
THINK GIRL'S JOKE JOHN j0
cost WHITE'S life. SEMI - WEEKLY

NEW YORK, Aug. 10.—News and Im­
portant evidence providing a plausible 
motive for the killing of Stanford 
White has lately some into District 
Attorney Jerome's possession. The ink­
ling of the facts was conveyed to thé 
district attorney indirectly from Flor- 
enz Ziegfleld, a theatrical manager, 
who is the husband of Anna Held and 
who is at present living in: Paris. The 
story Is that Mr; White sent a note and 
a basket of flowers to Mrs. Evelyn 
Nesbit Thaw the afternoon of the 
shooting, and that the tragedy grew 
out of the thoughtless mischief of three 
chorus girls.

Mr. Ziegfleld met one of his New 
York theatrical friends in a railroad 
station in Paris a little while ago and 
the conversation naturally drifted to 
the Thaw tragedy. Mr. Ziegfleld, who 
knew Intimately both Mr.- White and 
Thaw, - expressed surprise that the au­
thorities had not yet got hold of evi­
dence which would go a long way to­
ward clearing up the mystery hereto­
fore cloaking the motive of Thaw,

“The tragedy occurred some days 
prior to my last trip from America,“ 
said Mr. Ziegfleld, “and I was full of it 
on my way over. It was the principal 
subject of conversation On deck and at 
the table. Among the passengers was 
a young woman very well_ known to 
the amusement loving New York pub­
lic, who was a prominent member of 
the chorus In one of my productions. 
Naturally we chatted and naturally the 
Thaw tragedy was touched upon. I 
knew that this girl was one of Mr. 
White’s acquaintances and drew her 
out. I found that she knew something 
which the district attorney would give 
a great deal to know.

GAVE MRS. THAW’S NAME.
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“She told me that she accompanied 
two other members of my old company 
to pay a farewell visit to Mr. White in 
the tower of Madison Square Garden 
the night prior to Mr. White’s death. 
They were to sail In a few days. Mr. 
White was not there, and as they were 
leaving the place an attendant asked 
what names he should'report to Mr. 
White as those of his visitors.

“ ‘Oh,’ said one of the girls, laughing, 
‘ you need only say that Mrs. Harry 
Thaw called.’

“They departed and pictured to them­
selves a dozen funny denouncements 
which might arise out of Mrs. Thaw’s 
vicarious call. Next day Mr. White, 
according to this girl, sent a neat little 
note to Mrs. Tljaw expressing his regret 
at his absence at the time of her call 
and despatched a basket of roses to 
her address. My informant believed 
that Thaw saw the roses, read the 
card attached and ! perhaps read the 
note which accompanied them. She 
was inclined to believe that Mr. White 
owed his sudden cutting off to the 
whim of a chorus girl, and, what is 
more, she appears to*zStlll regard the 
whole affair as a joke."
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CHORUS GIRL HERE NOW.
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HANDSOME MEDALS AT DIED ON BOARD 
STEAMER VICTORIAN

ST. SI EXHIBITION

The silver and bronze medals to be 
awarded the winners In /the competi­
tions provided in the Woman’s Depart­
ment and Manual Training Section-ef 
the coming exhibition will be more, 
than ordinary souvenirs. They will be 
of sterling silver value quite apart 
from the complimentary character at­
taching to them, and the distinction 
obtained by the winner, for masterly 
work. The medals will be won on 
merit alone, and there will be no “walk 
over” for the winner, as the best ef­
fort of every competitor will be ex­
pended In the several contests. On one 
face of each medal Is a reproduction of 
the Exhibition building proper, in re­
lief, , and around the Inside rim, over 
the design, are the words, “Canada’s 
International Exhibition,” and under 
the centre piece, “St. John, N. B.” All 
these words are also In relief. On the 
reverse of each medal the design is also 
happily suggestive an* consists of a 
laurel wreath with the wards “won by." 
In the centre is a smooth surface, on 
which will be engraved the name of the 
winner. The only difference between 
the medals consists In their material— 
they are identical In design.

