
that the supjwrt which they found

it necoBsary to buy might be purehased

and paid for ! Will the eleotora of

Nova Scotia vote to perpetuate the ex-

iHteuce of a Guverumeat like thin ?

dition to be ille^lly £mw»r «At» MBK
DRAWN UPON FAWB T t

THE $6,710,»4.

In the Journals of the House of As-

sembly for 1870 (App'x No. 18. p.

19) appears the following entry of a

payment made by the Local Govern-

in the preceeding year: " Robt. Boak,

Jr., to pay peoi)le'3 delegate's exjieuses

to England, $6,710,94." No author-

ity whatever had been granted by

Parliament for any such payment, and

the appearance of such a disbursement

naturally excited considerable feeling

and discussion. Upon explanations

being demanded from the Government

it was at first stated that several gen-

tlemen in Hfriifax having subscribed

money to defray the expenses of the

so-called *• People's delegation," in

1876, this money had \yeen paid by

the Government to recoup them.

Tlus explanation, even if true, was

far from satisfactory. It did not

excuse the payment without author-

ity of Parliament, and it established a

most dangerous precedent which future

administrations might use to the great

loss of the Province. But even this

explanation was soon found to be a

falsehood. Hon. Senator Northup,

Hon. W. J. Stairs, Judge Mai-shall,

Mr. Seeton, and others who had been

among the largest subscriber to that

fund, at once came forward and posi-

tively denied that any jwrtion of the

money had been appipnriated to the

pui-poses for which itj A^as osten^bly

di-awn, and that the subscribers who
had borne the expenses of the "people's

deleffi>,tes" had never been recoujwd

to the extent of a dollar. It was thus

made apparent that the money, in ad-

This discovery led to furthti" f|l»«*l:

gation and inquiiy, and it w» l|ii^ j

tained that tho money had actB^fgr

been paid to a Grit Political'jLeagui in ^^
this city, and liad been uded by thei»/|*

in hounding to death the Hon. Joseph

Howe in his election in 1 869 ! Thug it

was established beyond question that

this large sum of money had been il-

legally and dishonestly abstracted from

the Treasury, and corruptly expended

in attempting to defeat oae of the

greatest statesman this Province ever

produced. No more scandalous trans-

action was ever unearthed in this coun-

try. It was simply barefaced plunder-

ing of the Treasury combined with

coiTuption and the basest ingi-atitude.

In the Hoiise of Assembly in 1871

{Debates 1871, p, 202) Mr. P. C.

Hill the present nominal leader of the

Government said in reference to this

affair :
—" I mlintain that the Govem-

" -ment were guilty of a great wrong
" in the whole of that transaction. In
" the first place the entry in the pub-
" lie accounts was not a truthful one :

" the entry says paid to Robeii;

" Eioak, Jr., to day the expenses of
" the people's delegation. Now, a

.

" great number of those who contri-

" buted to these exjienses—Mi. Stairs,

" Mr. Northup, Mr. Seeton, Judge
" Marshall, and othei-s, have stated

" publicly that they never received any

"part of that money. Again, the
" money was taken without the vote of

" the Legisliture, and for s. long time
" the payment was concealed. It was
" 011^ after a long interval that the

" Government brought it to light.

" Again, I hold, by the admission of

" tlie Treasurer, that the money was
" exj^ended for corrupt and improper
" purixwes—that it was expended in

" the elections which took place in two
" counties. That instead of sotting an.

"example of morality to the i)eople,

" THE Government, first approprIt

"ATED THE PUBLIC MONEY UNDER.
" FALSE REPRESENTATIONS ; SECONDLY^
" THEY EXPENDED IT WITHOUT THE


