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in the province and a record percentage
of attendance. There was also a record
attendance at the Normal school, due
Yo the act which we passed at the ses-
sion of 1920, which authorized us to
make loans to those desiring to attend
the Normal school and receive their
training to be a teacher. Sixty pupils
took of this loan act, which I
titink accounts for the record attendance
at our Normal school last year.

Sijme of these things I think_are an

Mwer to the criticisms of ex-Inspector
Brooks, eriticisms which are made fqr
l!f:ettl.ling more or less than political ef-

Vocational Training,

We have also brought into effect by
legislation a system of vocational educa-
I notice Major Brooks at the
Hafup convention says that it is a
fad of the hour. If it is a fad it is a fad
of years, and before starting on our ve-
cational education programme we had
& survey of the province made and it
revealed the fact that less than ten per
cent of the young people of New Bruns-
wick were getting any K kind of
secondary grade education. Further,
there were between 15,000 and 20,000
boys and girls between the ages of four-
téen and elghteen not in school; that
mﬁi ivm; :o l.?llities!or' these to get
a ut a college preparatory train-
ing, a{;ﬁongh ninety—nge per lIzent of
them were entering the fields of indus-
try, commeree, ete., and could never .go
to college.

It also transpired that there were ne
night courses or other means of train-
Ing open to workers to supply necessary
téchnical knowledge. Inquiry also show-
ed that other provinces and other states
both in this country and Europe had
W J-developed systems of vocational
education, upon which millions of dol-
lars was g spent. For the purpose
of giving our peeple equal educational
opportunities, and to supply the knowl-
edge ghecessary tq develop our resources
the New Brumswick Vocational Educa~
tion Act was passed. This act encour-
ages local school authorities to establish
training in industrial, commercial, agri-
cultural, home economics and fisheries
branches by providing government
grants.

He Knows Better,

When Major Brooks says vecational
education is a fad he knows better. Do
you think it is a fad to aid young men
and women who have left school and

gone to work to obtain an education|
upon the lines of the vocation they have’

chogen and thereby provide practical
training for those pupils who for finan-
dal and other reasons had to leave school
at an_early age? '

If it is & fad with us it Is a fad- with
the Dominion government, who ‘after an
exhaustive inquiry into the subject have
voted fands for many years to be placed
wé the disposal of the provinces. Is it
a fad to provide means of giving our
boys jand girls an opportunity for a bet-
ter titart in life's work and the same
privileges that are extended to other
boys; and girls all over the United States
and in the other proviaces of Canada?

Is it a fad when through this systém}-

we give them an opportunity to ast
highly, paid techmical pesitions rather
than port skilled labor? Is it a fad
to ¥€8ch our girls domestic economy in

food values as gwell as values in the es-|

sential lines of merchandise? Is it a fad
to educate our young people in order
that they might keep pace with the
world movement for greater efficiency in
the home and in industry? Is it a fad

loleprat”
el

As durable as
good-looking
hosiery can

{ be made

The
Canadian
Match Co.
Limited
MONTREAL

Toronto

Wisnipes , Match you light.

.

- POOR DOCUMENT

A Ask for t’ed
Q CF M furniture

Made by

{[Anaoa Muscrres
f

WOODSTOCK ONTARIO, 16

Man of all
§ Write for free booklet on Pe ‘\/4
SO

NN NANLSNYSU S S,

A Partner for
Every Outing

Gountry Club
Ice Cream

The Natural

Cream -
In the Natural Way

PAGIFIC DAIRIES LTD.

160 Union Street,
- §t. John, N. B.
AR

- s

—

for us to give an opportunity for our
boys and girls to get a training in what-
ever subject of value that is best adopt-
ed to his or her interests? Many young

people who have taken advantage of the
very limited opportunities we have been
able to give them in this way can testify
to the value of vocational education.

School Books,

Before leaving the question of educa-
tion I want to deal for a few moments
with the matter which is given consider-
able publicity, namely, the price of
school books. When the old govern-
ment came into power in 1907 they laid
down the policy that school books should
be sold at cost. The present administra-
tion followed out that policy. There
was, however, one difference.