The various classes- in- the 'Manual 
Training competition, which is confined 
to New Brunswick schools, are ten in. 
number, and have been' compiled by 
Mr. T. B. Kidner. the Director of 
Manual Training in the New Bruns­
wick schools. Besides the medals 
above described, diplomas will be 
awarded In some of the classes. In 
this competition it Is a certainty that 
the contest will be very keen and very 
close, as the competitors will naturally 
enough be desirous of showing to all 
some of the best specimens of their 
skill, and thus give an idea of what 
young New Brunswlckers are capable, 
showing also their inventiveness, In­
genuity, originality and resourceful­
ness.

The great fair at which this compe­
tition will be one of the features will 
open on Sept. 1st and will close on Sept. 
8th, Inclusive. It Is highly Important 
to remember the opening and closing 
dates, so that everyone may attend 
during the time limit.

Montreal M. P. P. Passed Away Mf

It Is know that this young woman is 
now in New York, having returned, it 
is said, at the request of Mr, Jerome. 
It is believed that she will be one of 
the most important witnesses for the 
people.

Harary Thaw complained greatly of 
the depressiveness of the air In the 
Tombs yesterday, and it was to the 
enervating weather that he had to atr 
tribute a brief visit he received from 
his wife and mother. After half an 
hour Mrs. William Thaw, was so great­
ly overcome with the heat "of the 
prison that she had to part from her 
son and seek relief In her apartments.

і

Wife Was on Board

MONTREAL; Q„ Aug. 10.—Word wai *i 
received from Quebec tonight that thé j 
steamer Victorian, which arrived in 
port with flag at half-mast today had 
on board the body of C. B. Carter, M.
P. P.. for Montreal, and a prominent 
member of the fclty council, who died 
on the steamer at 7 o’clock last even­
ing, when the steamer was between ! 
Fame Point and Rimouski. The de- : 
ceased, who was accompanied by hi* 
wife, had enjoyed fairly good health 
où the trip to Canada, but yesterday 
morning, while in the lavatory, had an 
apopletic stroke. The ship’s surgeon, 
assisted by several of the members of 
the British Medical Association, did all 
possible, but to no avail. Mr. Carter 
passed away last evening. The body j 
will be taken to Montreal on board the : 
Victorian, which left for that port at 
8 o’clock this evening.

KOMURA PRAISES THE
CANADIAN ROUTE

TORONTO, Ont., Aug. 10. — Baron 
Komura and gentlemen accompanying 
him were shown through the Citadel 
as well as other points of Interest yes­
terday. He expressed himself as de­
lighted with his trip, through Canada. 
He had no hesitation in saying that 
he declared the Canadian summer 
route from England to Japan is by 
far the best and quickest. "Why," he 
said, "you can go from Quebec to Jap­
an in sixteen days which is Just a lit­
tle over two weeks. He and his suite 
sailed on the Empress of Ireland last 
night.

SYDNEY MAN 
INSTANTLY KILLED

SYDNEY, N. S.,. Aug.. .10.— Daniel 
McDonald, aged 20- years, was instati" 
Іу killed at thé steel works at І0.3Й to­
night by being run over by a train

McDonald' was" employed at the 
works and jumped on the" front end of 
the dolomite car to bavé a ride. H* 
fell beneath the wheels and was crush­
ed to death Instantly. ...McDonald be­
longed to Port Hastings, Inverness

SUICIDED BECAUSE OF WORRY cars.

TORONTO, Aug. 10. — Mrs. Kate 
Bingley, aged 19 years, .wife of W. 
Bingley, a bookkeeper, thir city, com­
mitted suicide last evening by drinking 
carbolic add. She left a note asking 
forgiveness for her act.

The woman was about to become a 
mother and fear and worry over the 
event affected her.

Co.

GOLDFIELD, Nev., Aug. 10. — Joe

Sü: ,£ KING SENDS POTHAIT TO ME
night for the Nelson-Gans fight in this W
dty on Labor Day.

Gans agreed to accept $10,000 as his I OTTAWA, Aug. 10.—The King bU 
share of the purse under the following sent the governor general a large 
agreement : , t copy of a recent portrait painted or

Straight Marquis of Queensberry Mm by Luke Fields, R. A. The cop? 
rules to a finish. Is about six feet high and shows 1»

At weight agreed upon, 133 pounds, King In a field marshal’s uniform.
^^■at fiov*

!
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TO DISCUSS MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP.

