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Jostmaster-General
Resignation in -Acting
Premier’s Hands. '

SENSATION IS CAUSED

ar Edward Kemp Will Ask
Blondin to Raise
Battalion.

LONDIN QU |
5 OFFIE 10 °

'00 INTD KK

Places| |

Ottawa, Mar. 20.—Hon. P. E. Bondin,
postmaster-general. has tendered his
regigration. Sir George Foster has
" cabled it to Sir Robert Borden. Mr.

Blondin has reslgned for the purpose
of enlisting in the ovcrseas forces, He
* has written a letter 1> the minister of
militla and -defence in the following
~ terms: i
7 Ottawa, March 20. |
Sir /Bdward,—I must inform
~youthat I put in mv resignation as
'P. M. G. in| the hands of the acting
premier, in prder to offer my services |
in the overstas forces. I am willing to
sut mvself at vour orders. and conse-
Guently I avoly for enlistment in the
: forces of Canada.

: Yours truly,

(Sgd) P. E. Blondin.
To Recruit Battalion..
Sir Edwvard Kemp said tonight that

eruit a battation, for gervice at the
front, #s a part of the Canadian expe-
ditfonary force.

Mr. Blondin's offer to serve over-'
seas, and his resignation Have caused
His enthusi~ram.
- er, In the Canse of “the allies
1as been one of the

marked, and he :
in the

““yerv hest recruiting spealkers
country. S
. Hon. Mr. Blondin was appointed
‘toetmuter-genera.lafew mionths ago.
t6 succeed I'he late Hon, T. C. Cas-
grain, He is 43 years of age and first
*entered tha house of commons in 1908
28 member for Champlain. He was
‘re-elect>d in, 1911 as a Nationalist-
Conse-vative , and became
In Octobar. 1914.

" ‘Speaker. he was

" “pppointed minister of inland revenue.

FLOWER OF NATICN
’ NOW RULES RUSSIA

P
’

Baron Rosen Pays Enthusiastic
Tribute to the New Government.

. 'Petrograd, March 20, via London,
Yarch 21.—“Never since I have been
In the service of the country has the
government been composed a= at
present, of men constituting the tlower
of the nation—the greatest and most

deputy |

HON. P. E. BL_NDIN

postmaster-general, - who ~will ‘enlist
for overseas service. He has besn
asked to raise a battalion.

GERMANY BOAS1ING OF - -«
SUBMARINE EXPLOITS,
One Hundred and Sixteen Thou:
sand Tons of Shipping Reported
Destroyed.

Berliri, Monday, March 19, via Bay-

he proposed to ask Mr. Blondin to re- . .., A, official commiumcation issu-

ed today by the German admirafty“re-
ports that German suybmarines have

destroyed an additional 116,000 gross
tons of shipping in the English Chan-
.nel;in the-Atlantic.Ocean and in the
%orth Sea. The statement says:
“pecording to detailed reports on
hand from submdrines afhong the ships
sunk were the following: British arm-
ed steamer Connaught, 2,648 tons;
armed British three-masted: vessel; of
.1,200 toms; British sailing ships Ade-
laide (180 tons), Maclean, Abaja, Ga-
zelle and Utopian; the British ﬂshlyg
steamers Red Cap and Grazia, 8,129
tons; the Greek steamer Theodoros
Pangalos, 2,838 tons; the Norwegia’
steamers Steeras, Dagvanger, Lars
Fastenaes and Thede Fagelund, and
the Norwegian sailing ship Hermes.”

RETREAT OF GERMANS
FRUSTRATES ALLIES

o

Amsterdam, March 20.—A Berlin de-
spatch received here quotes Major
Moraht, formerly military critic of
The Berliner Tageblatt, as gaying in
an article written for The Lokal An-
geiger:

«Qur leaders have tried.to create an
entirely new situation and to spare
the terrible bloodshed which an: as*

distinguished men in every respect.”

Amsociated Press by Baron Rosen, the
- former Russian ambassador to the
United States. One of the greatest
benefits accruing, so far as other na-
tions, particu'arly the allies, are con-
cerned, in the opinion of Baron Ro-
sen, is the sweeping away of the ele-
ment of doubt concerning Russia’s
earnestness in the prosecution of the
war,

“It will be realized now, as never
fore, that Russia is not nomina'ly,
ut is actually fighting for freedom,”
he said.

