaped ! What a
world of temptation he missed | What an
evil world he quitted! He was just bomn,
like a lamb dropped in the fleld, sn
then he was lifted into the Shepherd’s
bosom straight away. 1de not remamber
the Lord ever saying this to anybody else.
that

WORK

home at ence; but I never heard of any-
body that hid such an assurance from
Christ a8 this man had: “Verily, I say
unto thee ;" such &« personal sssurance :
“ Verily, I say unto thee, To-day shalt
thou be with me in Paradise.” Dying
thief, thou wert favgred above- many, ““ to
be-with Christ, which is far better,” and to
be with Him se soon !

Why is it that our Lord does mot thus
emparadise all of us ut once ? It is beganse

theed is something for u- 1o do on  earth,
My Lrethren, are von duing it?  Are vouw
| il 11 Bonw gowl people are still on
|4 int'why ¢ But why ¥ Whatis the

7 1 vennot make it It

they teeid the Lord’s people;*what
are th nw? They get up in \the
morning « their breakfast, and in
| due cour reir dinnernand their sup

|

per, and go 1o bed and sleep; at pmrw
) next morning, anddo
previousday, Is thishiv

I« this life ? Itdoes not pome

honr they get

ae &

i this be the life of God in
wan?  Of Christisn ple, do Justity
| your - Lord in keeping you waiting here! !
F B ik o histiie T et by sorving
Him to the utmost of your power? The
Lord help you 1o do so!  Let us begin to
live if w been half dead. May the
Spirit of G mething of us yet, so
that we tha ndustrious servants
from the labors of the vinevard to (he
| pleasures of the Paradive! To our once
| erucified 1 be glory and ever!

| Amver
& To an Honest Inquirer

| uy

DORE L. CUYLER, 0. I

,When & person is thinking seriously aind
earnestly nlmul the welfare of his soul, he
does not want to sit down to a treatise on
theolegy. He wants practiosl direction,
not philosophy—the plainest truth in the
plainest language. BSuch s person sendp
me this question : ““I read in the Bible
that I must believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ if I wish to be saved. - Please tell
me just what the faith és what I must pos-

sess.  Lam wot an infidel; I believe the
Bible, and all that it says about Jesus
Ohrist. Is this faith enough? If not,

what is required of me ? T want to do what
is right.”

Perhaps other readers of this journal
way be raising the same questions, and, in
replying to 'one, I may offer & word of
guidsnoe toall. This short, but vital word
~Faith—has fared like a rose in the
bands of & botanist. It has been pulled to
pieces and analysed until the beauty and
the very existénce of the

. It is the simplidity
of fuith that often puzzles people, and per
db:xu pussles you. You are studying a

nition when you ought to be perform-
ing an nct, You are worrying your brain
when you ought to be yielding your heart.
It isnot a doctrine, it is s deing that must
save you. It is & great advan and one
for which you may feel grateful, that you
assent to the teuth and the divine lulhom{
of the Bible; you believe in the * record
God has given. ' But this is only an intel-
lectual not. It can po more renovate the
soul thao a bare belief in the existence of &
Divine Being. God’s Word distinetly de-
olares that, except you repent, you cannot
be saved, and that without boliness (which

re- | Teat or

floor of one of those lofty apartment hous-
o8 over in New York. As a protection from
the danger of fire, you procure & stout rope
%o, lower yoursely by, down to the pave-
ment, You may have perfect faith in that
rope as made of g bemp, and well
braided ; yet the rope lies nnused under
your bed. But suppose that at- the mid-
night hour, you heard the terrible alarm
of “fire!” and, coiling that rope fast to
your furniture, you swig out of the win-
dow and Yower yourself down into the strest.
My friend, dou’t you see that your life is
saved—not by believiog in that rope, but b
trasting youfself on thit T The o
opinion youpgeviously had of the rout
rope now gives place ta positive act of
grasping it, and clinging to it, agd to it
alone until you are on the ground. That
is saviag faith. - Even so you must realize
your oeed of havibg your soul saved—
which you say that you do alresdy admit.
Then you must let go of every other reli-
ance, and put your trust eatirely on the
Lord Jesus Christ,
yourself to him as the Aton«r for your sins,
#+ the Pardoner of your sivs, as the Giver
of all strength, ag the source of your inner
life. *““He that hath the Son of God hath
life eternal.” But you cannot have until
you lay hold of, or accept; and that isa
voluntary aot. Chrst declared that “as
many a8 received him,” should me the
chlildren of @ed. Reoeiving him fis an act
of the soul. Every description of salva-
tion in the New Tastament implies some
doing on our t. Baving faith, then, is
not & mere orthodox belief; it i8 a trans-
action, by which you attach your weakness
to Christ’s inflaite strength, _voli‘r 'rﬂinleu
to his ninj s r whole soul to
him n’;:rdu‘: l:mryﬂn‘, your owner
for this world and for evermore. The
“Analysis” or Cougress Water which is
posted up over the aprings at Baratogs
may induce you to try it; but the water
caanot do yow an antom of good until you
sotually drink it

“Must I not pray? Yes; but prayer
is the act of the heart in speaking to Ged,
confessing ain and asking for help. “Must
I not repent of sin ™ Yes; but the only
genuine repentance is & turning away from
8in and this is the act of the soul. “Must
I notlove Christ? Very true; but faith

" bl
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You must entrust pbut ber mind was busy.