DESMOINES, Iowa, Aug. 10. — The 
programme for the annual meeting of 
the American League of Municipali­
ties in Chicago on .September 26 in- 
eludes an open discussion of munici- 
pal ownership with Mayors Coates- 
worth of Toronto, Dunne, of Chicago, 
Adam of Buffalo, and others as speak­
ers.

weigh In at 3 o'clock. has been hung In the ball room 
Purse to be cut so that Nelson will emment House, 

get $20,000 win or lose, Gans to get '
$10,000 win or lose.

Gans and Nelson each to post with 
John S. Cook & Company, bankers, of 
Goldfield, the sum of $5,000 upon sign­
ing articles of agreement at Goldfield,
August 10 at 2 p. m.
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THE THIBETAN TREATY.

present .complications. The resignation Arms the explanation gi wrÿ| 
of the Marquis de Tovar, Spanish am- !“*Use of iords on May for-: j
bassador to the Vatican, was provoked Etizmaurlce under secre not!
by the Vatican. affairs- that the c°nven‘L?"ded W

The frequent and protracted absences a‘ter the arrangements conduce 
of the ambassador from his post ren- the Anglo-Thibetan treat.. 
dered necessary direct communication 
between the Vatican and the Spanish - 
government. The pope personally wrote 
to King Alfonso regretting the situation
and proposing a settlement. Although friend, when I had more’n a 
there undoubtedly are difficulties in. the men working for me.” 
way they eventually will be smoothed Tired Tim—"You don’t lookg* 
over. Still the event is unprecedented, man that ever had control of a 
A prelate, commenting on the situation sand laborers!" . t)l4yd
pointed- out the necessity of not only Weary Willie—“I didn't sa5 ^ 1 
the pope but the papal secretary being were laborers. They were 1
an Italian.

“Miss Anteek seems very deeply in­
terested in that ugly old musician,” 
marked Miss Gaddie.

“Tee,” replied Miss Knox, “I guess 
she mistook my meaning. I just told 
her he frequently made overtures.”— 
Philadelphia Press.

"Can you let me have a $2 bill, old 
boy?"

“Have I got a $2 bill? Oh, yes, here’s 
one. Ha, the corner Is turned down. 
What was that for? Now I remember. 
It was turned down so I wouldn't for­
get that I must keep the bill for my­
self. Sorry I can't oblige you, old 
man."—Cleveland Plain Dealer.

re-

tirne.
іWeary Willie—“There was thousa”

like s 
thou*;

“Was that little inclosure you sent the 
editor used?”

“Part of it."
“Part of it?”
“Yes, the: stamp.* was in the workhouse.”

TWO DEATHS RESULT OF 
SPEEDING AUTOMOBILE.

home, and there Зіе found ‘the lady” 
In the last stages of the disease. She 
wanted to say goodby and to offer 
thanks for the little kindness of the 
old days. _

From the Sixty-fifth precinct the 
prisoners are almost wholly Hebrews 
and some Polaks. Only last week the 
station was crowded one night to ac­
commodate a lot of Polak ' men and 
women, members of. the shirtwaist un­
ion who were on a strike and had 
been In a fight. There" wefe great do­
ings at the station house during their 
stay, for the other members of the 
union, to show their sympathy, sent 
in many things for the prisoners to 
feast on, and the smell of Bologna and 
sour pickles and soup was loud In the 
land.

:

NEW YORK, Aug. 9.—Two chauf­
feurs were killed, „txgo Injured and two 
escaped unhurt, when a new racing 
car= plunged -into a loaded farm wagon 
on Thompson avenue, near the Win­
field crossing of the Long Island rail­
road in Queensborough, tonight. The 
car is skid to have" been travelling not 
less than fifty miles an hour. The 
driver of the farmer’s 'Wagon was un­
hurt. He leaped pefore the crash.

The men killed are Wm. Waller, 23 
years of age, and Harry Woodcock, 
both of New York.

The men Injured and In St. John's 
Hospital in Long Island City are Fred­
erick Wressenbûrg and WilUarfl 
Brown, also of Manhattan. Wressen; 
burg has contusions of the back and 
a sprain of the spine. Brown suffered 
lacerations and abrasions of the face 
and a badly sprained left wrist.

