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cious metals. Our colonifls engaged in

their cnterprizes with the fame view j and,

when they were difappointed, they chan-

ged their ohjedl: for others more hicrativcto

themfelves, and to the mother^country.

Difcontent with the various forms of

government, civil or ecclefiaftical, chat pre-

vailed in their turns at home, during the

laft century, led many afterwards to feek

for more peaceful abodes in that diftant

region. But, whatever were the obje£ls of

the iirft fettlers of our American domini-

ons, feparation troni the government of

Britain was none of them ; for, to preferve

their connexion with their native land,

they went all under charters granted by

the fovereign of this country, with certain

rights to the lands where they fettled, and

with the grant of certain powers defined by

the charters, and to be adminiftered in fuch

manner as they prefcribe. As corpora-

tions, they had rights given them to make

bye-laws for themfelves ; and, as corpora-

tions derived from, and fubfifting by high-

er authority, they continued fubjtdl to the

conlroul of that authority. It is impoffible,

indeed^


