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HX'inI quoMtionjj which have ii.it, in uiy o|)iiiiuii,rot't'ivtMl ii(UM|ii;ihMit-

trntioii from tho thinking and cdiicntcil men in tlnMotiininnily. It

iH niuinly with the hope of awakening, in Honio degree, a peisonal

intercHt in theHO great Rueiul prohlcnis among tlie monihers ul* this

society, and through them in tho puhlio generally, that I have been

induced to nddrcH» you on tho present Huhjeet. Ni> important

ehangcH in our prison Hystom are likely to ho cfTtu'ted until those

ihangcs are demanded and supported hy public opinion, and the first

step towards <'rcating this public opinion is to excite a personal in-

terest in these qucBtiouM among thinking men. It is the sum of

personal interest, felt and expressed on such subjects by the intelli.

gontmindsof tho community, which, in every free country, forms and

moulds the character of public opinion ; and it is this public opinion

which ordains and shapes the laws and institutions of the la-nl.