The names of the other two men 
were not obtained, as they disappeared 
as soon as possible after the dead and 
injured had been cared for.

The car was a new ohé, which was 
taken out by Brown to try. It was 
in racing trim." The other" five went 
along to witness the test. There was 
no destination,' thé route being, along 
the Thompson boulevard. It was close 
to midnight and there was not much 
chance of meeting vehicles. The farm 
wagon which was struck was bound 
toward Manhattan. It was being 
driven by Herman Fricke of Elmhurst, 
and was loaded with general garden 
produce. The automobile was speed­
ing toward Jamaica, and those who 
saw it before the crash say It was run­
ning at very high speed.. Fricke saw 
the headlights flying toward him and 
pulled well over, but the machine kept 
straight toward him and he Jumped. 
Apparently Brown saw the wagon just 
too late. He swerved and avoided run­
ning into both horses, but he took the 

, feeet from under one of them and 
then crashed into the heavy truck be­
hind. The blow smashed the wagon 
and- overturned it, scattering the pro­
duce over the ground for a hundred 
feet. The horse that was hit was 
fearfully mutilated. Woodcock and 
Waller were hurled through the air 
and both landed on their heads and 
their skulls were crushed in. Wood­
cock was dead when picked up. Wall­
er was alive, and an automobile which 
came along and stopped for the wreck 
offered to take him to the St. John’s 
Hospital. The car reached there In a 
few minutes, but Waller was dead-

Waller was married a few weeks 
ago. A few days after his marriage 
his wife’s mother died.

NEW YORK, Aug. 9.-----Two young
women, Miss Grace Hynes of Brooklyn 
and Miss Margaret Bellwood of Hack­
ensack, N. J., were run over and seri­
ously Injured today while crossing 
Broadway at 38th street by an auto­
mobile driven by Its owner, Frederick 
A. Davis, a Baltimore manufacturer. 
Both are In the hospital, and It was 
said there tonight that Miss Hynes 
may die.

In all her experience Mrs. Cox de­
clares çhe has . never seen a ■ Jewess 
drunk. Spme of, them drink a great 
deal, but they are- too smart even to 
get drunk., Qne .day she asked one of
theta why that was, and the woman 
tapped her forehead. “We must keep 
clear up hate . or we don’t make no 
money,’
CASES THA'/'ARE HIDDEN FROM 

THE PUBLIC.

Mrs, Boylari, the matron at the Hum- 
bolt and Herbert streets station, who 
was for a number of years at .the busy 
Adams street station, has had some 
experiences of a different nature from 
Mrs. Cox. To Adams street come the 
aristocratic arrests from the Heights, 
the cases that are hushed tip and hid­
den from the attention of the public if 
possible, the shoplifter. clad in silks, 
the pretty young girl w*o has fallen 
into , the company of ■ gay crowds, an 
array of prisoners that -would Astonish 
the uninitiated if he should stray Into 
the station house some "night; and an 
array that would make his heart ache 
for pity.

Once there was brought in a young
woman exquisitely gowned, and her 
fingers and the bodice of her frock 
glittering with jewels. She had been-to 
a dinner at a cafe and there had been 
many different kinds of wines. As she 
came out of the cafe to step Into a cab 
she had fallen on the street and a po­
liceman had found:her. The matron, 
quick to understand the 'circumstances, 
stepped In and attended to things. She 
called an ambulance and was about to 
have the surgeon take the woman to 
the hospital, when the 
nounced that a policeman would have 
to accompany her to keep guard. Tlie 
matron wanted to ‘avoid the conspic­
uous, so she appealed to'a higher auth­
ority and :the matter 'was arranged 
quietly, the woman taken, Instead, to 
her home and a big scandal nipped.

