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The gentleman doubts whether the produc-

tion of coal can ornhould be stimulated, and is

willing we should depend on our most powerful

and our nearest enemies for this eliMuental sub-

stance. The country will not respond to such

purblind patriotism. And the pas.sage of this

bill will reduce us to such abject dependence.

In eleven months of 180o— I do not go back

to 1801, but take the fust eleven months of

18Go, of last year—aixty-six per cent, of the

bituminous coal consumed in the States cast

of Pennsylvania was mined by the laborers of

Britain or of the IJritlsh Provinces. Let mo

prove tills. The amount of bituminous coal

received at Boston and Now York from the

British Provinces, free of duty, to the 1st of

December, 18G5, was 392,158 tons. Thoamount

of English coal received at the same jiointa

during the same period, which paid a tax of

$1 25 per ton, was 103,723; total foreign coal,

495,801 tons. The amount of coal produced

in the United States, delivered during the same

period at the same points, was but 287,874

tons
I
balance in favor of foreign coal, 208,874

tons—one coal company in the British Prov-

inces declaring dividends of one hundred and

seventy-five per c^nt. in a year, and lAit one of

the hundreds of companies in our country able

to declare a dividend of one per cent., making

a contrast so unfavorable to us that many of

our enterprising people, as was shown yester-

day by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. F.

TnoMAS,] abandoned their country and em-

barked their capital'in the coal regions of Nova

Scotia. Can we strengthen our country by ex-

porting enterprise, industry, and capital ?

And is it not marvelous that such an exhibit

against us can bo made, in view of the facts

that our bituminous coal-fields arc so much

broader and richer than those of England and

Nova Scotia combined, and that we depend for

the support of our Government and its credit

upon taxes derived in gi-eat part from the forgo,

the furnace, the foundery, the railroad, the

machine shop, the coal-bed, and iron mines?

Are gentlemen willing to perpetuate the malign

inBuence that has produced a state of facts so

disparaging to our intelligence, patriotism, and

interests? No; I believe they will agree with

rae that the time has arrived when we should

develop our own resources, foster American

labor, and guard our own interests. One efTcct

of the reciprocity treaty lias been to scnil to

Canada one million five hundred thous.ind im-

migrants who, but for the advantages it gave

the Provinces over us, wotdd have swelled out

population. Let us now, by taking euro of our

own people, induce ihem to come and share

our burdens and blessings.

Sir, I hav(! said that I would not legislate

with reference to llie Provinces under the inllu-

once of fear or hate. It would indeed be unwise,

for these people will yet bo our countrymen.

When British free trade, preventing, as it ever

does to the peoplo of British Provinces, the

diversification of their industry, shall have

imi)Ovcrished their soil and rcpell(!d immi-

grati(jn from their shores; when that system

of British free trade which keeps ihose upon

whom it is inflicted at hard labor in the pro-

duction of white crops, has impoverished their

fields as it has those of our old States, and

reduced them to oft-recurring bankruptcy, as

it inevitably must; and when adecpiate protec-

tion to our labor shall have developed our

boundless resources, and generous wages m-

vitod to our shores the skilled laborers of the

world, the contrast between our condition and

that of the people of the Provinces will impel

them to unite their destiny with ours, and then

I shall, or my posterity will, be ready to greet

them cordially as compatriots.

Sir, what do we get in return for the immcas-

uralde degradation proposed by this bill ? Why,

sii;, we get the right to navigate the St. Law-

rence and to patronize the canals and railroads

of Canada, and the right to cut lumber—mark

you, "the right to cut lumber or timber of any

kind on that portion of the American territory

in the State of Elaine watered by the river St.

Jolin and its tributaries, and when floated down

that river to the sea to ship the same to the

United States from the Province of New Bruns-

wick without any export duty or other duty."

I take it, sir, that these rights will not be long

withheld from us, even if we determine to give

the American laborer a fair field in which to com-

pete with those of England and her Provinces.

Let me pause for a moment to say to the gen-

tleman that his statement of the amount of coal

imported and exported is more plausible than

candid in a respect not yet noticed. It is ap-