This is the estimate of the new Rus- jhave involved.
gian Government as expressed to thefold positions - from the

gault on our enemies’ positions must
Our retreat from the
Ancre and
Somme fronts has nullified the pro-
jected great Anglo-French spring of-
fensive against our centre on the west-
ern front. ]

“Long strips of territory, having a
width of from 10 to 12 kilometres and
running along the whole of our posi-
tions have been turned into dead
ground. No village or farm remains
standing on this glacis. No road is
passable, and ‘no bridge, railway line
or embankmerit remains. Before our
new positions runs, like a gigantic
ribbon, an empire of death.”

[« WAR SUMMARY =

THE DAY’S EVE

NTS REVIEWED

the St. Quentin-Cambrai line,
posed the other day, the Germans wi
in many villages east of that line.
altogether before he pause

of St. Quentin.. The French have

Lgxar, Velu, - Nurlu,
southeast of Arras and it curves
Bapaume #&nd Peronne.

Germans,
L L i

line from these lesser salientsy toget
compel further evacuations unfil the

in that region would compel them
towards Bruges and Antwerp, and

to plerce the hostile lines.

operation and they call it an action
@ ® L

HRU stormy weather the Britigh and the French continued their ad-
vance in northwestern France yesterday.

Instead of standing on
as correspondents at the front sup-
11 abandon it, for fires have appeared

The enemy may even evacuate France
for breath.
on to Roupy, eleven miles east of Ham, and four and a half miles west

The French cavalry has pushed

also- occupied the important railway

junction of Tergnier, on the Amiens-Rheims

1 -Rhe railway, south of St.
and they have crossed the St. Quentin Canal. oy B
portant progress north of the Somme.
Estrees-en-Chausee and Canizy.

The British made im-
They have passed the line of St.
This line begins
around, five : or .six miles east of

The British cleared fourteen more villages of
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U. S. President Consults With

" Cabinet as to Next
Move.

- MIND NOT MADE UP

Extra Session of Congress

4 May Be Summoned Almost

at Once.

Washington, March 20.—For , two
‘ours today President Wilson ~dis-

il ‘ussed the international-erisis with his

cabinet and heard urgent suggestions
that the date for the extra session of
congréss fixed tor April 16 be set
forward to consider further steps in
defence of American commerce against
German submarnines. It is understood
t:hpre was not a dissenting volce
‘against this. advice, ;

The president himself did not express
his views, and so far as could ' be
learned later he had not finally deter-
mined upon the course to be pursued.
The prevailing belief was - that he
would announce the call for an earlier

meeting of congress tOMOITOW.
Among officials virtually the unan-

teghnical armed neutrality status af
the United ‘States, actually a state of
war exists as the result of the ruth-
ess destruction of American menchant-
ghips and - the killing of American
citizens in defiince of  inbernationas
law, and of the most solemn warning
one nation can give another. The
only ‘question ‘48 what shall be done
about it, further than the arming of
merchantmen to, resist ﬁbma.rine at-
tack if they get ¥hé charée.

The cabinet megibers generally are
gsald to have expressed today their
willingness to sugport a program
based on an early’call for coOngress,
and a formal deciaration that a state
of war exists between Germany and
the U.'S. /
i * . Naval Board Meets.

After the cabinet' meeting Secretary
Daniels, saying that no new naval
orders had been issued, hurried to the
navy~department and went into con-
ference with members. of the general
board.. Information for the president
and tentative plans for further naval
activities were discussed.

A further step in the plans to pro-
tect and promote American commerce
was taken after the cabinet meeting,
when' the ‘federal war risk '~ bureau,
under the direction of Secretary Mc-
Adoo, announced & new policy of in-
suring American ghips under which
policies would be written on all vessels
except those carrying actual munitions
of war. Up to the present no insur-
ance was granted on ships laden with
cargoes  listed by the belligerents as
 contrabrand, and this has barred al-
most - every American product.

Plans for organizing patrol squad-
rons of privately owned motor boats
and yachts along the Atlantic coast
were. discussed tonight at a confer-
ence between Secretary Daniels and
Captain George R. Marvell, ex-assist-
ant for operation, who has just re-
turned from a trip to New York, Bos-
ton and other coast points to enter all
available craft.

Captain Marvell reported he had ar-
ranged contracts with many owners of
small, speedy brats suitable for mount-
ing guns and chasing submarines or
patrolling the coast, to turn their
vesselg over to the government in an
emergency. A number of boat owners
also agreed to volunteer as reserve of-

ficers.
Pacifist Cand date is Beaten
Badly in British By-Election

London, March 21.—In a by-election,
he'd today at Stockton-on-Tees, made
necessary thru the recent death of
Jonathan Samuel, Liberal M.P., the
Liberal  coalition candidate, Bertram
Watson, won the seat. He received
7641 votes as against only 596 for the
“peace by negotiation candidate,” Ed-
ward Backhouse.