One of the" curious cases of Intox­
ication that drifted into the station one 
day was of a woman who was drunk 
from paregoric. She was not one of the 
ordinary “drunks" either in appearance 
or in the effects of the drink. She was 
slender and refined, but she lay as If. 
heavily drugged. The -sergeant 
puzzled. He could catch no whiff of 
whiskey or brandy, but the matron, 
who had dosed her babies on- paregoric, 
recognized the odor of it at once. It was 
a difficult case to bring around, and 
after she had worked for hours a doc­
tor came rushing In, Inquiring franti­
cally for the woman, then he told her 
story. She had some internal trouble 
and had drifted, into the use of pare­
goric, which deadened the pain. Finally 
she got so she took quantities every 
day. Her husband finally had put her 
In this doctor’s private sanitarium, 
where she had been for six weeks and 
was, as the doctor thought, practically 
cured. He had let her sit -on the steps | 
one day and when no one was looking 
she had escaped and, stopping at the 
drug store on the corner, had bought 
twenty-five cents worth of the drug. 
After a search of hours the doctor 
found her at the police station and 
took her back to his sanitarium.

These are the ordinary happenings in 
the life of the police matron. - Their 
days and their nights are a ceaseless 
round of watching the intoxicated, of 
standing by to keep the suicide from 
her intention, of dressing the woman 
with delirium tremens, who tears her 
clothes to shreds in the night, of hear­
ing over and over the stories of wretch­
edness and misery and depravity.

sergeant an-

was

MAKES CHÂR6ES AGAINST 
ONTARIO MINISTERS

TORONTO, Aug. 10—The Globe to­
day says: -The mystery and suspicion 
which for weeks have surrounded the 
proposed granting of the Temiskam- 
ing and Northern Ontario Railway 
right-of-way mining rights to the 
Right-of-way Mininf Company at Ot­
tawa, a proposition favored by the 
railway commission and government, 
will be greatly increased by the sen­
sational statement issued last night by 

'one of the members of the syndicate.
This statement, which was handed 

out by John P. Dickson, charges that 
in the negtlations with the government 
following the public outcry.against the 
proposed concession, thé syndicate were 
asked to withA-aw their tender, where­
upon new tenders were to be called for, 
with the understanding that even 
though a new tenderer might offer up 
to $10,000 more than the Ottawa syndi­
cate’s offer of $50,000, the latter were 
still to get the concession.

The proposal, Dickson charged, first 
came from Cecil B. Smith, chairman of 
the commission, and was afterwards 
supported by Hon. Frank Cochrane, 
when members of the syndicate waited 
on the ministers In council and discus­
sed the whole question.

“This statement," Mr. Dickson adds, 
“was endorsed by Hon. Provincial Sec­
retary Hanna, and no member of the 
government present in the room offer­
ed any objection to the proposed ar­
rangement."

The syndicate refused to entertain 
that proposition, and are now asking 
that their regular original offer be ac­
cepted.

When the charges made by Dickson 
were laid before Acting Premier Foy 
and Hon. Mr. Mâtheson, the only min­
isters who could be found last night, 
they denied the statement regarding 
the $10,000, but admitted there had béen 
an expression that In face of only a 
nominal increase by a new tenderer the 
Ottawa syndicate’s offer should be fa­
vorably considered, In view of the 
heavy expenditures they had made.

KATHERINE GLOVER.

BLEEDING PILES.
"For two-years I suffered from bleed­

ing piles, and lost each day about half 
a cup of blood. Last summer I went 
to the Ottawa General Hospital to be 
operated on, but my old trouble re­
turned, and again I lost much blood. 
My father advised me to use Dr. 
Chase’s Ointment, and two boxes cured 
me. I have every reason to believe 
that the cure is a permanent one."— 
Mr. Arthur Lcpine, School Teacher, 
Granite. Hill, Muskoka, Ont. "

*

95-YEAR-OLD LOVER SUICIDES
MANITOWOC, wis.. Aug. 9—Failure 

to win the love of a twenty-year-old 
girl caused Alois Turklnsky, the oldest 
resident of the village .of Reedsvllle, 
this county, to take his own life. Turk­
lnsky was 95 years old.

The girl whegn he sought for a wife 
was Anna Kirch, a neighbor’s daugh­
ter. When tdld that he could not marry 
the girl the aged man crept unobser­
ved to a garret, where he hanged him­
self.

He leaves one вопг with whom he 
had made his home, and two daugh­
ters. His children, as well as the par­
ents of the girl were leagued together 
to prevent the marriage, and it was 
their ridicule that led the girl to refuse 
the old man’s,love.