The old govefrnment sold school

- books through political vendors, that
is to say, only political supporters
of the government were allowed to
bandle school books, and it was any-
thing but a success, for in 1914, nine-

«two veandors made no returns of
¢ books they handled, When we

' came into power we found a num,

. ber. of outstanding accounts which
amounted to a considerable amount
of. , accounts that were uncol-
-fectable use the governmiant gave
credit to their political vendors, and

| ereased the prices of school books. But

.|shown upon our school book transac-

when a vendor failed in business, his
stock of books, which really be-
to the government, was in-
ded. in the stock in trade and in
‘frequent instances were sold to sat-
isfy creditors, and the province stood
the foss. We changed that policy,
but still adhered to the policy to sell
the books at cost, mot to political
vendors, but to onl merchant or to
anyone who desited to handle them.
Any dealer could obtain them upon
apblication, but the business has
since we came into power been con-
ducted on a cash basis,
True it is that the prices of school
books have increased enormously, but
the principle under which we handle
them fs there, namely, of selling them
at cost. You all know that during the
war the cost of labor and material en-
tering into printing and publishing went
up remarkably and the year 1920 showed
the greatest increase in prices that had
taken place in the publishing business.
The increase: from 1917 to 1920 was
over sixty per cent. Our friends of the
opposition complain thaj we have in-

I would like to point out that in the
year 1914 the province made a profit
on school books sold. But in 1917, the
last year of the old government, when
the prices were named by order-in-
council, a profit was also made. But
every year up to last year, a loss was

tions,' @ loss no ,less than a total of
$24,000 for the years 1919, 1020 and
1921. That is to say, a loss to the prov-
ince, but a gain to the people who
neecessarily had to supply their children
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fact that we made no Increase in the
thase years. But owing
for revenue, and as it is
right and proper that we should carry
out the policy of selling sechool books
at cost, we necessarily during the last
year have had to bring the prices up
to cost. I realize that the situation is
hard, particularly for those with large
familles, but I hope there is relief in
slqlt‘:t, for prices are slowly drop&;ing.
he most marked increase in the
price of school books has been in con-
nection with the French text books, and
I want to point out that the price of
these books is beyond the control of the
government. If the price of these text
books is high, the fault lies at the door
of the opposition party, for the old gov-
ernment adopted a contract under the
copyright law. They did not give the
contract for these French books to
French printers in this country, but to
a Scotéh firm in Edinburgh. The fact
remains that we are adhering to the
policy laid down by the old government
and adopted by ourselves, namely, the
gelling of school books at cost, but al-
lowing everyone who desires to handle
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them, the opportunity of obtaining them
and not confining it to political support-
ers as the old government did. I am
one of those who favor free school
books for the lower grades more par-
ticularly, but until the finances of the
province permit it we cannot embark
upon a policy of this kind, .but we can
and will give the school books at actual
cost price.

The Health Act.

Another matter which appears to be a
favorite tople of conversation and criti-
cism with our friends opposite is the
health .act. When the present govern-
ment came into power our health laws
were very antiquated and the system of
obtaining vital statistics was nothing
more or less than a joke. The minister
of health has performed and is perform-
ing a most notable public service in con-
Mhection with our health act. They criti-
cize the expenditure. Our expenditure
for public health is fully justified by the
results and the value received. What are
a few paltry dollars compared with the
possibility of sending your children out
to fight their battles in the world un-
hampered by physical defects?

Do you know that more than 85,000
people in the province have been vac-
cinated within the last two and a half
years at no cost to the publ’~? Let us
contrast the situation as it exists today
with that of the year 1917, when 4,000
cases of smallpox were reported, and in
the years 1916 and 1917 when $108,000
of the people’s money was expented on
smallpox. If the public health act has
done nothing more or less than to keep
down smallpox it has paid for itself.
Money could not correct the conditions
I have mentioned. Nothing but praise
should be given the department of health.

