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ilim<,' with wliicli my ten vcjU'h cxpcriciirc ot Isn^^'lish

liiilwiiys has iniulc mc rurniliiir : mid if the |j(,'<j[islutiin'

iind (iovornincnt, of this t'diiiitry prolif, hy the hittuf

lessons which compotition is now forcinjjr, not only up'-m

Itailw'iy ('onipiinii>s,hnt ii]>on I'miiiimcnt it homo, we muy

siil'oly look for the «jfni(hnil dovtdopmont of the most

sntisfiictory and romnncmtive results.

Whilst 1 am nferrin*,' to the prospects of the Groat

Wi'stern llailway, T cannot avoid makin;^ some allusion

to its cost. When 1 reached this coinitry, in the

heii^inninpf of .January of the present year^ 1 fonnd that

it had heen lately ascertained that the cost of tlio line

would exceed the original estimate. The experience o\'

Knglish railways did not cause me to bo much surpris(;d

at such a result, nor was I a-tonislied to learn by the

Chief Engineer's report of last Juno, tbat even his

predecessor's last estimate would not suifice to complete

the railway. Thi,' cost of this line having been made

the subject of a good (hial of remark, and compi "*ed

disparagingly willi that of American railways generally,

n may bo useful if i (correct some erroneous impressions

which appear to exist.

I may then remark, that this railway will, when the

existing contracts are closed up, bo as nearly as possible

completed ; that hardly any of the works will bo of such

a temporary character as to require renewing imme-

diately, or until the receipt of revenue places tlie Company

in a Hnancial position to do so ; and tin t all the

important structures are of sutficient size and strength

f(i allow o| till doubling of tlu line without extra cost in

that respcit. It ib ii l;ut, not geiurully known in

Kngiiind, thru verv feu- if imv, Amerifim rnilwnvs. are