CZ0L60SZ WANTS
TO BE A GOP.!

;

CLEVELAND, Aug» 9 — Michael 
Czolgosz, brother of Leon Czolgosz, the 
assassin of President McKinley, has 
applied for a position on the police 
force of Cleveland.

Michael Czolgosz has taken both the 
mental and physical examinations for 
the position which he covets. He has 
passed the latter with flying colors, but 
Is fearful of .the results of the former.

As a specimen of physical manhood 
Czolgosz ranks near the top. He lacks 
a quarter of an inch of six feet in 
height, weighs 194 pounds, and is well 
proportioned. His muscles stand out 
like cords and his strength is far 
above the average.

ENFORCES HEAD TAX.
A

* ST. JOHN’S, Nfld., Aug. 9.—The 
measure adopted at the last session of 
the legislature requiring all Chinese 
entering the colony to pay a head tax 
of $300 each, was put into force today 
by the colonial cabinet. The assent 
of the imperial ministry was secured 
before the step was taken. " The 
proclamation comes Just in -time, it 
is said, to prevent a scheme for the im­
portation of five hundred coolies into 
the colony.

“I wish I was half as beautiful as 
Шве Brown,” remarked the fair Edith 
to Mr. Green.

“Well, you are, you know,” replied 
Mr. Green thoughtlessly.
- Then he wondered why she suddenly 
rose and left him.

JL * JET*. Л. A ■

_^The Kind You Haw Always BoughtBeers the 
Signature
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OF THE Ж MATRON.
the police station. What had happen­
ed was that the two escorts, finding 
themselves burdened with girls too 
much intpxicated to know what was 
happening to them, : had opened the 
door of a

(Brooklyn Eagle.)
It was a quiet day in the Sixty-fifth 

Precinct police' station. Brownsville was 
behaving itself and the matron of the 
station had a whole hour to talk, with 
only one Interruption to wipe the tears 
from the eyes of a small, dirty boy, in­
duce him to tell the address of his 
home and send him on his way under 
the guidance of a foig strong bluecoat. 
And the matron, when she talks, has a 
few things to '.tell. She was thé first 
matron to be appointed In Brooklyn, 
fourteen years ago. and those years of 
dealing with women recreants have not 
left her without subject for conversa­
tion. In fact. Mrs. Cox says, with her 
good Irish chuckle, that she thinks She 
will write a.book of her experiences to 
make her tich after she retires from 
the Job of matron. The “boys"- have 
suggested it to her. The “boys" are the 
bluecoats, every one of whom in Brook­
lyn knows Mrs. Cox and has a Joke for 
hér or a word of guying when he meets 
her.
‘ She is a kind of mother to the force, 
having watched many a onO grow up 
from young patrolman 'to bearded ser­
geant. She has been at three or four 
6f the stations where matrons are 
placed and has seen In her experience 
a good bit of th»e bomberness and the 
seaminess of life.'Yet her Irish wit and 
her keen sense of humor have not been 
thé least blunted; They have been her 
best weapons in - her- work and have 
helped many of her “guests” over a 
rough place. '

Taking transients only and not asso­
ciating long enough with some of them 
to learn their ways, one can fancy the 
police matron must have quickness of 
perception and ready resources to deal 
with the varied frequenters of her 
hostelry, "who, as a rule, are not of the 

4 kind to accept ■ the situation with the 
best grace.

There are only sixty-seven police ma­
trons scattered through the precincts 
of all the boroughs of Greater New 
York, and the stations where there are 
matrons being the only ones where 
women prisoners are sent, each matron 

’ has the prisoners not only from her 
own hut from several neighboring pre­
cincts; To the Sixty-fifth- are brought 
thé women offenders from the Sixty- 
sixth, the Sixty-seventh, the Seventy- 
second and the Seventy-third stations. 
Mrs. Cox has an associate, Mrs. Beh- 
man. Saturdays and Sundays are the 
busy days at the station, and often the 
métrons have all the rooms of their 
tirilited lodging house filled with occu­
pants—noisy, hilarious, mirthful occu­
pants, or sulky, belligerent occupants, 
according as the varied natures are 
affected by the drinks they have tajeen.

