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maritime war began, fucli an enquiry is

mod properly infcribed to a body of tra-

ders, who are fo nearly concerned in it's

fuccefs, and who have fo confidcrable a

fliare as well in our foreign a: domeftig

comnr^erce. You are likewife very capar.

ble to pronounce on the real merit of my
undertaking; for many among you are

men of a liberal education ; of large

and extenfive views 5 who have ftudied

and who underftand the political fyflem,

not of this illand only, but of Europe in

general. Add to thcfe things, that your

refidencc in this great centre of bufinefs,

your near and frequent opportunities of

approaching thofe perfons, who admini-

Iter the public, give you a dittinguilhed

rank of confideration among your fcllow-

fubje6ls. So that an appeal to you is, in

elfeft, an appeal to the whole nation : and,

as fuch, gentlemen, this is intendecj. ,.

It is acknowledged, on all hands, that

the prefent fituation of our affairs is a very «

critical one. No man therefore;, can be

an indifferent fpe6lator of it, who is not,

at the fame time, infenfible to his moll

important iritercfts, to the prefent age, and

tppofterity. We are all embarked in onp

—.-*-- r\ political
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