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promote the general welfare. The railing a revenue thereby was

never intended. Thus the King, by his judgrs in his courts of

juftice, impofes fines, which all together amount to a very confi*

derable Turn, and contribute to the fupport of .government : But
this is merely a confequence ariling from reftriAions, that only

meant to keep peace, and prevent confufion ; and furely a man
would argue very loofely, who fhould conclude from hence, that

the King has a right to levy money in general upon his fubjeAs.

Never did the Britijh parliament, till the period above mentioned,
;

think of impofing duties in America, for the rtjrpose of
RAISING A REVENUE. Mr. Greenville firft introduced this lan-

guage, in the preamble to the'4th of G;c. III. Chap. 15, which has.

fliefe words—" And whereas it isjuft and neceffary that a reve-

nue be raised in vour Majesty's said dominions tnAme-
Rica, /or defraying the expenees of defending, proteiling, andfecuring
the fame : We your Majeljty's moft dutiful and loyal liibjefts, tmb
commons of Great-Britain, in parliament aflembledi being

defirous to make fome provifion in this prefent feffior\ of parliamenti

towards raising the said revenue in America, have re-

folved to give and grant unto yourMajefty the feveral rates and-'

duties herein after mentioned," isc.

A FEW months after came the Stamp-Ail, which reciting this,

proceeds in the fame ftrange mode of expreffion, thus-—" And
whereas it is jult and neceffary, that provifion be made for rai-

sing A FURTHER R£VENUE WITHIN YOUR MaJESTY's DOMI-
NIONS IN America, toivards defraying the faid expenees, we your

Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the commons of
(jreat-Britain, iiff. GIVE and GRANT," i^c. as before.

The laft aft, granting duties upon paper, \3c. carefully purfues

thefe modern precedents. The preamble is, *' Whereas it is ex-

pedient THAT A REVENUE SHOULD BE RAISED IN YOUR MaJE-
sty's dominions IN America, _/or making a more certain and
tidtquate prowfion for defraying the tharge of the adminijlratitn of

juftice, and the fupport of ciwl government in fuch provinces, where

it Jhall he found neceJJ'ary ; and towards the further defraying the

expenees of defending, protecting and fecuring the find dominions, we
your Majttfty's moll dutiful and loyal fubjefts the commons of
GREAT-BRiTAtN, &^. GIVE and GRANT," ISt, as bcforc.

Here we may obferve an authority exprejly claimed and exerted

to impofe duties on: thsle colonies ; not for the regulation of trade

;

B not

MiBT WHtaror,. ANn roii t»x eooB and wclpaki of your Ma-
JlSTV's IVBJSCTS," &C,
The 29th (.'». 11. Chap. 16, and the ift Gea, III. Chap. 9, which continue

the 6th Git. .'(I. Chap. 13, declare, that the faid aft hath, by experience, been

found ufefulasii beneficial, &c. Thefe are all the moft confiderablc flatmcs re-

lating to the commeice of the colonics ; and it is thought to be utterly unne-

ccflary to add any obfervations to thefe cxtrafts, to prove that they were all

intended Joleh at regulation t 0/ Iradt,


