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The story of this gigantic organization readshke a fairy tale. In 1720, Charles II, King of
England, gave to Prince Rupert and hia associ-
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America. The privileges thus obtained were of
the most sweeping character. Canada was then
regarded as nothing more than a vast stretch of
wild country, the home of wandering Indians.Md only valuable for its wealth of fur and fish.
It was the great hunting ground for the venture-
some and sporting spirits of the Old Land. Had
those in power ever dreamed that these wild landiwould become the home of a great people, thegranary of Europe, a land of beautiful himet
reat cities and thriving industries, it is doubtful
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According to this charter, the Company secured
eontrol of ''the whole trade of .n^H^l^Tnl^,
•traits, and bays, rivers, lake., ereeks and sounds!
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