Through the efforts of the Hon. Dr.
Roberts the Red Cross have given $20,-
000 to assist in establishing district
nurses in certain parts of the province.
This credit, howevér, we do not take
to the government, but give to those who
subscribed so liberally to that splendid
work of the Red Cross.

Take the laboratory at St. John which
has done such splendid work and is
highly praised by every member of the
medical profession. The department
has established twenty-one serum depots
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. ing Belgians.

! tary and medical school inspectors.

located throughout the province from
which antitoxine and similar supplies
for the combatting of epidemics can be
readily obtained.

Had the preceding government paid a
little more attention to conserving the
lives of the younger generation instead
of glving-their funds and attention to
covering up their political transactions,
our population today might have been

‘| larger than it is.

If you notice, our friends opposite
dare not criticize the principle of the
wdrk of our health act, but confine their
criticism to petty details and as far as
I have been able to learn and read par-
ticularly to the amounts paid to sanIi-
n
the county of Kings the sanitary in-
speetors receive the magnificent sum of
$120 per annum each, which salary in-
cludes their traveling expenses.

I have no doubt these are the gen-
tlemen that Councilflor McAuley re-
ferred to when discussing the health
act—“who went around the country
drawing fat salaries and smoking
good cigars.” In the county of Kings
I find that the medical fnspection of
schools costs $17 per rural school,
and that the total cost of the ad-
ministration of the board of health
in the county of Kings is equal
twenty cents per persogt per an-
num, '

However, it is not the desire of the
government to folst anything on the

ople they do not want, and if they

o not want their medical or sanitary
inspectors to see that proper conditions
prevail throughout the country, we have
amended the act. making the appoint-
ment of ‘such sdnitary: inspectors op-
tional with the sub-district boards of
health. Time would not permit me to
enumerate all of the valuable and im-
portant work carried out by the health
department. The collection of vital sta-
tistics alone amply justifies a large pro-
portion of the public health department
expendittire, for previous to the inau-
gurhtion of this system and there is none
better in Canada, children were born in-
to the world, people were married and
died and no record of their existence
prevailed more than if they were an ani-
mal of some kind. That is not the way
to carry on the affairs of our country
and we do not propose to do it that way
even though it does cost some money.

Lands and Mines.

I would like to go through every de-
partment of the govermment and point
out to you the splendid work that is
being performed by” the wminister in
charge. Take the Department of Lands
and Mines in which everyone is inter-
ested. When we came into power the
total revenue of the Department of
Lands and Mines for the year 1917
amounted to. the following:

Total Receipts from Tesritorial Reven ue for the years ending 3ist October,
919, 3920 and 1921.

1917, 1938,
1917 1918

Total Receipts..$544,191.64 $791,027.68
(Stumpage) .... 352,087.81 = 471,026.57

(Sgd.) T. G- LOGGIE, Deputy Minister of Lands and Mines.
Crown Land Office, 28th February, 1922,

The figures I give you will show how
this hassbecn ig::reased under the ad-
ministration of the ministers in charge.
A thorough up-to-date Forestry Service
is in existence, a system well worthy
of imitation by other provinces. The
conservation of our Crown Lénds is one
of the most important matters which
the government has dealt with, and the
figures I have given you show that while
the cut upon the Crown Lands has not
been in excess of that of former years,
the returns to the people have been
largely increased.

Attorney General’s Department,

I want to call the attention of the
public to the excellent work that is be-
ing done by the Honorable the Attorney
General, Hon, J. P. Byrne, and it is a
matter of much gratification to me that
the department was not or has not been
criticised by our opponents. The excell-
ent work being performed by the attor-
nep general is commended by everyone
and no criticism whatever can be made
of the very efficient and able way the
affairs of the department are carried on.

The crities have very little material
with which to work and therefore main-
ly confine their criticism to extrava-
gance. They claim we have largely in-
creased the bonded debt of the pro-
vince. There is no doubt that our debt
is getting to assume quite a respectable
amount.

Some Comparisons.

