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umes arz a welcome
‘le addition to Fnglish
Iq their ('haracte

, st new of Spdmsh l zte
e yet met with. both
«‘t‘h‘e urban classes as they

| .,sPANIsH SOCIAL LIFE.
e proper societies of Spani-
the so-called Tertuilas, an-
ver in a general wav to the con-
versaziones of the. Italmm, and to
those veiliees which are common
n the provinces of France.
ever Is introduced into a house is
qeidom or ever agvn {mm.xl y in-
, ted leave only is ¢given tim by
flm] ké(‘,m,,xal_ nnpiess on,  “ this

oiten as he likes, but with the un-
derstandineg that neitiier he nor

~_its mhabitants are to impose the | “OY ‘
‘ : { amine to what deg gree this educa-

each
at the
he is

~ slightest coustiaint upon
~ other. If the visiter comes
_heour of the mid-day wmeul,
~ welcome as a guest ;
“during the si lesta, 1o one is at home
to h:m. If he cowes atger the si-
esta, and finds the family at home,
he is welcome to (,OllVQI'SdthII,
music, or dancm and sometimes
(but more in the thher eircle) to
play : all this, however, without
the slightest preparation or the
least coustraint. If one or two
couples wish to dance, and some
‘one is present who will play for
‘them, either on_the violin, piano-
forte, or especialiy the guitar, a
player of which is never wanting,
they dance as long as they find it
agreeable. ,
In general, the fundamental
principle of the Tertulla is, that
the ordinary course of the house-
hold arrangements and life is not
to be in any way- disturbed by it.
There are also no expenses con-
" nected with it ; since usually no-
thing is presented to the guest but
a glass of water, or at most a cup
af chocolate.

- On this acrount it happens, that

all ranks, rich and poor, have their
tertullas ; that is to say, that there
are families who may not assemble
their friends in their houses at night
- provided their qualities of mind
@r body are such that they can at-
tract or fix any one. These ter-
tullas, however, do not oblige the
family or person who gives,  them
~to remain at home to expect guests
_ if they prefer going to the paseo
or to another tertulld, and their
 visiters find the house empty, no-
~ body thinks there is anything to
. ‘ﬁnd fault with.
~The same absence of constraint
I8 ip their dress; and peo

Who-

7 . L { 1ards 3 ;
ho 1se is yours,” to come again as | 1'ards to be
| aot here to try

if he comes |

‘the Spaniards ,

7

ple go into the tertulla agd give

e { allh in the same dress
which they wore the whole day
during their usual oce upations. —
The character of social life in Spain
is best described by an expression
which the stmnoer hears fiequent-
lv, if he seeks there the ceremony,
piuderv, and vanity of ours, or
tikes them with him and cannot
get rid of them immediately. Un-
toxtunately tiis e\presslou cantot
be literally translated, precisely
because the thing itself is not

'known in other countries: ¢ “Aqui

bay franqueza,”
ards. :

It may be asked, what pleasure
or profit car arise from the assem-
bly and intercourse’ of persons
who are so wanting in .{mm ledge
and in suhjects for conversation,
and whose intellectual condition is

say the Spani-

s0 coufived. as we lmagine (iu a

certain sense and up to a certain
point with justice) that of the Spa-

My intent
the -weak
that which we praise in other
countries, as education, and 1o ex-

0N is

tiou, this repletion of HNPeeSsIons
and images, \Vhl( h flow alinost en-
tirely from books. and seldom from
the external life to the internal, en
riches and strengthens the ninl,
or blunts and enervates it; and
how far social life, to k ceep to that
point, gains or loses by i

I wish only to explain theoround
of the reproach which the peopla
apply to. the Spaniards. 1 lay i
down asa thing proved by experi-
ence. that a foreigner who brings
with him a healt In open mind-—
as it were an uudepraved intellec-
tual stomach-=will in a very short
titne take a' permanent liking to
the sociol hfe and conversation of
in a word, to the
tertulla.

The causes which produce this
pleasure 'are easy to discover.
The Spaniards, however confined
the circle of their ideas and know-
ledge may be, bring to any conver
sation on the oh)e(,ts which lie be-
tweer: this circle a certain earnest-
ness and well-intentioned zeal,

which is necessarily the soul of

conversation. Ihev bring, on the
other hand, a hearty, open feeling
for a jest; a free undexstandmg
of the maxim, “give and take ;”
and, generally, a natural wit and a
lusty humour, which our over re-
fined excludes. The ‘spau sh lan-
guage itself is the on'y one, ex-
cept the English, which contains
humour 'in copious. streams.
Moreover, the Spaniard gener aH\'
brings to social mtercmme a capa
city Tor the reception of all that is
beautiful and noble, a very Just
if not a very supple understanduw
a lively imagination, and effic ient

practical sense in his circle of

wants and wishes ; frequently an

Sides of

mantle,

ardent desire of knowledge, which |

however, only yields to conviction
and which prefers the living word
to the letter ; lastly, and what 1S
most to be remwrked a natural ad-
dress and diguity of lwhavlour
which em'hfdus vulndnt\, and
great facility of expression m a
lmwuan‘e whose force and rich-
ness he alone can rightly estimate
who has heard it in the country
itselt. The thing might perhaps
be said in two words,--the Spaui-
ards are less bluses than we civi-
lized and more highly educated
people ; and theyv are less * so-
phisticate,” 8 Shakspeare some-

where savs.’ |

Oue great merit of this work is
the truthtulness and fairness which
evidently pervade it.  Nobody is
painted en beau. The'vices of the
‘%puuM) character--its disregard for
shedding blopd its abject su,;eistl
tion, its wud revel )g“e--dr > drawn
with vivid and startiiag effect :
but its virtnes are equally brought
out, so that the horrible picture
is alinest redeemed, an‘l the read-
er fhade to feel that the men and
women are what circumstances
have made them. The
the following graphw combat,
which will hardly be perused x\.th
out disgust, is yet honest pious
after his fashion, faithfu: ro death,
ant alive to all domestic and social
affections. The scene is a booth

at a fair ; and there has just been .

a difference between the Marquis
ot Penaflores and the commander
of

viles,
SETTLING AN ACZOUNT

The Marpuis required some moments
to collect himself, and cried at last, look-
ing round with threatening glances, ‘No
one shall dare, in my presence, to insult
the €onstitution and the hero of Las Ca-
bezss.”