DINEEN’S FIRE SALE.

This morning at 10 o’clock the Di-
neen Fire Sale will be resumed, after
vesterday's necessary closing. ¥urs

The loss of their old lines south of Arras
presents-the Germans with
& new problem, for their retreat is creating a large salient i 2
¢ n
two other salients between Arras and the sea. . ot i A ol g

! Increased pressure to this
her with attacks from the south, will
enemy quits all of his old line. The

great danger point for the Germans will be the Ypres salient, for pressure

_to retreat along the Belgian coast
it would lensthen their front. The

of dislocation.
® ®

{Continued on Pag
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that have not been touched by heat
will be brought from the
"work and storerooms and arranged for
display. The sale. so far, has onlv
peen a thinning out of the furs that
were in the display amd s*owrooms, it
being difficult to bring forward the
reserve stock in the crowded condi-
fon of the premises after the fire

process of lengthening a front presents great cha

= ) t chances for an enterpris- i y wi ot
g assallant, for gaps are liable to occur, giving the attacker a chance ahepgga:;:]?:ngegrft:cia)c;:c‘illt?:nfoll‘::n
Military writers are famililar with such an they are to be cleared out at marvel-

ous price sacrifices made on the
s'ightly damaged furs. Read the large

Since the Ypres salient furnishes the gravest
i i > source of danger to advertisement on the inside pages of
ttgef::te::},.in self-defence he may have to strike this salient in an attempt this morning’s World and attend early.
n it-out. Owing to the first-rate preparations which the allies for your own advantage, at the Dineen
| Fir

e Sale, 140 Yonge street, coraer
Temperance.

5

imous opinion is that in spite of theq

LATE.
BULLETINS

NEWS

Shlna, has been blown up and sunk, says a Reuter despatch from Hong-
ong. : D :

Monday by a German submarine of a French -battleship of the Danton
class is }'gnorted by the Overseas News Service. ;
displages 78,028 tons and carries 681 officers and men. 1

has annauna_cé"d that steps have been taken to establish an ‘organization, to
be called the British trade corporation, which will be given-a charter, |
and whose prineipal object will be to facilitate and _eamushia.tndo' ;and
eredit bank, to be comnected with existing banks,. for the- purpose of de-
veloping ‘British trade abroad. !

?  New York, March 20.—With a warning that the United States is un-
prepared for war with any first-class powaqr, a committee of the Union
League Club, headed’'by Robert Bacon, former ambassador to France, afid
including in its meshbership many men of prominence, presented at a
special meeting tonight a report calling upon the ooupt‘iy to get ready

for action.

German Gunboat is Blown Up
London, March 20.—A German gunboat in the harbor of Tsingtau,

French Battleship Reported Snnk

Berlin, March 20, via Sayville.~—The sinking in the ‘Mediterranean

This class of vessel

‘To Develop British Trade Abroad

Lowdon, March 20, via Reuter’s Ottawa agency.—Sir Albert Stanley

. Call Upon U.S. to .Preparé

DEPOSED CZAR INTENDS
It is Believed He Will Go From Crimea to Switzer-

Petrograd, via London, March 20—
The former dowager
Feodorovna, who was at Kiev, went to
meet her son, former Emperor Nicho-
ias, as he was returning after his ab-
dication,
influence over Nicholas wieléed by the
Empress Ale
the monk, an{ Mademoisells Virubova,
lady-inowa.lthi;g to the empress, and
Alexandra's lqest !rlend, who had in- the new govemment.
troduced RasPputin to the empress.

Marie Feodjorovna only saw Alexan-
dra when court functions required that
she do so.
::geb::nthztéx;\;:nd had refused to working men and promises to develop

TO DEPART INTO EXILE

land or France —His Meeting With Mother
After Abdication Presents Affecting Scene.

affecting. The ebject of her visit to
him was to advise with him as to her
future residence. It is reported that
she intends to go to Denmark, her
native country. ’

It is expected that Nicholas Ro-
manoff, as the former emperor is now
known, will eventually go to Switzer-

land or France, his stay in the Crimea
being temporary. 'Most of the mem-
bers of his suite have acknowledged

empress, Marie

She had iong resented the

ndra, Gregory Rasputin,

Promise Many Reforms.

Most of the grand dukes in the
military service will retain their posts,
at least temporarily.

The new minister of trade and in-

Since early in January she
dustry is in communication with the

Her mreeting with

(Concluded on Page 2, Column 3).