““ Mdther and Louise are -coming to-day,
and they want you and Mary to meet them
hére this afternoon. Be sure and have
Mary come. Tt will do her good. She
gets awsy from home #0 seldom,”

“ Mary,” said Aunt Hetty, smiling, “we
will have our * outing ’ as well as the child-
pingd

Oh, you mukt go, of course ; and Robert

will be gind to drive you over. Idon’t| Ruby,i8  sheep, ’ a
thiok he will be averse 10 u chat about | Nowpidg ~ 5 =
crops with Sarah’s hiusband ; but, really, T | PHo®' - 000 'cl}:g..inlﬂ « »
cannot leave the work to-day. The butter m roas, e »
has to be packed for the market to-morrow. y aet s -
aod, as the extra baking snd ironing wili 33 "L‘f“,{“ s 8
take all my spare time this forenoon, the | Ruby, 3 o map, -1
bunc;‘r must wait tll yon are all gone.” D:,’,:P‘:ﬂ“ sheep marg. ret, and map, ®
“ Now, mother, that’s too bad!" inter- | Diaw'd, 16 i %
posed her husband, Peatl, 3ivo, coam siadpy. T . auis
And'Jeannie said: *“ You ought togo, | do. 16 M. R et.and biwd, 160
some way,” Ml"‘:'ml. u‘ﬁ.. R, lep, 3
But the minds of all the matter seemed do. 18 Ll 3
settled. Only Aunt Hetty said nothing, Ng:ii = WAL ¥y 5% §
_ Piea,” § ' interlaaved, ref, 3
Arter Mary had gone fo the dairy to pers ‘l:':}L 8 PN T - 3
form the usual duties there, and the girls STUDWEY EoIT! - 5
were plnplnng for their morning tasks, M“;u.. for notes, llph"l‘ index, ::
:gf‘cn: led them to her, and asked, pleas- mmmz :
“‘{lo;v long is it, girls, since your last Ato,, M. R. -l
picnie?”
so;on:‘_, e had one last week, and had o u...'i%‘%m £i'5ea saue "c’
me, ¢ have one almost eve: ¥ » ‘w-
week, and to-day we are going to Miller's e !mhn'&?&n& - i
Yoland, And ien’t it nice that it’s such a Testaments.
beautiful day 4
“Woll,” said Aust Hetty, smiling, “how | Pio jémo., with Pesims fn mistre,
lon‘vinoe mother has hssn ionio 77 Brev, l8mo., * 0
“Why, I dont know.” 'Fhe question | Nonp3imo., M. R. ,‘:‘.},"’"“ of Paaims,
socemed like o revelation to them. “But, | Ruvy, som >
auntie, mother w!ould not care 10 go to our | - “’af” Slothy gt .
picaics. It is only real young people and Hme. X
childven who ,”vuid Lizzie, at Tast. vanmww'AﬂIL\ A-lll.‘..
“Yes, my dears, but dono’t you think wn'n.t gy Fromg oy hl-b'.; i
there are places that mother would like o | oug .,..3:'......:"“"3‘7-:
go?! Would she not like to go this after | the A »
noon to Cousin Sarah’s?” ¥ "“‘:‘ "%.; lota of
“Yos, I uupxne #0. But, Aunt Hettie, | 12 or more, we w .10 0. oft, -
what can we do? Stay away from the | Hes L

pm’v:ic, 80 she will not have the baking to
o?”

And the three young faces grew very
grave at the prospeot

“Burely you would be willing to deny
ourselves i for the sake of see

evidence of love is that you “ke«pr(,‘hnn'n |
commandments.” Then, my friend, begin
to keep them sl once. Jesus speaks to
ou through your conscienge. Do the very
%n( right thing which couscience com
mands, Fight the very first sin that you
wre tempted to commit. “Take my yoke
upon you,” says your Saviour, Then the |
old yoke of selfisl ness, of covetonsness, or
| senaual appetite, or cowardice that made &
beast of burden of you, must be thrown off
His yoke is “eany” beonuse it does not gall
your conscience ; wnd vou take I wpow you

|
works by love, and the one ind |
|

Just as woon as you oni honestly sy
“Now, Lord, what how hnve me %
vt o wha s
right.” Hitherto you hawe
been in the o sde of & arer, of an in
quirer, and at t heors toal be
Hever. 1 never L what faith wa
until T began wis the re
mnrk of & wan who beonme an eminent
Christin You wil ~hst it
the same 8 "

g ati

(which i ated dimo
bedience) begin to move. Falth is & vy
ture ; take i, just ue vyou would, take the
r of that burning house I may
vour whole duty—as far s the |
Goapel reveals » three points.  First,
[ you miust venture Yoward Christ. This

| will sake you away from vour old attitude

and sinful practices. Becondly, you must
venture on Christ.  Thin.in the entire trust
of the soul on him and him only. Eve
afterward, as long ne you live, you mus
venture for Christ. That signifies a life of
self-deuial, and courage, snd obeaience 10
him—a life of spiritual beauty and useful-
ness. - Are yon ready for these ventures?
Then underneath you will be the Everlast-
ing Arm
Brosxryy, N. Y

Aunt Hetty's Visit, and Its Results.

