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IN CA&ir AT SUMMIT LAKE ON THE SKAGUAY TRAIL.

may soon be expected, it will be interesting

to take a glance at the wreckage of the first

onset.

In general, it may be stated that during
the rush of 1897 only two routes into the

Klondike country were followed. One was
called the outside, or all-water rente; the

other, the overland passage. The outside

route was by ocean-steamer from the Pacific-

coast cities to St. Michael, Alaska, whence
river-boats conveyed the passenger and his

outfit, without change, to Dawson City, The
overland passage was by ocean-steamer to

Skaguay or Dyea, whence the prospector

crossed the mountains on foot to the chain

of lakes which form the head waters of the

Yukon River. Once at these lakes, individual

boats were built, and the long journey down
the river began. Hence there w?s offered the

odd picture of men seeking a middle point on

a great river, some by ascending, and some
by descending, the start being made, in both

cases, at the sea-level. Those who ascended
the river were first ol liged to travel by sea

nearly two thousand n iles in the very direc-

tion in which the river is flowing, and all the

way running nearly parallel to its flow, be-

fore reaching the river's mouth, thus travel-

ing more than double the distance involved

in the overland passage.

Neither of these routes was in any way
adequate to the demands suddenly placed

upon it. The outside route boasted only

a few steamers. Every available craft was
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