Nicholas wafs said to have been very

Canadians May Soon

Germans Are Setting Fire to Houses and Stores,

to a high

backward i
positions there is impossible now that Bapaume has been lost.

ing his retirement south of Arras and has been in action with the advancing

British infantry. The sky on the Canadian fromt was lit up Sunday by
the reflection of large fires in the direction of important towns held by

the enemy.

of the Canadian heavies is regarded as indicating a possible removal of
his big gun positions.

credible that the enemy should set on fire houses and stores in the region

he intends to hold.
allies’ honjmen tollowing, he may find it difficult to'stop where and when

he desires,

Join in Big Advance

and Artillery Activity is Light, Suggest-
ing Preparations for Retreat.

Canadijn Headquarters in France, March 20.—Interest is keyed up
nt by the news that the Germmans are-at last on the movement
the region hetween AITas and Bapaume, The retention of

There is a report, not officially confirmed, that the enemy is cover-

The sparing return of the German heavy artillery to the increased fire

Certain fires observed were not caused by our action, and it is in-

But once on the move; as:is the case pow, with the

—0

Stewart Lyon.

B it et i 0 b e

Steady Advance Continues, With French
Reaching Roupy, Near St. Quentin
f —Enemy Continues Systematic Des-
truction of Country Abandoned, Blow-

mg Up Historic Ruins and Villages.

~headquarters in France, March 20, via London.—The
pursuit of the Germans by the British troops continues,
M'ﬂph!h!wﬁtbﬁn‘enmdtoday. This was particularly
true to the neighborhood of Croisilles (northeast of St. Leger)
which is still strongly ‘held by machine gun companies. The
armies have been in such close touch at other places that field

destruction and devastation as in Bapaume and Peronne. Only
‘ m ‘d CAVALRY A SURPRISE.

: ‘use of cavalry by the y by d ‘British and French s to have
newly opened boxes of high explosives were found, with which
the Germans had planned to destroy the villages before leav-
(ing. That the wholesale destruction was systematized in a man-
orders on the subject. These directed the blowing up of all
houses, wells and celiars except those occupied by rear guard
shelters uninhabitable before falling back. Farming implements
}vere-llhnedorduhyd- Wherever a building was spared,
ntmsizlntrendered fiithy. The orders also directed the
angmblmgoff!lﬂlinthnndghborboodoflllwelhfwthem.
pose of contaminating the water.

i ae STILL ZESTROY FRUIT TREES.

e destruction of fruit trees
entire belt of evacuated tu’rihoty,e::: ;:,l::l’ mve:; tin&:
walls having been stripped off. In one abandoned position
large black: it vink Sousid nalled to e spright bosrd. A cap
was on its head and a cigar was in its mouth. L By

A British observation party working forward today on
honehckhdaulbuudhngw The patrol was
awmwhem&eb.mm aeroplanes,
whwnhmoopedvnybw,bdfﬁkd'bhitmymemberdthe
party.

Prisoners recently taken appear entirely bewildered when
told of the extent of the German retirement. They said they
thought it a great joke when they first heard of the German
retirement; they supposed it was solely for the purpose of
jetting the British deeper and deeper into the mud of the
Somme. But when it came to abandoning positions that had
been fortified with months and years of labor there was much
depl;ucionintb:brnnk&;e Most of the German guns which for-
merly boomed along Somme seem to utterly
swallowed ‘up. g gl

There is no longer doubt that the main German forces had
_already install ed themselves on a line before Cambrai and St.
Quentin, but today fires could be seen beyond this line, as if the
retreat had not yet been carried out to the full limit. In the
meantime the picture behind the British lines is one of greatest
activity. Movement has given the army wonderful joy. -

FOURTEEN MORE VILLAGES.

“Despite the less favorable weather conditions,” says the
official report from British headquarters in France tonight, “we
made considerable progress again today along the greater part
of the front of our advance south of Arras, and a further four-
teen villages have been cleared of the enemy.

“QOur troops have now passed the general line of Canizy,
Estrees-En-Chausee, Nurlu, Velu and St. Leger.

“Our machine gun fire drove off an enemy attempt to
counter-attack south of Arras. We successfully raided last night
- northeast of Neuville St. Vaast and brought back a few prisoners.

“Bombs were dropped yesterday by our aeroplanes with
good results on an important enemy ammunition depot. 'In the
airﬁghboneGermumchinembronghtdownh flames,
two others were driven down complete'y out of control. Three
of our acroplanes are missing, two of which are known to have
been brought down by hostile anti-aircraft guns.”

French cavalry has advanced to within about four and a
half miles of St. Quentin, one of the larger towns, believed to be
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