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ticipatorn in a work so noble—whose sac-
cess would be fraught with coDBeqiit'Dcen so

importaat to ouiselves ai.d to the Empirt;
;

aud I wish we might still hope that Canada
would extend to the Anglo-American Souit^ty

of England and the United States the cordiitl

right hand of f'llowship. She might thus
become a powerful oacificator bet<veen her

parent and her brethren—between two pow-
erful and liindred countries, whose iat^*rests

and whose duti s tocunstiiutiiuat fieedom,
of whiuh they are at the sime timis tlie

exemplars and the cbampionK, lie alwriys in

t'le cultiviifioa of tho closest and mo'^t

friendly al iance. How I'lir uoblur would
Bhe appe 4r in suoh a ohar<icter —the apost'.'!

of p'laee and conciliatii)n—than hh a con
triver of complioatious. Hud a promoter of

il'-will. It may be fiiily hoped that this

Anylo-A.meric»in S iciety will wi.-l(l a wide
aod wh lesonie influence ov r the pu ijlc

opinion of tiie twc couutri s Tlie chairman,
Mr. ThomnB H ighes, M. P., is a man
ol world-wile reputation, who, ia addition

to his liigh ciiaracter and great influ nee
in his own countrj , is second only, perha js,

to Mr. bright, the English statesman best

known and most popular with all classes

in America. During his late visit to the

Uuittd States, his fair and Btate^minlike
viewh up^n the Alabama claims, pronuuuctd
in Boston, and publisbed thnmghout Amer-
ica, produced a favourable and tranquilliz-

ing *ifect upon the popular mind of that

country. They would not nave listened to

Mr Uoebuck, who was unfriendly to them
duriug the war, as was his undoubted
right, but who bad denounced them as the
' scum of the earth" during the debate on
his motion for recognition of the South.

There is, no doubt, the friends of Mr
Hughes, in KnKland, who advised his visit

to this Continent on a mission of peace,

understood the advantage «>f approaching
the American heart through a friend who
bad stood by them in their trials. Mr.
Huuhes, who is a leading supporter of the

administration in the House of Commons,
paid also a brief visit to Canada, and he is

becoming a (lose studeut of the Canadian
questions He belongs to a party in Eng-
land, whose views, sooner or later, prevail,

and I am sure you will forgive the digres-

sion, if I read an extract from a letter

written by him to a valued friend of my
own in Montreal, under date of '27tb Decern*
ber last •.

—

' I do not mean,>' nu says, '• tor a moment
to deny that it is a considerable wrench for

an Englishman to accept the position (of

Oaa^diaQ ladepeadence), but have no doubt

at all th?t what we have to do in enr own
interest, as well as in yours, in to face

the music, and make whatever sairifi'Jt'S

and arrangements are necessary to help the

Dominion in setting up for lierself as an iu-

dr^pendent nation at the earliest possible

time. We can and ought to do it, aud the

sooner your statesmen and newspapers
make up their minds to ii the better. I am
only anxious to further the intt rests of both

countries, and not the least to d > anything
liy way of niakiiiir political capital for any
party ln're or on y >ur sidn. Tim orrlinaryr

\yiTty distinctions are p.nf etlv i:"signifi;>nt

when th.'St! i i«nes arii to b.i trit-d. rner.iis

no timi for d-.lay, and if wo allow the

prest-nt crisis to drift on without action,

ttie r-jul*, wi I b> disastrous to a!l three

(joiinlries." Thest are words of an Imp iriai

statr-smia of grtat r-'puto un<l a'dlity,

wnose honesty and loyalty no slanderer

dare imp'^ach. This man comprehends that

the gn-at duty of the lour is to soft-^n the

asperities and unravtl thn compli ations

between Eoyland and America, aud hi
believes a necessary incident of the great

work is to establish an iudepeud<iDt

nationality here.

But let that pass. Whether he is

rlaht or wrong we have grave compi 'ca-

tions l)efore us. They have to be dealt

with by the British or Canadian authorities

or b.ith, aud they involve interest, ot such
magnitude and are pressed upon us by such
agencies, that the speediest relief is the

b'St. We have no responsibility for Im-
perial action, except as we inspire it, but
let us see with what tools of our own we are

undertaking the work The Government
of Canada at this moment is coutroll.d by
Sir John A. MacDonald, Sir George E. Car-

tier aud Sir Francis Hiucks. Not to speak
as a partizan, I have always admired Sir

John, though I never supported him. His
long political career has been distinguish-

ed by remarkable ability. I could
point out defects in bis character

and his policy which to my mind
have justified me in opposing him. I be-

lieve he has reigned in virtue of the cor-

ruption which Sir Francis Hiucks inaugu-
rated and that he has done much to poison
public opinion and political morality of the

country. But I have always admired his

tact, his industry and his great ability,

and I have not been altogether proofagainst

that mysterious personal charm which hHS
so long linked his faithful followers to bin

fortunes. His recent prostration exci.,ed all

our sympathies and mellowed them into

something like affection for the man, against

whom some of us have struggled for years
;