THE DUTIES OF A POLICE 
. MATRON. -

Intoxication Is the usual charge upon 
which the woman prisoner is commit­
ted, with occasional charges of theft, 
of assault, an attempted suicide and 
now and then a woman whose hands 
have committed some bigger crime, 
homicide or Infanticide. Whatever the 
charge, they all pass through the sta­
tion house on their way to the jail or 
the penitentiary, and the matron has 
them in her care. She gets them fresh 
from their misdemeanors and with the 
stain of their crimes new upon them. 
She Is the first and often thé only min­
istering angel they know, for it is to 
the task of ministering that most of the 
matrons, womenllke, give themselves, 
with more heartiness than to the tech­
nical tasks of their office.

It Is their place to search the woman 
prisoner, to record her name, the time 
and circumstances of her coming, and 
to see to her temporal wants; but they 
never stop there. They are the confi­
dantes of the offender,-the persons to 
wh'ota the woirian prisoner turns to tell 
her story, to whom she looks for some 
word of help, of sympathy; they repre­
sent oftén the only connecting link 
with a better life, the old life that 
most of the offenders have "known. The 
man prisoner usually holds his own 
counsel, but it is the necessity of a 
woman’s nature to tell her troubles, and 
the matron is the person she naturally 
turns to, the only person she can turn

tenement house, shoved them 
in and left them there. The girls. had 
fallen immediately to sleep and one of 
the occupants of the house, stumbling 
over them, had reported to the police 
and had them taken to the station. It 
was a hideous night for those girls, 
used only to the niceties and refine­
ment^ of life.

When the next morning came, with 
Its Inevitable appearance at court, they 
pleaded not to be taken in the patrol 
wagon with the other prisoners, and 
the matron secured the permission of 
the sergeant to take them to court 
herself in the car, and arranged for a 
private hearing for them before the' 
judge. The circumstances related, the 
Judge let them off with some strong. 
words of admonition. Then the matron 
took the girls to their home, where 
they found a mother almost frantic. 
She had sat at the window all night 
waiting for them to return. The 
matron put in a plea for them and 
saved them the upbraiding ' that most 
parents would have poured forth for 
such an indiscretion. Now every 
Christmas since the happening there 
comes to the" station a gift from those 
two girls, a bit of their own handiwork, 
and now and then a letter from their 
mother, reiterating her appreciation for 
the saving of the girls. ' "

Many of the cases that come under 
the eye of the policé matron are of 
women who have been" led to the pas­
sion for .drink to drown some sorrow, 
and many of them women used to have 
better ways of living. One day a frail 
bit of a woman—a mere girl—was 
brought. to the station. Her husband 
had got out a warrant for her and 
wanted to have her committed to some 
Institution. Drink had made terrible 
ravages In the woman’s appearance, 
and when the effects' of the whiskey 
began to wear off she sat in her cell 
clinging with her thin hands to the 
bars and begging pitifully for a drink. 
As the night wore on she begged for 
her baby to be brought, and the matron 
promised that "it should be there thé 
first thing In the morning. Toward 
dawn the woman collapsed and a hurry 
call was sent to the hospital. The 
ambulance surgeon on his arrival had 
only time to kneel at her side and be­
gin his work before death closed upon 
her. When the husband came he was 
almost frantic with remorse for ever 
having his wife brought to the station. 
She had been drinking steadily for six 
weeks, he said, a quart of whiskey a 
day. Unless he lèft that amount with 
her in the morning she would creep 
down to the door and scream out to any 
man In the street to get It for her.

While the woman lay trembling In 
the cell during the night she had told 
her story to the woman outside the 
bars, of how the craving had grown 
upon hpr little by little until she lost 
all power over herself. At "23 she was 
a hopeless wreck. The closing act of 
the little tragedy was when the mother 
came from her little home in the 
country, near New York, and Insisted 
on seeing the place where her girl had. 
died. The matron begged and pleaded 
with her not to look at the cell; that 
It would be something she could never 
forget but the mother demanded to see 
it, and as soon as she looked Into the 
bare place, fell In a collapse, and an 
ambulance had to 'be called to care for 
her.