Suddenly a deep voice, f’r«}m the crowd
i

which surrounded him, c
with the Constitution! to the seventh
hell with Riego!” And at the same time,
a man stepped forward wrapped up in his
and his i
over his face. The officer, uncertain

what he was to think of this unexpected
opponent, cried, * Who are vou? What
do you want? 1uv the name of the King
and Cﬂnstxtulmn deliver yourself a pri-
soner.’

At the first word of the disguised man,
Dolores was on the point of springing
to him, with the words. ‘Jesus Maria,
it is Christoval” But her brother and
the young gigsey girl, who nad joined
her i the mean time, held her back.—
Christoval himseif, throwing hastily his
hat 'on the ground, and swinging back
his cloak, which he at the same time
twisted round his arm, stood in a mo-
ment, with his drawn knite in his hand,
ready for the conflict. Remarking the
movement of Dolores, he called to her,
*For the love of God, girl, keep back !—
Estecan hold her back I’ - Then looking
rounl, ‘And you, Caballeros, keep quiet.
I have an accouut to settle with that
young gentleman there You do not
know me, Sir, you say,” he conrinued as
he turned towards the officer, *but I
know you: you ate one who has ruined
me. Recollect the Venta de Gualdiaro.
You are the muzderer of the brave Pedro

hero of

company of suspected Ser-

iled, ‘Down'

iarge hat pm]eJ deep -
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Gomez. His blood stll.l sticks to vour"

sabre, and 5lood will have blood,

With these words Christoval presse |
in upon his-adversary. The latter could
not conceal from himself the danger of
his sitnation=  All around beé saw, by the
uncert-in light of the torches, either cu-
rious or h.«"iﬁbi‘em countenances, whiist
single and Embozados darted gloomy
and unfriendty glancesat him. He knew
very well that he was hated by the lower

_classea of the people m the neighovour-

hood, and by the Serviles, on account of
the zéal with which he had distinguished
himself in the pursuit of roh bers, contra-
bandists, aud people of that descnpuon.
He hesitated then a short time whether
he should erigage in a duel with such an
enemy, or shmxhi czll in the arm of the
law to his assistance ; but the desire” of
advanture natural to so voung a man
rose within him, and he was ashamed
when opposed oniy to a single adversary
to have the appearance of calling for help
He was gut certain that it would be of
any 'tse to him, for pot one of those pre-
sent seemed to have any inclination to
support his cause.

The extraordinary combat had in the
mean time begun., Not unacquamted
with the fearful weapon of his antagonist,
and the only means of escaping 1t, the
officer stood in a calm attitude on his
ground, with his arm drawn back, ready
either to cut or thrust. He gnew he wa8 -
lost, without hope of escape, if he did not
lay his antagonist low at the first stroke ;
and he followed his movements with eyes
and body in high- wrought attention.—
Christoval, in the mean time, bent for-
ward in an almost cowering position be-
hind his cloak, whaich was tretched out
far before him on his left arm, while in
his right hand he held his long knife, the
Blade of which of two fingers’ breadth,
diminished gradually to a fine point, and
was hollowed out below for the conveni-
ence of thrusting. In this attitude he
slid round his adversary, in circles gra-
dually smaller, watching, with glowing
eyes, his every motion. It was evident
that the latter was gradually losing his
patience, while his fiery courage excited
him to make a speedy end of the affait.

¢ He is lost !’ quietly remarked an old
bull-fighter, who stood amongst the
crowd, and observed. the fight with the
eye of a connisseur.

The cloak now seemed to slip from
Cheistoval’s left arm; and while he en-

{ deavoured to grther 1 II up again, he ex-

posed himself in some degree to his ad-
versary, who, thinking the right moment
had arrived, rushed forward and aimed a
powerful blow at his adversary’s head,—
but sank at the same moment o the
ground, with a faint cry. The apparent
slipping off of the cloak was orly a feint
uf Christoval s, f} whieh he mght mis-
lead his ad\'vmary into some 1mprudent
movement. Receiving the blow on his
sprang torwarg at'the same mo-

3

cloak he
ment with the quickuess of f:;_f‘w' 1ng on
bis adversary, hike the tizer on his prey,
and thrust the knife from beisw, under
the rils, into his left side 3 and such was
the force of the blow, together with that
of the spring, that he tore the unhappy
man's bodv open, completely across, so
that the trunk only 'kung to the under
body by the bones of the spine, while the
numerous layers of the thick woollen
cloak had defended Christoval from every
injury

*God be merciful to his’poor soul !’
said he, with an agitation which he with
difficulty sappressed, while the persons
around, keeping silence for a moment,
gazed on the terrific wound.”

The nature of the work facilitates the
introduction of scenes and persons, which
serve to relieve and vary the more som-
ore parts, “YParsing natural pictures or
antiquarian sketches, here is

AN ENGLISHMAN IN SPAIN.:

Antonio found also another companion,
whose broker: French and still more broe
ken Castilian, but, above all, his whole




