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the Crofters, mikI the general dovelopinent of industries

growiiig out of tiicir settlement. This symlieate

appointed two commissioiioi's, Major ( liirkc, before re-

ferred to, find Col. Knglediu", to visit British {'oiumbia,

negotiate with the Local (iovernnient, and report on
the eonimei oi!\l prospects. I'pon the report of these

gentlemen, the basis of a full-fledged scheme was
arrang(!d. At the next following session of the Hritish

Columl)ia Legislature two acts were ])nssed dealing

with the otl'er of the Imperial Treasury and the pro-

imsals of the syndicate, the nominal share < .ipital of

which was t'l,0(H),0()0, powers being given to the

(iovernor-in-<'ouncil of the Province to formulate the

details of the agreements, which were to l)e ratified

with Her Majesty's Government anil the syndicate res-

pectively. Lord Salisbury's (iovernnient, just l)ef'ore

the recent dissolution, passed an Act giving effect to the

offer provisionally made. The next purpose of the syn-

dicate, in whose hands the success or failure of the

enterprise lay, was to fc-m a commercial cuuipany to

co-operate with the (iovernnient in carrying out all the

arrangements for which the scheme provided. .\t the

time of writing, that wa.s the state of progress to which
tl'.e project had reached, and the ])romoters were simply

waiting for a more favorable turn of tir Hritish money
market to launch it.

There are three Acts dcalinf with the Crofter

Scheme, t.vo passed by t'le i5ritis'i Columbia
liCgislatun!, and one by the Imperial Parlia-

ment. The Hrst is an Act to authorize an ;igrce-

nunit v.'ith Her Majesty's Government as aforesaid. It

provides for the settlement of l."jr)0 families of " ('olon-

ists" from the I'nited Kingdom on the coast of Hritish

Columbia, subject to the abandonment at any time, if

the measure of success attending the scheme has not

been adeipiate, ami the borrowing of C I ;')(),( HW f'roni the

Imperial Treasury, in three ii.H'allments of t'.^O.OCW

each, at IJ per cent, interest. Keiiaymcnt eonunenees

at the end of five y.'ars from the date of the first ad-

vance, and extends over twenty-live years, in equal

annual installmonts. The second .Act is entitled "An
Act to encourage the Deep Sea Fislniries of Hritish Col-

umbia," and 'leals with the commercial aspect of the

enterprise. I; aulliorizes a company hnvi-ir a capitjd

stock of n.M, less than i;i,(XR),(XX), which is to provide

all the facilities fcr carrying on the work, and for a

grant to ttie said company for ')()U,(X)() acres on the

West Coast of Hritish Colun\l)ia, to h{\ selected from a

reserve of l,.'t(M),(KX) acns for that purpose, sulijecf, of

course, to its carrying out all the re(|uiremeuts of the

Act in ((uestion, said company to deposit s?U)i),(M)0 as

security for their bona tides, until it has expended
i5<l(M),(HM) in permanent. imi)rovementa. buildmgs, ma-
chinery, plant, etc., when the sam<' is to be nfunded hy

tlie Government; but such improvemen's, Ixiildings,

etc., are to reuiain as security to the (io.crnmciit for

o))ligationH enti^i'ed into or behalf of the eompan>'. The
lands in <|u:''*tion are to lie cxemjil from taxes for ten

years, and the personal property of the company for

two years. The Im[ierlal A(t simply authorizes the .id-

vanee of L'ir)0,(H)() from the Imperial T-easury to the

(iovernnient of Hritish Columbia, on (('rtain conditions,

the only ditVtu'ence existing in the tt^rnmof die Act of

the rertpi;ctiv(! govt^Munents is thet the Imperial Act

refers specifically to s«!l(!etlons from Crofter parisluM,

while in tli" I'roviiuial Acts the \\'vu\ "Colonists from

tlie I'liltc''. Kingdom " is used, which does not limU the

selection '>f Scottish Crofteru tit all. That is, if suitable

flsiionimn cannot be found 'imong the Crofters It jier-

inlt« of Bclucthms being miido from any other part of

(ireat Britain and Ireland. This was regarded as iV

wise precaa'^'"" on the part of the Provincial (iovern-
nient, but herein lies a possible bone of contention, but,

if so, ouglit not to be a s(,'rious matter to arrange be-

tw on tlie tWM governments. It may be added here
that the (let. lils of the agreement, whereby the inter-

ests of the various parties interested are to be eafi^

guarded, are settled by t)ie (iovernor-in-Couneil witli

the concurrence of tlie syndicate. This agreement,
though made, is not yet public. One feature of tlie

scheme! which does not apijcar in the acts relating to it,

is that tlie colonists repay to the Provincial (jovi'rnment
the advances made to thei.i in easy instaliuents cover-
ing ii term of years, so that tlie Province, while recoup-
ing the Imperial Treasury, is recouped in return by
.the colonists. Having thus briefly outlined the statu-

tory conditions, I wish to dwell particularly on tlie

commercial aspects of the scheme ; but before doing so
an intcM-esting, tnough mornful subject, with permis-
sion ma\- be introduced. So far as the Provincial (iov-

vu'iiment was .associated ivliii the carrying out of tlio

IJi'ojcct, the latter had as prime mover and a warm ad-
vocate the late Hon. .Jolin Robson, Premier of British

Columbia. The deceased gentlement was one of the
most distinguished of the pioneers of tlie Province and
its most illustrous statesm'en. It is to be related here
that he died in London, Kng., while i - the consumma-
tion of this great entcrprise.having luid conferred on liim

an honor never before accorded to a Premier ofa Province
in (Janada, being summoned by tlie Imiierial authori-

ti(!S to arrange with them the details of a final settle-

ment. It was wliile steeped in this jjublic business
that he was swidenly carried away, and if nothing
more should ever come of it, this einsotle will render
the Crofter colonization scheme a memorable oue.
A g'aiice at the map reveais the fact that tlie land

rr,serv(\'i from which the selections of the 5(X),iX)0 acres
lire to be made, are located along the west and around
the north and northwest coasts of Vancouver Island, on
(j»uei'i' Charlotte Islands, ana at t\w mouth of (iardner
Inlet Oil the mainland of British Columbia. Tlic jirin-

cijial object of the company will be the deveiopmeut of
tlie deep sea fisheries; but other industries will natural-
ly enter into the [H-oject, owing to the iiaturi^ and re-

sources of the ciiast and the lands reserved. The com-
l)any announces the scope of its operations to include
fresh fish, lish curing, extraction of oils, manufacture of
fish proilucts, seal and sea otter fishing, sawing and
conversion of timber, clearing and opening up of lands
for town sites and agricultural purposes, prosjiecting for

coiil and other minerals, and rrading within the
settlements.

First let me say that it is ilie intention of the com-
p.'iny when formed to liriiig out only a few fapiilies at
first and n In force them as the success of the operationn
would seem to justify, so that neither the company noi'

the Province will have a burden on their hands ii' fail-

ure should ensue. In other words, the risk is minimis-
ed to the lowest possible degri i^. if fifty families suc-
ceed then fifty mure will be sent for, and soon until

the whole \,-lM families have been landed. As ex-
plained jireviously, the colonis on landing finds his

land I'h'ared and ju'epared, his house built iiiid furnish-

ed, and everything ready to put his hands to. The
settlers will be Iwatod in villages, so as not to be iso-

hiti'd, and free schools, churches, etc., will be provided;
I'onilitions, only much improved, will be as nearly as
possible like those at home, Trlily, from a sociological

point of view, a well devis(>d plan of colonization.

New, then, as to tlie oominerciuhuul InduHtrlal modus
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