But when our opponents charge us
with reckless extravagance, some com-
parisons are in order. All you have to
do is to examine the figures in the
Comptroller General’s report and you
will ind in 1908 the bonded debt was
in round figures $6,000,000, and that at
the 8lst of October, 1916, it amounted

to in,round figures nearly sixteen mil--

Mons, or an increase in eight years of
about $10,000,000. But when they went
out of power they left considerable debt
behind them—in round figures about
$8,000,000. 8o that in their eight years
they had added about $18,000,000 to the
bonded debt, or an average of $1,500,000
per annum.

Since we came into power we have
increased the bonded debt on an aver-
age of about 81,400,000 per annum, but
this includes $2,000,000 for the New
Brunswick Hydro Electric Commission,
which will be self-sustaining and there
will not be any charge upon the public.

It is well when we review the increase
of the bonded debt of the country to
make some comparisons and ascertain

lag to whether -our friends opposite or

the government of the day gave the
most value for the increase in debt of
over twelve millions.

The people got the Valley Railway,
the Southampton Railway, certain steel
bridges and a patriotic gift to the starv-
These things represent
the increase in the public debt under
the old government. Our expendituyres
on capital account have been for per-
manent bridges, roads and hydro-elec-
tric development.

Then let us examine our ordinery ex-
penditures and see who the spendthrifts
are. If we are spendthrifts, what were
they, when you examine the figures? I
have no desire, nor do I propose to apolo-
gize for the large amount that is called
for to pay the running expenses of the
province, but I do not intend to allow
our friends opposite to make false, un-
true and misleading statements. De-
structive criticism of an administration,
even under normal conditions, is always
an easy matter, but it must be borne
in mind that we are discussing the ex-
penditures of an administration which
began business in 1917, continuing until
the end of the war, and now handlcap-
ped by after-wer conditions. Anyone
can with ease make a favorable com-
parative statement with previous years.
but when we look at the figures you will
see that our friends opposite increased
our expenditures on ordinary account
at a greater ratio during their period of

{ office than we have done.

The total expenditure chargeable for
the year 1917 was in round figures $2-
000,000, as compared with 83,871,000 for
the year ending 8lst October, 1921, or
an increase of a little over sixty-five per
cent.

From 1908 to October 3ist, 1917,

during the regime of the old gov-
ernment, when there was no war on
and when conditlons were normal,
instead of a sixty-five per cent. in-
crease which we have made, they in-
creased their ordinary expenditures
nearly one hundred per cent.

e expenditures for 1908 were
about $3,000,000, and when they
went out of office they had an ex-
gnditure in round figures of about

,000,000.

Everyone knows that the perlod of
our administration has been a most dif-
ficult time. We know every individual,
every business house has largely in-
creased their expenditures. What muni-
cipal government has not done so. I
am willing to leave it to the fair-minded
people of the country and ask you if
an increase of sixty-five per cent. for
the ordinary running expenses of a busi-
ness is excessive under the conditions
prevailing, even if we did nothing but
carty on.

But, for this sixty-five per cent. in-
crease in expenditure, we have done
something more. We have contributed
more than $100,000 more towards educa-
tion; we have established a system of
vocational education; we have improved
the system of the administration of the
crown lands, and provided for better
supervision and collection of our stump-
age; we have provided free ferry ac-
commodation for those who are cut off
from the main land; we have given more
money for colonization roads. We paid
last year $8,000 to workmen engaged in
the employ of the government under the
workmen’s compensation act. We have
administered the prohibition act which
has cost us $78,000.

I notice the seatless opposition leader
has criticized my statements in regard to
sinking funds. I would like to point
out that the establishment of sinking
funds is an important matter, and to
maintain our credit adequate sinking
funds must be provided for our loans.
The old government was very remiss in
this regard and made very little pro-
vision for the payment of their debts.
They increased the debt, as I have said,
at the rate of $1,500,000 per annum.
When a business firm or an individual
gives a note they expect to know where
the money is coming from to pay it, and
if they are thrifty, industrious and far-
sighted, they will lay aside from time to
time something to provide for their ma-
turing obligations. But very little heed
was paid by Mr. Palmer’s party in this
regard, and we found when we came
into power that they were only setting
aside in sinking funds in the year 1916
the sum of $31,618 on a bonded debt of
$9,000,000, or .35 per cent to their debt.

