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p«n«tr»temm th< HighlMid.—» rmn thing ia thoM lUyi,—Mid rapMttd
TitiU nude him f»inili«r not merely with the be*uti(ul loenery, bat
with the remnaoU of pictureique and primitive nuuinere and cuitonu.
Ai he grew to maturity, he mingled freely with the world and became
intimate with • briUiant circle of young men of hie own age. In
1798 he waa oaUed to the bar j »nd-an erent. perhape, of not mnch
leea import in hia lif«_in the aame year made hi. firat expedition into
UddeidJe, one of the moit inacoeeaible parta of the Border oountry
' Dunng leren .uoceaaire years Scott made a raid, aa he caUed it, into
Liddewlale. with Mr. Shortreed for hi. guide, exploring every rivulet
to It. Muroe, and every ruined pttl from foundation to battlement.
At thi. time no wheeled cwTiage had ever been Men in the dietricfr-
the fint indeed, that ever appeared there wa. a gig, driven by Scott
hmiMlf for a part of hi. way, when on the la.t of thennven eicuraion..
niere waa no inn nor publio-houw of any kind in the whole valley •

the traveUer. pawed from the ahepherd'. hut to the mini.ter'. muue,
and again from the cheerful hoepitality of the manM to the rough and
JoUy welcome of the homeatead. gathering wherever they went nng.
and tune., and occa.ionally n>me tangible reUca of antiquity. .

To the.e ramble. Scott owed much of the material, of hU 'Min^trelay
of the ScottUh Border,' and not lea. of that intimate acquaintance with
the hving manner, of thwe un»phi.ticated regiom^ which conatitute*
Mie chief charm of one of the moet oharminfc- of hia proM work.. » (Lock-
hart . Life.) He began to .tudy German ; the reanlto are ahown in the
tean.lation from that language of u>me romantic baUad., and of Goethe'a
Ooetz von Berlichingm, a dramatic picture of mediieval baronial life on
the Khine. Theae were hi. tint publiahed venture, in literature.

In 1797 Scott married, and thi. made the .uece«fnl proMcntianof
hu profemon a matter of greater importance than before ; but hia
heart waa not in hia barruter work, and hi. income from it waa neither
Utfsa nor likely to increaw greatly. At the oIom of 1799, he gUdly
accepted the office of .heriff-depute of Selkirkriiire, which waa obtained
Itar hmi by the influence of the head of hi. clan, the Duke of Bucolenoh.
Thia poat not only brought a unaU but auured income of £300 with
very light dutie., but alao, what Scott prized greatly, gave him another
connection with the Borders. He now threw hinuelf onthumaatieaUy
into the preparation of a coUection of border baUada. Two volume*
ai^eared in 1802, and were weU received. While engaged upon the
ttud volume, he began an imiUtion of an old ballad romance—a work
wbuhprovedM congenial to him that it developed into a long pom.