She ctme to the old farm late one June
evening, & complete surprise to the family.
It had been many years sinoce they had
#een her, so that to lie three girls—Jean-
nie and Lizzie and Nell, pretty, merry
lasses, with ages ranging from twelve to
8i. years—she was ouly adim memory.

ut it never took lopg to beeome ac-
quainted with Aunt Hetty. She was so
genial, with a tender smile which seemed
o hold a world of meaving, s pleasant
voice, and such mild blue eyes. The girls
felt at once that they had found a new
friend.

But lhm eyes were sharp
enough see many things, and before a
week had passed they saw just how the
family machinery ran, and, not liking its
working very well, resolved to oil the
wheels a little.

Now this is what Aunt Hetty saw, and
the she took to remedy matters.

Her brother’s family consisted of him-+
self-and wife, the three girls already men-
‘tioned, and two little boys of four and six
m. Their means would not admit of

help in the house, and with the dou-

ble burden of dairy and housework, poor
Mrs. Lewin seldom found s spare hour for
True, her dngun
such light dutiés s
ing; snd ng,

recreation
‘been trained to

| wisit instond of :lm.lﬁ:n. al bome ¥

| nie sitending to the chamberwork, Linzie

ironed d{- upon the rack to sir, aud was
Jjust cailing upon all to admire her work
door

over her face at sight.of the tempting pi
and cakes upon g
full of nicely ironed garments! How the
girls enjoyed that moment!
she found words to
bave you been downg
ed, “Itis the girle’ work, not mine,” words
can scarcely express their pride uéd plea-
sure.

the mother’s eyes a8 she turned 1o them
were “weorth more than diamonds,” as
Jeannie said when they were alone.

ered in the pleasant sitting-room, each one
ready to recount the pleasures
-'oon’, Mr, Lewin remarked to his wife :

ing mother having rest and plessure,” said
Aunt Heuty, serionsly. - Then she continn-
ed, smiling again : “Though I do ot be-
liove that will be necessary in this case,
But really, dear Jennie, do you not think
your eakes would taste bettor if you were
to make them yourself, snd that by the
menns your mother was having a pléasant
Aud,
L predty while dress |

Ldenie, would not ¢

| toel more comfortable, if you had ironed |

it yourself, with fike results 7 |

“Why, of course,” oried both girls. -
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“But, auntle, 1 never made & loat of mngry for Sale

ake,” added Joanule rustully m - .

\ “And | never did any fine lioning,” said | Price
iune Rogine Lathe JSngih ¢ M. awing 16
“Well, thore wiust slways be & ‘el 1n, fugl, . Blutadell, maker -

timne v das N o | Perts of hﬂzu‘- Enthe, P Nialsdoll,

X ‘I ‘uvtl\ g Now, ss | s her ARG, Plote oxcopting bed ™0

0 help aod teneh you, I propose (hat enoh | | nats Cutiar, will sut from b %0 K. Tor

shiall flolsh  her woming  work s Band or power, cost $88] withowt

soon & possible, and. then we will all go taps or disa . oo

16 the kitohen, snd while your mother 1s | | st Bngine, new, § b. p %

basy the daivy, 1 will show you how s | Masm Bngiae, new, | h. p "e

LY

fo the baking and ironing, while Nell ona |

Buiall Bagine Casitngs, i h. p., per set

press out the bays' Haen suits, which they 3
will need 10 wear, and by the time mother | E ML pE ot 43 DOOK l’TIET,

comes in

{mn» her

wo will have it all done and sur
Then she will be ready 10 pack
her butter, and after dioner we can all go
for our rest and pleasure, Now, -rl.n‘f
you think of my plan t*
“Bplendid I chorased the girls ragerly
And, after & moment’s bright chatter |
wing, sll were busy as bees, Jean

weeping and dusting, while Nell, with
Aunt Heity's belp; oleared the table” and
washed and put away the dishes.

Light haode make nimble fingers, and
#oon the quartette met in the kitohen,where
Aunt Hetty had taken care to have 8 good

ment of above
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forgot the smart of & blistered fioger, in
ber pride, as she hung nz the lnst, nicsly

li::nl;uig-. whien o
L Lewin Iw IIM L

Such a look of setonishment as spread
e table, and the rack
And when

y “Why Hetty,what
sad Hetty answer-

The tears of pride and apprecistion in

That evening, when they were all gath-

of the after-
“Why, mother, yotir visit must have
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