"The lady” was once a figure well 
known In. all tips police stations, but 
"the lady” Is one of the figures that 
has passed, whose life hurried her to 
a pitiful .end before sl)e reached what 
should have been her prime. The ma­
trons all called her "the lady," be­
cause even In her worst days she never 
looked anything but the lady, was al­
ways well dressed and never came to 
the police station without her well-fit­
ting gloves carefully buttoned, though 
sometimes she was picked out of the 
gutter in an almost hopelessly dead- 

Her story is one that 
might havae been the thread of * dome 
of th* stories one used to read In the 
Sunday school ' ' libraries, though it 
comes with much more force to hear 
the police taatfon who saw her In the 
last days of her degradation tell it.
.She had spent her girlhood In the 

country at her father’s home 
the Hudson, where they took city 
boarders In the summer time. The 
girl was as pretty as a picture, and 
had been carefully reared and' well 
educated. One summer there came the 
inevitable man from the city that won 
the heart of the country girl, and they 
were married and came to Brooklyn 
to ' live. All went as happy as a mar­
riage bell for a while. There was a 
little girl baby after whose coming 
the young wife was not very strong, 
and the - doctor ordered milk punches 
every day. The young woman began 
to like the punches and Wanted two 
instead of one a day, then after a 
while she began to take the brandy 
without the milk and soon «hé found 
the habit fixed on her strongly. The 
husband bore with her and did every­
thing that could be done, but things 
went from bad to worse until the hab­
it fastened Itself so that there was first 
a visit to the police station,1 and after 
the first a second and a third.

The woman, whose life had been 
guarded as carefully as

ened condition.

to.
As I-sat in the comfortable little 

apartment of the matron at the 65th 
Precinct station, flooded with morning 
sunshine, each of the homely objects in 
the room, and evfen the pictures on the 
walls, seemed to ' have something to 
whisper of the stories that have been 
told In those rooms, of the depravity 
they have looked iipon, of the pitiable 
wrecks of womanhood they have seen 
pass through this room to the lroir- 
barred cells beyond. Of some of these 
crippled creatures and their stories the 
matron told me. Fourteen years of the 
life has not calloused her senslbilltleé, 
but, Instead, sharpened her sympathies, 
and for all the endless stream that 
come her way she can listen to each of 
their stories, pity them and hold out a 
hand to help If they have not gone too 
far to be beyond helping. Sometimes 
the Judicious, quick Intercession of the 
matron can do a great deal to check a 

offender In the downward

upon

young
course; at any rate, a kind word never 
hurts even the most lowly.

One night two young girls were 
brought into the station house for in­
toxication, fresh, dainty girls, dressed 
In the finest of evening gowns, covered 
with long coats. It was New Year’s 
Eve and a bitter cold night. The 
matron was used to the unusual, but 
the presence of girls such as these In 
her lodging house made her stop and 
wonder. It was only a little while be­
fore the sleep of intoxication wore off 
and the girls woke to the realization 
of their surroundings and the horror 
of it. Finally, they were calm enough 
to tell the matron how It all happened. 
They had been over to Manhattan to a 
dance with two boy friends. It .was so 
Icy cold that the escorts suggested be­
fore they cross the bridge that they 
take something to warm them, they 
stepped into a cafe and drank what 
the men ordered for them. Unused to 
taking stimulants, as soon as they » 
struck the cold air out of doors the 
drinks went 'to their heads and they 
knew very little élsê of what happened 
until they waked to find thenjselves in

■ - ЧШИИИІ any girl’s 
could be, who had been used In her 
young days to take nothing stronger 
than milk or sweet cider, began to 
become used to the walls of a cell and 
to bow In abject slavery to Ahe taste 
of whisky. Sometimes she would 
plead with the matron to go and In­
tercede with her husband and promise 
better things, and many a time has 
Mrs. Cox gone with the plea. Always. 
It was granted and the.. same result
would follow and r,‘he lady” would be 
back in the station house crazed with 
drink. The baby girl grew up into a 
beautiful young woman, who would 
come after dark to visit her mother in 
the cell and plead with her. It was 
like frying to check the north wind. 
The passion swept down everything In 
Its pathway. One day Mrs. Cox 
sent for to
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come to a consumptive
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