As an illustration of their neglect in
this regard, they conceived the idea of
making a gift to the mother country as

1919 1920 1921
$858,166.60 $1,578,840.09 $1,166,733.57
561,890.93  1,257,967.17 862,6756.26

a token of their loyalty, and a fine token
of loyalty it was, because they were pay-
ing nothing themselves for their gift and
expected future generations to take care
of it. These potatoes, of which you
have heard so much, cost the province
$150,000. They issued bonds for it and
did not provide any sinking fund to
look after it. We are doing so, how-
ever, and although they take credit to
themselves for their patriotism, they
leave the bills for us to pay.

I would like to point out that last year
we provided for sinking funds from our
ordinary revenues the sum of $167,621.

In their statement of extravagance
they go so far as to say that we have
destroyed the credit of the province.
Last year our bond sales brought record
prices. In June last we made an issue
of $1,500,000 fifteen-year bonds. We ob-
tained a price of 98.70 for them. In
the same year British Columbia made
an issue of $3,000,000, for which they
received 98.11. Alberta made an issue
in the same month for which they re-
ceived 96.42 and the great :province of
Ontario made an issue of $3,000,000 for
which they received 97.17. All of these
bonds were issved at six per cent inter-
est. So that you will see that the price
we received for our issue in the same
year and in the same month brought a
better price than any other province.
This year we have also made an issue
of bonds for certain purposes.

An Outside View.

This is what the Monetary Times says
under issue of May 12, 1922:

“New Brunswick sold an Issue of
seventeen year bonds on a 5.32 per
cent basis, Comparing this with the
price received by the Dominion for
its recent New York loan, one may
conclude that the credit of the east-
ern provinces ranks as high as that
of the Dominion.”

In Manitoba.

Here is a despatch from Winnipeg re-
garding an offer of bonds of .the prov-
ince of Manitoba. This is what it says:

Maaitoba Rejects Bids for $2,900,000
Bonds.

Winnipeg, May 25—The highest
offer, that received from the Domin-
fon Securjties Syndicate of 96.417
for the Manitoba government thirty-
year 5 per cent $2,900,000 bond is-
sues, was reﬁc’ced this morning, ac-
am{ing to Hon. Edward Brownm,
provincial treasurer.

Eight other
bids were received.,

The fact that the $500,000,000 is-
sue recently made by the Dominion
government had not been entirely
absorbed by the market was respon-
sible, in the opinion of Mr. Brown,
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Canada the treasurer was offered
30050 for the present issue by pei-
vate sale, he stated.

Workmen’s Compensation Act.

Hon. Mr. Foster then went on to ex-
plain the provisions of.the workmen’s
compensation act, and spoke of its bene-
fits. The act came into force in 1919.
Diring the year 1921 there was paid out
for compensation to injured workmen
the sum of $171,088.07, and for medical
aid, $52,623.62; for hospital care, $20,-
146.60, and there was placed aside for
reserve $176,231.50. The premier went
fully into the working of the act and the
splendid results obtained. Then he con-
cluded:

I am very much surprised that Mr.
Richards, for whom I have the highest
regard, will persist in making a state-
ment regarding this matter which he
knows is absolutely false and untrue.

Valley Railway.

One word as to the Valley Railway,
over which I am not going to enter into
a lengthy discussion. It should be re-
membered that Mr. Bentley, our present
candidate, was in the house when the
Valley Railway bill was put through,
and if the motion which Mr. Bentley
voted for, namely, that the road should
be built from a connection on the T'rans-
continental to the village of Rothesay,
we would not be in the position we are
in today in regard to that work. A mo-
tion was made in the house not only
that the road should be built on this
route, but that when the c¢ontract was
let, construction work should be started
at both ends and the centre in order to
ensure its completion as at first planned.
The records of the house will show Mr.
Bentley’s stand on this important ques-
tion, and had the amendments of the
opposition been' adopted, for which Mr.
Bentley voted, it would have meant not
thousands, but millions of dollars to the
province.
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