
H To Canada witJi Einic^rants.

Canada was due to die kinqf. Colbert did

the work and the king paid for it. Pro-

testants were objected to. Girls, to be wives

to the emigrants, were sent out from Dieppe

and Rochelle. In time, girls of indifferent

virtue, under the care of duennas, emigrated

to meet the growing demand for wives. ' I am

told,' writes La Houtan, *that the plumpest

were taken first, because it was thought,

being less active, they were more likely to

keep at home, and that they could resist the

winter cold still better.' Further, such was

the paternal care of the king for Canada, that

he attempted to found a colonial noblesse,

and offered bounties for children. The

noblesse were a doubtful boon : industrious

peasants were much more to be desired.

Leading lazy lives, many of the gentilhommes

soon drifted into the direst poverty. The

Canadians had one advantage—their morals

were well looked after by the priests, who

kindly took charge of their education as well.


