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" \'I. Willi regard to the llshery iu the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Uio

French shall contiuiio to cxorcido it conformably to tho ril'lh Article

of tho Treaty of Paris.

" Dono at Ycrsaillod, the 3ril of September, 1783.

" (Signed)

" Mam;jiesxeu (L.S.). Oravier de Veuoennes (L.S.)."

(4)

*' Article XIII. of tho Djliuitlvo Treaty of Peace, 181 1.

" Dofiuitivo Treaty botwoeu Great liritain and Franco. Signed at

Paris, tlio Both May, 1814.

" XIII. The French ri^jht of fishing upon tho Great Bank of New-

foundland, upon the coasts of the Island of that name, and of tho

adjacent Islands in tho Gulf of St. Lawrence, shall bo replaced upon

the footing iu which it stood in 17'J2."

Tho Articles of these four Treaties ar*' 'low the solo basis on which

Franco can found any legal ground to ti iicry rights on the coast of

Newfouudland.

Now, what arc thoso riglits, as so irtly aud graphically therein set

forth ?

The Article XIII. of tho Dufiiiitivo Treaty of Peace of 1611 states,

that it (tho right of fishing upon the coasts of Newfoundland) "shall

bo replaced upon the footing iu which it stoud ia 171)2 "—that h, on

the footing it derived under tho thrco Treaties of CV/'tr///. l^>nis, and

Vvrxdillcs. It cau stand upon no other, /o/' no other now exists; and if

any others cvor havo existed, giviug any greater extension of privileges,

tlii'i/ have e.cjiiri'd or hccti (innidlcil.

Firstly,—The last Treaty of Versailles, prior to 1792, aficr merely

changing tho locality of the previous right, states with regard to

it: ''^ The French jhhcnnen shall eujoij the jhheri/ rii/ht uhich is as-

siijned to them hij the present Article, as theij had the rhiht to enjoij that

which was assi(/ned to iheni bij the Treaty of Utrecht.^' Passing ovor

tho Treaty of Paris (17G3), which restricts and binds the rights of

French fishermen upon tho coasts of Newfoundland to a far greater

extent than is now souglit to bo enforced against thorn, tho language

of Article XIII. of tho Treaty of Utrecht is not only sufliciently

plain to show thit there never was any intention to give tho French

tho sole and exclusive right of fisliing upon any part of tho coast, as

will appear from tho words themselves, viz.: " It shall he allowed to the

subjects of France, to catch jish, and to dry thcni on land, in that jnirt

* Confirmed by Art. XI. of the Dcfinitivo Treaty of 28lh November, 1815.
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