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For the better underftandlng my cafe, it

may be neceffary to take a fhort retrofpeft of

fome of the leading principles and fituations

by which I have been governed,

1 had been a member of the Houfe of

Commons nearly an entire Parliament be-

fore I became a candidate for Prefton. The
teftimony of my condu£l during that time,

of which I was moft proud, was the approba-

tion of Lord Strange, under whofe aufpicies I

firft offered myfelf to your favour. It was
my iiappinefs to be his relation ; but it was my
highe/t honour that he was my friend by
choice- You knew him well—His natural

affe6^ioi>s were ftrong; but his public virtues

were indexible ; and no family connexion or

intereft, unaccompanied with opinion, could

have influenced his recommendation for a truft

from the people.

The fyrtem upon which I had afled the

preceding Parliament, and upon which I con-

tinued to i ift in the feat your favour gave me,
was (hort and plain ;—a conftitutional fupport

of the Crown—a liberal reliance on thofe who
then cone lulled the public meafures—but an

independe nt claim to free opinion and free con-

duct upon every occafion in which my judg-

ment calkd upon me to depart from my gene-

al line.

Government gave me countenance and gave

me favours ; but never at the expence of thofe

principles '. and 1 reflect with pleafure and

4 gratitude


